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HIGHLIGHTS
• Fifty-five per cent of the 

overall population in Juba 
PoC sites are children and 
youth under the age of 18.

• Displacement and 
humanitarian needs continue 
to rise due to renewed 
fighting between armed 
groups in greater Baggari 
areas.

• Partners have managed to 
send boats with food items to 
Ulang County, Upper Nile, for 
the first time since civil war 
broke out in December 2013.

• An inter-agency team visited 
Lirangu to assess the needs 
of nearly 4,000 displaced 
people.

• An investigation by UNMISS 
and the office of Human 
Rights reports violations of 
international Human Rights 
and Humanitarian Law 
by armed groups against 
civilians in Gbudue and 
Tambura.

FIGURES
No. of 
Internally 
Displaced 
People

1.97 million

No. of 
refugees in 
neighboring 
countries

2.2 million

No. of people 
assisted in 
2018
(As of 30 Septem-
ber 2018)

4.7 million

FUNDING

$1.02 billion
funding received in 2018*

59% 
of appeal funding received 
in 2018

More than 55 per cent of IDPs in Juba PoC sites 
are children 
A total of 32,113 displaced people was registered in Juba’s two Protection of Civilian 
(PoC) sites during a biometric registration exercise that was concluded on 23 October. 
Fifty-five per cent of the overall population in the PoC sites were children and young peo-
ple under the age of 18. 

Fifty-two per cent of the population were men and boys, 48 per cent were women and 
girls. The average household size was 3.6 people, excluding 6,105 people who registered 
independently rather than as a household unit. 

Average household sizes may be even higher as families sometimes split and register as 
multiple separate households for a variety of reasons.The PoC 1 site remains the smaller 
of the two PoC sites in Juba, with a total of 7,515 people currently living there. The PoC 3 
site hosts 24,598 individuals. 

The new registration numbers show a significant drop of 18 per cent from earlier figures 
dating back to a previous registration exercise conducted in October 2016. Almost half of 
the decrease is due to the relocation of 3,379 people from Juba PoC 3 site to Mangateen, 
an informal site in Juba, following inter-communal tensions. 

The registration data also indicated that more than 3,600 individuals left the PoC sites for 
unknown destinations. 

Hundreds of thousands of people sought safety in UN bases after the breakout of conflict 
and widespread violence in the country in December 2013. The PoC sites in Juba host 
mainly people displaced from Juba town and locations in Unity.

Biometric registration is being undertaken in many locations in South Sudan, which allows 
for a more accurate picture of the population living in a displacement site and enables 
agencies to plan assistance in a more targeted and accountable way.

Thousands of South Sudanese children 
are growing up in UN protection sites 
around the country. Some have lived 
their entire lives in the camps. Many are 
now starting their primary schooling at 
educational facilities provided by hu-
manitarian organizations.

With the signing of the Revitalized 
Peace Agreement relative calm has 
begun to descend on many parts of the 
country. Refugees and displaced people 
are beginning to return home. 
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WFP boat carries life-saving supplies on the Sobat River. Photo: 
WFP/Gabriela Vivacqua

*According to the Financial Tracking 
Service (https://fts.unocha.org). 
Additional pledges have been 
announced but not yet recorded.

A child being registered by an aid worker at UN House PoC site. 
Photo: WFP/George Fominyen 

$1.7 billion
requirements for South 
Sudan 2018 Humanitarian 
Response Plan 
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However, in recent months, 95 per cent of those arriving at UN camps in the capital Juba 
say they are not in immediate fear for their lives or seeking protection. Rather, they are 
looking for access to basic services and to be reunited with family.

As of 30 October, the number of people 
uprooted since the start of the conflict in 
2013 has reached more than 4.4 million, 
including nearly 1.97 million internally 
displaced people, with up to 85 per cent 
estimated to be children and women. 

Of those, a total of 186,747 are shelter-
ing at the UNMISS PoC sites across the 
country. 

Nearly 2.2 million have departed to 
neighboring countries including Ethiopia, 
DRC, Kenya, Sudan and Uganda.

Displacement and needs continue to rise in 
Greater Baggari area 
The authorities in Wau reported that the humanitarian situation of civilians in Greater 
Baggari, Basellia and Bazia, Wau County had deteriorated over the past months due to 
conflict and displacement. 

Intermittent fighting between SPLA and SPLA-iO forces was reported in several parts of 
the greater Baggari area. Places that had seen fighting included Wad Alel, Farajallah, 
Mboro, Ngok and Ngisa. Humanitarian partners had raised concerns over the security, 
looting and occupation of schools in the conflict areas. 

On 29 October, partners reported that nearly 1,000 people from Greater Baggari had 
been registered in Toby primary school in Jabal Kheyr area in Wau town. The new arrivals 
fled conflict and insecurity from Ngoku and Tadu, and protection concerns, including rape, 
had been reported. 

The Relief and Rehabilitation Commission reported that malnutrition among children, 
pregnant women and new mothers in Farajallah, Ngisa and Mboro had increased. They 
have called upon humanitarians to 
respond to the needs of the people.

However, access to the people af-
fected by the conflict remains inter-
mitent. On 23 October, a humanitarian 
team traveling on a mission to Baggari 
was stopped at a check point in Brinigi 
on Wau-Baggari road. The team was 
ordered by soldiers to return to Wau, 
without being given any reason for 
their decision.

In late October, the authorities denied 
humanitarian flight access to Akwiyo, 
Greater Baggari, reportedly due to 
insecurity in the area. The authorities 
further threatened to issue orders to 
soldiers to shoot down humanitar-
ian helicopters if they attempted to 
conduct operations south west of Wau 
without obtaining approval.

