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Scope of the crisis and number of people in need 

Status of the people in need4 

COUNTRY Total Under 5
Estimated 

SAM Burden

 
reported SAM 
annual target 

caseload 
(new 

admissions 
2013)

Estimated 
MAM Burden

Cluster 
reported MAM 
annual target 

caseload 
(WFP) 2012 2013

North Nigeria 60,062,455       9,245,315      491,862       260,000       926,529       #N/A 40,000            

Burkina Faso 17,322,796       3,245,679      100,000       100,000       424,077       255,631       2,065,738     1,700,000      

Mali 16,765,110       3,258,738      210,000       125,000       450,000       282,783       4,600,000     2,000,000      
Niger 16,274,738       3,629,267      290,181       290,181       928,156       556,894       6,421,934     2,500,000      
Senegal 13,703,721       2,261,114      63,323         38,968         255,675       63,623         739,251         128,500         

Chad 6,246,487         1,136,861      126,000       126,000       323,579       226,505       3,622,200     2,739,768      
North Cameroon 6,093,148         1,076,269      83,310         58,317         134,680       94,276         350,000         33,702            

Mauritania 3,413,930         547,253         23,901         23,901         89,835         47,884         700,000         1,091,212      
The Gambia 1,732,244         269,710         7,745           5,421           33,191         16,772         241,000         28,000            

Total 141,614,629   24,670,206  1,396,322  1,027,788  3,565,722  1,544,368       18 740 123   10,261,182  

Projected Population Data 
2013

Under 5 Severe Acute 
Malnutrition 2013

Under 5 Moderate Acute 
Malnutrition 2013

Food Insecure Persons

 

Food Security and Nutrition Prevalence 

                                                      
 
 
4 The target caseload represents the number of children that programmes expect to treat within the one year period considered (2013) based on 
the estimated prevalence, incidence, and a coverage objective. The Indicator to follow is the new SAM admissions in the programme during the 
year. The coverage objective should be estimated based on the previous year's performance, aiming for SPHERE standards of 70 per cent in 
urban areas, 50 per cent in rural areas and 90 per cent in camps, as well as taking into account the overall UNICEF and the capacity of partners to 
treat. The MAM target caseload was provided by WFP’s regional Office – no nutrition activities were planned by WFP in Nigeria. 
 
Estimated burden represents the total number of acute malnutrition cases within a population for a given period of time. It is estimated by 
calculating the prevalence of SAM within the 6-59 month OLD population reported to incidence correction factor. To estimate the burden of Acute 
Malnutrition, the same incidence correction factor (1.6 for SAM and 0.5 for MAM) was applied for all countries (except Burkina Faso). Calculation 
methods: Estimated annual SAM burden = population 6-59m x [prevalence + (prevalence x 1.6)] 
Taking into account that it is extremely challenging to calculate with accuracy since any calculation constitutes a very rough estimate, some 
countries applied a margin to the calculated figures (estimates +10 per cent in Mauritania and Niger; and estimates +25 per cent in Chad), to 
reflect seasonality and admissions trends from previous years, at the country level. 
Burkina Faso estimated SAM burden susceptible to change: the use of standardized incidence factor, which still need to be validated at country 
level. Estimates also have to be reviewed with the final results from the last national nutritional survey (October 2012). 
CAP figures for Food Insecure Persons in 2013 are in bold. 
The assessment has not yet been completed but the assumption from the country team is that more than 350,000 persons will be food insecure in 
Northern Cameroon in 2013; however planned target for food assistance in early 2013 is 33,702. 


