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HIGHLIGHTS
• A demonstration by young 

people led to violence 
against humanitarians and 
assets in Bunj town, Maban 
County.

• Threatening letter presented 
by youth in Malakal PoC sites 
against aid workers from 
Equatoria region.

• Humanitarian assistance 
reach thousands of people in 
central Unity after series of 
challenges to reache them in 
July 2018.

• New Guinea worm cases 
reported in Rumbek Center 
and Rumbek North counties 
after Government announced 
an end to the diease in 
March 2018.

• Inter-agency assessment and 
response mission conducted 
to address needs of IDPs in 
Tambura.

FIGURES
No. of 
Internally 
Displaced 
People

1.84 million

No. of 
refugees in 
neighboring 
countries

2.47 million

No. of people 
assisted in 
2018
(As of 30 July 
2018)

4.5 million

FUNDING

$712.6 million
funding received in 2018*

42% 
of appeal funding received 
in 2018

$1.7 billion
requirements for South 
Sudan 2018 Humanitarian 
Response Plan 

Violence in Bunj: 400 aid workers relocated 
On 23 July, a peaceful demonstration by young people quickly turned into violence 
against humanitarians and humanitarian assets. The groups were demonstrating about a 
lack of jobs, and accused South Sudanese nationals from other regions of taking most of 
the humanitarian jobs in Maban. 

Several NGO bases were set on fire by the demonstrators, while at least 26 vehicles 
belonging to UN agencies and NGOs were vandalized. Several humanitarian warehouses 
and the accommodation of staff members were looted.

One NGO announced that it had suspended activities in Maban County, after armed men 
stormed one of its compounds. They stole property, burnt down a tent full of equipment, 
and destroyed most of the vehicles and communication devices.

Most of the NGOs’ medical support to the host communities and the Sudanese refugees 
and displaced people in the Maban area has been stopped, affecting some 88,000 peo-
ple. The organization condemned the brutal attack and called for respect and protection 
of humanitarian workers and health facilities.

Nearly 400 aid workers of 29 humanitarian organizations, including five UN agencies, 
were relocated from Bunj to Juba. 

In a press release, on 23 July, the Humanitarian Coordinator a.i., Adnan Khan, strongly 
condemned the attacks on aid workers and facilities in Maban. He said: “Aid workers, 
regardless of where they are from, sacrifice their time and all too often their safety to save 
people affected by the South Sudan crisis. They are free to work in any part of the country 
in line with the law of the land.”

He called on all authorities to 
ensure the safety and security of 
humanitarian workers in areas un-
der their control across the coun-
try, and to work to prevent future 
threats against them.

Over 144,000 refugees from Su-
dan live in four refugee camps in 
Maban County and are relying on 
humanitarian assistance for their 
survival.
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WFP office burnt by protesters in Bunj, Maban County. Photo: WFP.

*According to the Financial Tracking 
Service (https://fts.unocha.org). 
Additional pledges have been 
announced but not yet recorded.

UN Agency vehicle burnt by protesters in Bunj town. 
Photo: Save the Children
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Threats against aid workers in Malakal Protec-
tion of Civilians site 
Youth have been threatening aid workers in the Malakal PoC site, and have made it clear 
that people from other states, mainly the Equatoria region, are not welcome to work in the 
PoC site. They accused Equatorians of taking jobs and cited unemployment as one of the 
causes of suicide in the site.

Humanitarian activities in the Malakal PoC site are now at a very low capacity, with 
the health sector most affected. Queues at clinics and births attended to by uncertified 
midwives have increased. The camp management teams are unable to access the site 
to carry out maintenance activities, including water supply and sanitation, due to safety 
concerns.

There have also been threats against national aid workers in Bentiu PoC site (Unity) 
and Aweil West (Northern Bahr el Ghazal). Partners have engaged with the authorities, 
telling them clearly that humanitarian and UN staff members are not recruited based on 
ethnicity. The effects of violence or damage to humanitarian assets hits local people first, 
partners said.