Continuous fighting, 
blanket access denials 
and restrictions of 
movement by parties 
to the conflict have 
greatly constrained 
humanitarian 
operations in most 
parts of Western Bahr 
el Ghazal in recent 
months.
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Fifty-five per cent of 
the overall population 
in the PoC sites are 
children and young 
people under the age 
of 18.
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(IOM, 19 December 2018)

Displaced people by sex and age in Juba PoC site
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The continuous fighting, access denials and restrictions of movement by parties to the 
conflict have greatly constrained humanitarian operations in most parts of Western Bahr 
el Ghazal in recent months.

On 24 October, Human Rights Watch reported that attacks by soldiers to civilians and 
civilian property in June and July 2018, forced tens of thousands of people to flee into the 
bush or to the PoC site and other displacement sites in Wau. 

Witnesses to the attacks in June and July told Human Rights Watch that government 
soldiers attacked and shot civilians, burned or looted homes, occupied schools, and also 
looted a church and two health centers. 

Women and girls sheltering in the PoC site reported that soldiers outside the site had 
sexually harassed, assaulted, and even raped them.

In addition, witnesses also reported that rebels in Wad Alel during June and July forcibly 
recruited young men and looted civilian properties. One young man from Wad Alel said 
that rebels searching for “strong youth” took two of his friends by force.

Human Rights Watch conducted 110 interviews between September 5 and 12 in Wau, 
including 86 residents and people who fled recent fighting in areas outside the city.

Humanitarian river convoy reaches Ulang County
Partners have managed to send boats carrying humanitarian food assistance to Ulang 
County, Upper Nile, for the first time since conflict broke out in the country.

The river convoy, composed of one barge and 11 smaller vessels, transported some 752 
metric tons of food and nutrition supplies including sorghum, pulses, and vegetable oil, 
covering 40,000 people for one month. The nutrition supplies also included Plumpy Nut for 
malnourished children and fortified flour for 
pregnant women and new mothers. 

The vessels took one week to reach Ulang 
County from Renk. The operation negoti-
ated access and gained security guaran-
tees to allow safe passage that brought 
life-saving supplies to tens of thousands of 
displaced people.

“Millions of people don’t know where their 
next meal is coming from,” said Adnan 
Khan, WFP’s Country Director in South 
Sudan. “They urgently need humanitarian 
assistance. Without it, they face serious 
challenges. The opening of more viable delivery routes helps us to reach more people and 
get to them more efficiently.”

In extreme circumstances, airdrops are used to supply remote communities but they are a 
last resort, costing on average six times as much as road or river transport. This successful 
river transport is a break through in safe and cost effective delivery of assistance.

Western Equatoria: Inter-agency team visits 
Lirangu
On 1 October, an inter-agency team visited Lirangu, which is located about 24 km north of 
Yambio town, to assess the needs of about 4,000 displaced people in the area. Lirangu has 
not been accessed by humanitarian organizations since 2016 due to insecurity and access 
restriction by parties to the conflict. Urgent needs identified included food, health, water 
sanitation and hygiene, and protection services. The team reported that health facilities 
and schools in the area have been vandalized by armed groups. During the mission, basic 
medical equipment and drugs were delivered to the health facility in Lirangu.

Women and girls 
sheltering in the UN 
protection site reported 
that soldiers outside 
the site had sexually 
harassed, assaulted, 
and even raped them.

“Millions of people 
don’t know where their 
next meal is coming 
from,” said Adnan 
Khan, WFP’s Country 
Director in South 
Sudan. “They urgently 
need humanitarian 
assistance. Without 
it, they face serious 
challenges.”

Women in Ulang carry food items. Photo: WFP/Gabriela 
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For further information, please contact:  
Christina Corbett, Public Information Officer, christina.corbett@un.org
Iramaku Vundru Wilfred, Reports Officer, vundru@un.org 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.reliefweb.int

Western Equatoria: Grave human rights violations 
in Gbudue and Tambura
A joint investigation conducted by UNMISS Human Rights Division and the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), revealed violations of 
international Human Rights and Humanitarian Law by armed groups against civilians in 
Gbudue and Tambura states between April and August 2018. 

The report that was released on 18 October, documents an increase in violence and at-
tacks that resulted in almost 900 abductions, including 505 women, many forced into sexual 
slavery or combat. Over 24,000 people were forcibly displaced. Reportedly, most of the 
abducted civilians are still held captive. 

The report documents SPLA-iO attacks on at least 28 villages, an IDP settlement, and a 
refugee camp. In these attacks serious violations occurred including rape, sexual slavery, 
forced recruitment, and the destruction of property. 

Corroborated victim and witness accounts indicated that women and girls as young as 
12, who were abducted by opposition forces, were lined up for commanders to choose as 
“wives”. 

Those who were not chosen were left 
for other fighters who subjected them 
to repeated rapes. Abducted young 
men and boys were forced to be fight-
ers or used as porters.

The Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) forces also carried out military 
operations that were characterized by 
serious violations, including unlaw-
ful killings and destruction of civilian 
property, particularly around Nagero in 
Western Equatoria in May 2018.

Amongst its recommendations, the report calls for accountability and to re-establish access 
to basic services, particularly medical and psycho-social support for survivors of sexual 
violence. It also calls on the SPLA-iO to immediately release all civilians.

An increase in violence 
and attacks resulted in 
almost 900 abductions 
including 505 women, 
many forced into 
sexual slavery or 
combat.
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Female
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Men 
44%

(UNMISS Human Right Division, December 2018)

People abducted by armed elements by sex in 
Tambura


