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HIGHLIGHTS 

 Poor access to water and 
sanitation, as well as 
behavioral practices 
continue to contribute to 
critical levels of 
malnutrition in some 
countries  

 Ground operations in 
Niger, Chad and 
Mauritania reduce number 
of Locust; however 
frontline countries are still 
in need of external 
assistance 

 New assessment in Mali 
shows a 71.5 per cent 
increase in the number of 
IDPs  

 Security environment of 
aid workers in Niger, 
Burkina Faso and 
Mauritania worsens  

 

KEY FIGURES 

Nb. of children 
admitted in SAM 
facilities since 
beginning of year  

705,243 

  

Nb. of people who 
received food 
assistance in 
September 

5 M 

Nb. of people who 
received 
agriculture 
assistance since 
beginning of the 
year 

5.8M 

FUNDING 

US$1.6 billion 
Requested 

 

1.3 billion  

Received* 

*CAP and not earmarked  

contributions 

High to critical levels of malnutrition in Nigeria, 
Mauritania and Chad  
Serious nutrition situation in northern Nigeria requires scaling up intervention  
 
Prevalence of global acute malnutrition (GAM) among children under 5 years old is above 
10 per cent in seven of eight states surveyed in northern Nigeria. The Standardized 
Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions (SMART) survey also shows that 
stunting affects between 21 and 40 per cent of the children across the eight states 
surveyed.  Provision of nutritional support for children under the age of five years should 
continue, says the survey. It also recommends expanding coverage of programs to reach 
more children, supporting partners to improve infant and young child feeding practice and 
increasing access to safe drinking water and improved sanitation facility.  

 
In states where the 
survey was carried out, 
15 to 74 per cent of the 
population have access 
to improved drinking 
water. Five of those 
states have lower 
access to improved 
drinking water, in 
comparison with an 
average of 61 per cent in 
sub-Saharan Africa.  The 
highest and lowest 
access to improved 
sanitation facility were 
reported in Yobe and 
Kano states at 6 and 24 
per cent, which is well 
below sub Saharan 
African countries 
average of 30 per cent. 
 
Mauritania: Slight increase in GAM and SAM  
 
Results of Food Security Monitoring System (FSMS) and SMART surveys in Mauritania 
show a slight increase in GAM in 2012 which stands at 12.1 per cent compared to 10.7 
per cent in July 2011.  Prevalence of SAM also went up from 1.4 per cent to 1.8 per cent. 
While overall the increase remains below the emergency threshold of 15 per cent and 2 
per cent for GAM and SAM respectively, a number of regions in Mauritania require urgent 
attention as they have exceeded GAM emergency threshold.   

Global acute malnutrition (WHZ and/or bilateral edema) and 
confidence intervals by states in northern Nigeria 

 
Source  Ministry of Health and  UNICEF 
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Nutritional status in Sahelian states of Chad reach critical level 
 
The nutritional situation in the Sahel band of Chad has reached critical levels with 
prevalence of GAM standing at 18 per cent.  SMART surveys conducted from 7 May to 
22 June 2012 in 11 Sahelian states of the country also show that prevalence of chronic 
malnutrition almost reached 40 per cent and wasting is above 31 per cent.  Prevalence of 
SAM can go as high as 5.4 per cent in Salamat region.  As in other countries with high 
rates of malnutrition, access to potable water and adequate sanitation is very low and 
stand at 47 per cent and 12 percent respectively at the national level. Envisaged activities 
include maintaining and strengthening acute malnutrition management and opening new 
nutrition centers in areas that are not currently covered; reinforcing active screening and 
referencing; intensifying mothers‟ awareness on exclusive breast feeding and improving 
the quality of health services in nutrition centers.  

 

Gound operations reduce locust number  
Risk of locust migration to Northwest Africa and Northwest Mauritania 
 
Ground control operations continue in Niger and Chad and western Mauritania as a 
second-generation of adults are forming small swarms.  A similar situation is likely to be 
happening in northern Mali but could not be confirmed due to insecurity.  Although ground 
operations have reduced locust numbers, there remains a high risk that additional adult 
groups and small swarms will form in November and migrate to western Libya, central 
Algeria, northwest Mauritania, Western Sahara and perhaps Morocco.  All countries in the 
Sahel region have been informed to remain on high alert, maintain their efforts and 
expand survey and control operations in infested areas.  FAO also alerted Algeria, Libya, 
Mauritania and Morocco to prepare for the likely arrival of Desert Locust swarms.  
 
