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FUNDING 

$ 2.9 billion  
requested (US$) for 
humanitarian assistance 
inside Syria 

   6.8 % funded 

 

 

 

Highlights 
• Humanitarian needs in Syria have increased at more than six times the rate of funding 
• More than 2 million people in Syria provided with winter assistance 
• Fewer people were reached via inter-agency convoys in 2014 compared to 2013 
• Emergency Response Fund launched in Syria  

Funding 
Since the outset of the crisis, the humanitarian ne eds in Syria have 
increased at more than six times the rate of fundin g 

Funding for the humanitarian response inside Syria has not kept pace with the scale of 
needs. In three years, the estimated population in need increased from 1 million to 12.2 
million (1120%); while during the same period, the overall funding to the crisis response 
inside Syria increased from $639 million to $1.8 billion (182%). 
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Millions of Syrians at risk as winter descends 
on the region 
2015 ushered in a winter storm, heavy rains and uns easonably cold 
weather across Syria 

Winter storm “Zaina” (also known locally as “Huda”) descended on Syria and the region at 
the beginning of January, cutting power and electricity to millions and bringing further 
hardship to the already vulnerable people displaced by the conflict – especially those 
sheltering in tents, unfinished buildings and other informal dwellings.  
 
“Winter has brought more hardship to Syrians already struggling to find safe shelter and 
ways to feed, clothe and protect their families from illness and exposure to risk,” said 
Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Syria, Yacoub El Hillo in a statement following 
the storm.  
 
More than two million people were provided with win ter assistance  

Humanitarian partners have reached more than 2 million people across the country and 
have sufficient supplies in the pipeline to reach some 400,000 more.  
 
Non Food Items partners have 
distributed blankets to more than 
1.1 million people and winter 
clothing to more than 1.5 million 
people, including more than 
214,000 children. 
 
In January, over 470,000 Palestine 
refugees received a second round 
of cash assistance ($64 per person) 
to enable them to manage their own 
humanitarian needs, including 
purchase of winter clothes, shelter 
upgrades and bedding.  

Seasonal medicines and influenza vaccines have been distributed to the most vulnerable, 
while public health campaigns were launched on the prevention of winter diseases. 
Generators have been procured to support cold storage capacity of medicines and 
vaccines for labs and hospitals in Aleppo, Homs and Lattakia. 
 
Schools for some 40,000 (out of a planned 50,000) Palestine refugee children were 
rehabilitated and upgraded to ensure adequate heating, insulation and roofing for the 
winter. Education sector partners have supported the Department of Education to install 
40 fuel tanks and distribute 709 heaters in 65 schools, enabling at least 1,418 teachers to 
teach, and 38,995 children to learn, in a safe environment during winter.  

$40 million is still needed to reach the target ben eficiaries in the 
winterization plan 

In October of last year, in anticipation of the coming winter, the UN and its partners 
launched a US$206 million winterization plan, targeting 3.3 million people inside Syria.  
US$40 million is still needed to reach the target beneficiaries. Delays in funding have 
meant that partners are racing against time to ensure that assistance reaches people 
before the impact of the harsh winter weather conditions take a further toll on the already 
vulnerable.  

 

 
© UNRWA/Syria/2014/ 
A young Palestine refugee focuses on his studies under the warmth of 
a blanket provided by humanitarian organizations. 
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Slow-down of inter-agency convoys 
Fewer people were reached via inter-agency convoys in 2014 compared to 2013  

Despite submitting almost twice as many requests for inter-agency convoys in 2014 as 
compared to 2013, only 7 more convoys were conducted (50 compared to 43) while 63 
per cent fewer beneficiaries were reached than in 2013 (1.12 million compared to 2.9 
million). 
 
In an effort to reach more people in need across the country, in 2014 the United Nations, 
in coordination with the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC), submitted 115 requests to the 
Government of Syria to conduct inter-agency convoys to hard to reach and besieged 
locations. Of these requests, 50 convoys – less than 44 per cent of the number requested 
– were able to proceed, reaching 1.12 million people in Aleppo, Damascus, Hama, Homs, 
Idleb and rural Damascus governorates.  
 
Some 65 requests went unapproved or unanswered. The number of inter-agency 
convoys unable to proceed and the decrease in the number of beneficiaries reached can 
be attributed to various access constraints, including increased insecurity, fighting, 
conditions imposed by the parties and the introduction of additional administrative 
procedures. The Humanitarian Coordinator for Syria continues to engage with the 
Government of Syria to secure approvals for future inter-agency convoys.  

 

First inter-agency convoy since November 2014 reach es Al Wa’er and 
delivers assistance to 75,000 people  

After extended negotiations for access, UN agencies and SARC received approval by the 
Government of Syria to deliver food, NFIs, hygiene and limited medical supplies for 
75,000 people in Al Wa’er neighborhood of Homs City, for the first time since November 
of last year.  
 
Three deliveries consisting of 33 trucks were conducted on 15, 18 and 20 January to Al 
Wa’er neighborhood, the last remaining area under opposition control in Homs City. After 
identifying an urgent need during the first mission, the inter-agency convoy also delivered 
743 cartons of baby milk provided by local NGOs.  
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However, despite the support of the Governor of Homs, Government security forces 
removed all surgical items, diarrhea kits, midwifery kits and reproductive health kits from 
the interagency convoy, in breach of international humanitarian law.  
 

OCHA launches Emergency Relief Fund (ERF) 
for Syria   
The new Syria ERF was created in July 2014 and started its operations in January 2015 
following the endorsement of its strategy and accountability framework by the Advisory 
Board in December 2014.  
 
Within the framework of Syria Response Plan (SRP), the Syria ERF will enable the 
delivery of humanitarian assistance by: 
 

1. Promoting needs-based assistance in accordance with humanitarian principles; 

2. Responding rapidly to critical life-saving needs, with a particular focus on the 
most acute needs in underserved areas, including besieged and hard to reach 
locations; 

3. Improving the relevance and coherence of the humanitarian response by 
strategically funding assessed humanitarian action as identified in the Syria 
Response Plan; 

4. Strengthening coordination and leadership, primarily through the cluster/sector 
system and function of the Humanitarian Coordinator; 

5. Supporting and strengthening priority sectors and subnational priorities in 
accordance with identified need. 

Given the greater prevalence of humanitarian needs in besieged and hard to access 
areas, the Syria ERF will aim to allocate 50 per cent of its funds to these areas.  
 
For more information about the ERF visit: http://www.unocha.org/syria/about-erf-syria 

With funding for the new ERF at only 21 per cent of  the target, the fund 
urgently requires additional contributions 

The target amount for the Syria ERF in 2015 is US$30 million. As of the end of January 
2015, over US$6.3 million was received in contributions by Germany, India, Luxemburg, 
Spain and Sweden. 

 

On 16 January, the Humanitarian Coordinator in Syria issued the first call for proposals 
for the new Syria Emergency Relief Fund (ERF) for up to $4 million for life-saving winter 
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response interventions. With these and other projects being funded, it is envisioned that 
the ERF will have no funds left by end of February unless new contributions are received.
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For further information, please contact:  
Sebastien Trives , Head of Office, Syria, trives@un.org, Tel. (+963) 958 800 075 

Ryan Marshall , Humanitarian Affairs Officer, marshallr@un.org, Tel. (+1) 917 935 9529 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/syria | twitter: ocha_syria | facebook: UNOCHA.Syria 