Full funding of FAO appeal will allow maintaining ground operations  
 
FAO‟s appeal of $10 million to maintain and expand operations has so far received $6.7 
million thanks to the support from the governments of Belgium, France, United Kingdom 
and United States, as well as bilateral assistance to Niger.  Efforts are currently underway 
to obtain the remaining funds. A regional meeting organized in September by the FAO 
Commission for Controlling the Desert Locust in the Western Region (CLCPRO) and the 
World Bank confirmed that the full appeal is sufficient to cover the costs of the control 
campaign in the region until December.   Frontline countries in the Sahel such as 
Mauritania, Mali, Niger, and Chad have trained locust survey and control teams but need 

Prevalence of global acute malnutrition (moderate + severe) by region, Sahel band of Chad, 

May-June 2012 

 
Source  Ministry of Health and  UNICEF 
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One in two Malian 

refugees sought refuge in 

Mauritania  

 

In Mali, Bamako, Mopti  

and Kidal regions host 

60% of IDPs 
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external assistance, especially vehicles, equipment and pesticides, to respond effectively 
to a full-scale emergency.  Mali is particularly short of equipment after more than 30 
pickup trucks were looted in the northern part of the country. 

Actors step up WASH, education and shelter 
activities for displaced Malians 
New assessment exercise shows a 71 per cent increase in number of IDPs 
 
As of 15 November, the 
number of Malian 
refugees and IDPs 
totals 412,149 persons.  
The assessment 
exercise carried by the 
Commission on 
Population Movement 
with the support of IOM 
between September 
and October shows 
higher number of 
internally displaced 
population than 
previously reported.  
Some 204,687 persons 
are currently internally 
displaced, which 
indicates a 71.5 per 
cent increase compared 
to the 118,795 people 
reported by the 
Commission‟s report in 
September.  The 
revised figures reflect 
better access to areas by humanitarian actors in the North of Mali as well as improved 
counting of IDPs in Bamako.  
 
A total 210,212 Malians have taken refuge in Niger, Burkina Faso, Mauritania, Algeria, 
Togo and Guinea.  This number is likely to be revised downward in December with the 
completion of a level 2 registration exercise in Mbera camp in Mauritania and in refugee 
camps in Niger.  New displacements are reported on a regular basis with people fleeing 
because of general insecurity, deteriorating human rights situation in the North of the 
country, fear of imminent military activity, loss of livelihoods and limited access to basic 
services.  For instance, some 3,853 new refugees arrived in Niger between September 
and November and 1,000 new Malian refugees crossed the border with Burkina Faso. 
 
Lack of financial means and shelter exacerbates vulnerabilities of IDPs 
 
Internally displaced continue to live in extremely precarious conditions; according to the 
preliminary results from a joint WFP – Early Warning System survey. Living conditions of 
IDPs and host families are deteriorating in the regions of Timbuktu, Gao and Kidal due to 
high food prices and low income, forcing people to borrow money and sell their assets in 
order to purchase food.  Moreover, an estimated 57 per cent of IDPs were reported to be 
in need of shelter. In the Bamako area, according to the latest IOM Displacement 
Tracking Matrix (DTM) renting has become more prevalent in order to ease the burden on 
the host families).  At the same time, there are indications that many of those who are 
renting are not necessarily paying for the housing due to a lack of financial means.  The 
planned activation of the Shelter Cluster with UNHCR and IOM as co-leads will facilitate a 
more in depth analysis of the situation. 
 

In some camps of Niger 

and Burkina Faso, 

access to drinking water 

and sanitation structures 

remains below 

standards 
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Partners multiply effort to reach water and sanitation standards and provide 
primary education in camps 
 
UNHCR and partners continue to deploy efforts to bring the level of water and sanitation 
services available to regular standards of 20 litres per person per day and 20 persons per 
latrine/shower.  In the Niger camps of Abala, Mangaize, Ayorou, Agando and Chinwaren, 
the current average quantity of water available per person per day is 8.5 litres while the 
average number of persons per latrine/shower is 146 persons per latrine and 167 persons 
per shower.  In Abala, Qatar Red Crescent has completed 20 per cent of construction 
work on a borehole it is financing. World Vision completed work on a mini water system in 
Mangaize and started the construction of over 5,000 latrine slabs.  In Agando and 
Chinwaren sites, Action Contre la Faim (ACH) Spain completed construction work on a 
well.  In the Gandafabou camps of Burkina Faso, where refugees are provided with 6.56 
litres per day, UNHCR is planning to start the construction of five boreholes in the coming 
weeks.  
 
UNICEF and UNHCR continue to intensify efforts to provide primary education to children 
in camps.  In Tabareybarey, Mangaize and Abala camps in Niger, close to 3,000 
preschool and primary school children have been so far registered and will be taught the 
Niger curriculum.  In Mangaize, 600 children refugee children will be integrated in the 
local public school while fund mobilisation is underway to build 13 additional classrooms. 
Secondary education students are scheduled to be integrated in local schools. In Burkina 
Faso, 58 Burkinabe voluntary teachers have been deployed in camp schools.  

Security environment deteriorates for aid 
workers 

Security measures strengthened in Niger, Burkina Faso and Mauritania 
 
Humanitarian actors continue to operate in a tense security environment following the 
kidnapping in October of six aid workers in Niger and two attempted kidnappings in 
Burkina Faso.  Following the kidnapping in Niger and the death of one of the hostages, a 
Chadian national, the United Nations was forced to temporarily suspend its field missions 
and relocate field staff.  In Burkina Faso and Mauritania, UNHCR, in collaboration with 
national authorities have arranged with the Gendarmerie to provide regular armed escorts 
for the movements of their staff in the performance of their duties. Recommendations 
made during the RC/HC retreat that took place in Paris from 11 to 12 October include the 
provision of a package of support for the countries of the region so as to ensure 
continued humanitarian operations and the development of a security contingency plan to 
cover operational constraints, including the degradation of the security environment. 

Reports of violations of children‟s rights 
continue in Northern Mali 

Allegations of child recruitment and forced marriage by armed groups persist 
 
Human rights groups continue to provide reports on child recruitment in Mali and refugee 
camps of Niger.  In Mali, children as young as 14 years old have allegedly been seen in 
militia training camps in Sevare, Mopti.  According to other reports, schools run by 
Islamist armed rebel groups in the North serve as indoctrination and military training 
grounds for children and youth between 6 and 25 years old.  Armed groups in Gao offer 

between $150 and $400 to those who accept to take part in the training. In Niger Abala 

camp, unconfirmed reports indicate that refugee children are being recruited by armed 
groups who lure them with large amounts of money.  Other violations of children‟s rights 
in Northern Mali include forced marriage of girls as young as nine years old to members 
of armed groups.  Families agree to the marriage in exchange for a “dowry” of between 
$800 and $1,000. Some young girls are also allegedly being forced into prostitution. 
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Sahel response: Performance indicators 
 
Food Assistance September 2012

Indicator
Population 

targeted

Population 

Assisted

Conditional transfers (Food based) 617,332         91,919           15% (Monthly Target)

Unconditional transfers (Food based) 3,953,796      3,246,776      82% (Monthly Target)

Unconditional transfers (Cash/Voucher 

based
1,694,589      1,814,087      107% (Monthly Target)

 % Assisted vs Targeted

 
 
Food assistance 
 
In September, WFP general food and unconditional cash and voucher distribution 
stepped up to reach 5 million

1
people compared to 4.2 million people in August.  This 

includes 90,000 people who were supported through food for work programs.  This 
activity will be further scaled up in the coming months as unconditional assistance is 
phasing down with the end of the lean season. Blanket supplementary feeding 
programmes are about to come to an end in most areas as focus is shifting to longer term 
activities addressing root causes, strengthening people‟s resilience to future crisis.  
 
Assessments to determine levels of food insecurity and nutrition are being conducted in 
all Sahel countries in the coming weeks in close collaboration with governments and 
partners, in order to shape the upcoming phase of the response after the harvest. 
CILLS/FAO/WFP and FEWSNET are conducting crop assessments in all 17 countries of 
the region. Joint missions in the Sahel countries will be carried out at the end of 
October/early November, and results will be presented at the PREGEC meeting on 19 – 
21 November.  
 

Nutrition January - September 2012

Indicator

Affected or at 

Risk

(Jan - Dec)

Target

(Jan - Dec)

Assisted

(Jan - Sept)

# children 6-59 months with severe acute 

malnutrition admitted for therapeutic care
1.094.986      1.094.867      705.243        64%

(Annual 

Target)

Targeted Supplementary Feeding 

programme - malnourished women
212.300         192.142        91%

(Sept 2012 - 

Monthly 

Target)

Blanket Feeding in high risk areas 

(preventative)*
1.919.360      890.944        46%

(Sept 2012 - 

Monthly 

Target)

Number of health centres with nutriton 

programmes
2.564             4.588            179%

(Annual 

Target)

* WFP Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programme for children and pregnant and nursing w omen

 % Assisted vs 

Targeted

 
Nutrition  
 
At the end of September, 705,243 severely acute malnourished children, or 64 per cent of 
the annual target of 1.1 million, have been admitted in SAM treatment facilities supported 
by UNICEF. Considering SAM admissions trends, it is expected that by the end of the 
year, 850,000 children will have received treatment. Through preventive nutrition 
assistance - blanket supplementary feeding and treatment for those already suffering 
from Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM) - WFP also provided assistance in September 
to 1.1 million children, pregnant women and nursing mothers.  

                                                      
 
1 One person can participate in more than one activity simultaneously or during the year. Beneficiaries of 

different activities should therefore not be added up. This overlap is taken into account in the total number of 6.1 
million, counting one person only once. 
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Most countries continue to be on track with their nutrition response and subsequent 
efforts in coverage and services quality have been made over the last month to improve 
the response – notably in Senegal, Chad, Nigeria and Cameroon.  
 
Communities are just starting to recover from this year‟s crisis and a positive impact of 
nutrition activities has already been noted in some areas. Surveys being finalized have 
confirmed that in Niger for example, GAM rates have overall improved in areas where 
preventive programmes were implemented (with localized exceptions). Early 
preparedness and action among concerned actors have been positively contributing to 
these results.  
 
Nevertheless, despite some improvement, malnutrition rates remain unacceptably high, 
generally classified as „serious‟ in most regions of the Sahel. The final results of a 
nutrition survey in eight northern states of Nigeria are available and continue to show a 
very serious nutritional situation in these regions – both for acute and chronic malnutrition 
prevalence – even if the ongoing response prevented further degradation. Nutrition data 
analyses are underway for Mali, Burkina Faso and the Gambia.  
 
In order to achieve a durable reduction in these rates and to observe a positive impact on 
these children‟s livelihoods in the long-term, continued and concerted efforts are needed 
by all actors beyond this crisis response to support nutrition and food security activities in 
the Sahel - alongside efforts contributing to resilience to future shocks.  
 
Consequent efforts have been made last month to clarify indicators and reporting 
methods at country and regional level. Efforts will continue in that sense until the end of 
the year and in 2013. Projections and replenishment of stocks for next year are ongoing 
in all countries.  
 

Agriculture January - September 2012

Indicator

Affected or at 

Risk

(Jan - Dec)

Target

(Jan - Dec)

Assisted

(Jan - Sept)

Agriculture and Livestock 18 740 123    9 965 556      5 852 898     59%
(Annual 

Target)

 % Assisted vs 

Targeted

 
Agriculture 
 
As of September 2012, more than 5.8 million individuals

2
 were assisted by FAO and 

partners in response to the Sahel crisis in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Gambia, Mali, 
Mauritania, Niger, Senegal and Chad. This translates into 59 per cent of assisted 
population against the yearly target of 10 million people and a 6 per cent increase 
compared to August performance indicators.  The agricultural season in the Sahel, which 
is dependent on the rainy season, is coming to an end with good crop prospects, except 
in localized areas. Harvests which started in September will continue until December.  
 
September saw the start of the preparation of the vegetable production campaign.  In 
Mauritania, FAO distributed seeds and tools to 9, 700 households of vulnerable farmers 
for the beginning of the dry season campaign, in collaboration with the Rural 
Development Ministry. It also distributed 116.4t of traditional crop seeds (sorgho, niébé 
and corn). In Burkina Faso, FAO launched two market gardening programs. In Mali, the 
increase in the number of beneficiaries and humanitarian actors involved in the 
agricultural sector reflected renewed efforts to respond to the crisis. Chad, Niger and 
Senegal launched their off season programs in October. 
 
FAO also continued to support vulnerable small ruminant herders by assisting fodder 
production and providing animal feed supplement, vaccines and veterinary supplies. 
 

                                                      
 
2 FAO data only, not taking into account the Mali response of FAO and partners 
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WASH January - September 2012

Indicator

Affected or at 

Risk

(Jan - Dec)

Target

(Jan - Dec)

Assisted

(Jan - Sept)

# of nutritional centers delivering the WASH 

minimum package (safe drank water with 

residual chlorine, disinfecting hand washing 

and food utensils, hygienic and secure 

defecation)

2 919             2 919             961               33%
(Annual 

Target)

# of affected population provided with the 

WASH minimum package (safe water, 

hygiene supplies and key messages) 

2 469 969      2 469 969      863 860        35%
(Annual 

Target)

 % Assisted vs 

Targeted

 

WASH 
 
The two tracking indicators of the WASH minimum package are increasing sensibly and 
reached a third of the ideal “full components” minimum package, in coherence with the 32 
per cent of the WASH sectoral funding status:  

 

 35 % of affected population were provided with the WASH minimum package 
(safe water, hygiene supplies and awareness messages);  

 33 % of nutritional centres delivered the WASH minimum package (safe drinking 
water with residual chlorine, hand washing and food utensils disinfectant, 
hygienic and secure defecation).  

 
While the demographic pressure of refugees on host communities tends to decrease 
around Mali, exceptional floods stretching WASH partners capacities . 
 
The “WASH in Nut.” Strategy, which was developed by the WASH regional group, is at 
the core of the sectoral response strategy for the Sahel region that is being faced with 
overlapping vulnerabilities. The Strategy has successfully integrated country level 
humanitarian programme. It targets the most vulnerable malnourished people to break 
the vicious cycle of “diarrhoea-malnutrition”. However, monitoring nutritional activities at 
health centers remains a challenge and strengthening partnership with the health system 
is a priority. 
 

 Short-term/immediate priorities: Deliver a functioning WASH minimum package 
targeting: 
o Nutrition centres 
o Malnourished mothers/caregivers and children at home 

 

 Secondary/medium term priorities: Continue and improve WASH access, 
depending on context and budget, with respect to: 
o High risk zones 
o Vulnerable communities to malnutrition and food insecurity 
o Collaborative management of agricultural water resources  

 

Funding status 
USAIDS allocated $45 million dollars to the Sahel humanitarian response  
 
USAID‟S Office of Food for Peace (USAID/FFP) has announced it will provide an 
additional $45 million in U.S. food commodities to address ongoing emergency needs in 
the Sahel. Some $30 million will go to relief operations for refugees and vulnerable 
drought-affected households in Chad, while $15 million will be allocated to WFP 
operations for refugees and IDPs affected by the crisis in Mali. 
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For further information, please contact:  
Emmanuelle Schneider,OCHA Sahel, Spokesperson/Public Information Officer, schneider1@un.org, Tel. (221) 77  450 6232 
Amal Saeed, OCHA Sahel Team, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, saeed5@un.org, Tel. (221) 77 450 6297 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/rowca | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

Some 1.3 billion mobilized for the Sahel crisis 
 
The Sahel food security and 
nutrition crisis has received an 
additional $55 million compared to 
the last reporting period, bringing 
CAP funding to US$ 1.03 billion or 
62 per cent of requirement.  
Approximately $305 million of non-
appeal funding remain potentially 
available for the food crisis. 
Current pledges amount to 
US$14.7 million. 

 
 

 
 

CAP requirements and funding 15 May – 5 November 
2012 

 
Source: Financial Tracking Service (FTS) 

Sahel food insecurity and nutrition crisis, CAP funding per sector as of 5 November 2012 

 
Source: Financial Tracking Service (FTS) 
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