Partners continue to engage to ensure that there is accountability for the actions in these 
key areas. A joint set of messages have been developed to be used with the authorities, 
regarding standard recruitment practices, emphasizing that they are based on objective 
qualifications and principles.  Partners also planned to support youth, particularly in the 
PoC sites, in capacity building to enable them to find employment.

Humanitarian assistance reaches thousands of 
people in central Unity
Partners have successfully negotiated humanitarian access to different locations in cen-
tral Unity after a series of challenges to reach people in the area during July 2018. 

Humanitarians are providing assistance in Koch, Mayendit, Leer and other neighbouring 
counties through the Integrated Rapid Response Mechanism (IRRM).

The team has distributed 15 days of food 
assistance to more than 109,600 people 
in central Unity. These included 23,000 
people in Din-Din, 15,400 in Padeah and 
19,000 people in Thonyor in Leer County; 
about 12,300 people in Dablual, 9,470 
people in Mayendit town; and nearly 
30,300 people in Thaker and Rubkuai, all 
in Mayendit County. Nearly 3,000 women 
and girls also have received dignity kits in 
Mayendit County.

Partners continue to expand assistance, 
including food and nutrition support, in 
Leer town in Leer County and Koch town 
and Bieh in Koch County. They continue 
to provide coverage for health, nutrition, 
WASH, non-food items and emergency 
shelter, and protection services during this 
central Unity response.

Humanitarian organizations continue to 
scale-up efforts to contain the resurgence 
of a cholera outbreak in central Unity. In Leer, cholera vaccination campaigns were 
launched in Padeah, Din-Din, Touchriak and Mier.

Humanitarian activities 
in the Malakal PoC 
site are running at a 
low capacity, with the 
health sector most 
affected. Queues at 
clinics and attendance 
of births by uncertified 
midwives have 
increased.

More than 109,600 
people have received 
15-day food ration in 
in Din-Din, Padeah 
and Thonyor in Leer 
County, Dablual, 
Mayendit HQ, Thaker 
and Rubkuai in 
Mayendit County.
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As of the 12 July a total of 
13,800 people have received 
the preventive cholera vac-
cine, out of the targeted 
40,000 people. 

Between April and June this 
year, fighting resumed in 
Koch, Mayendit and Leer, 
causing civilians to flee into 
bushes, swamps and islands 
for safety. Humanitarian 
compounds were looted and 
aid workers were forced 
to relocate their staff.

New Guinea worm cases in Rumbek Center and 
Rumbek North
Partners have received confirmation of new human cases of Guinea worm disease (dra-
cunculiasis) in the country. The Ministry of Health had announced an end to the disease in 
March 2018.

In a press release on 23 July, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported three new 
Guinea worm cases in Rumbek North and Rumbek Center counties. Two of the cases 
originated from Pakam in Rumbek Center County, while the third is reportedly from Rup in 
Rumbek North County. 

The victims, two female and one male, are receiving treatment at Rumbek. Detailed inves-
tigations were conducted into the three cases to map their close contacts, and open water 
sources visited after the worms emerged. Partners will improve access to safe water and do 
public awareness campaigns. There will also be countrywide surveillance to detect addi-
tional cases.

Inter-communal violence has made the work of the South Sudan Guinea Worm Eradica-
tion Programme (SSGWEP) more difficult. Ongoing disarmament of civilians in the affected 
areas will help the SSGWEP to reach the communities.

Mr Evans Liyosi, WHO Representative a.i. said: “The recent setback following detection of 
three new cases in South Sudan is a new challenge the program is faced with. 

“The program must enhance partnership with other actors including the health agencies, 
schools, youth groups, the church and mosques as well as other community programmes, 
under the new vision of the Boma Health Initiative (BHI),” he added.

In 2006, South Sudan reported 20,581 cases of Guinea worm from 3,320 endemic villages, 
which had decreased to six cases in 2016, with the last human case reported in December 
2016. 

From January to June 2018, South Sudan reported zero human cases of Guinea worm 
disease. This followed a sustained eradication campaign led by the South Sudan Guinea 
Worm Eradication Programme, with support from the WHO and partners.

Guinea worm disease is a parasitic infection caused by a nematode roundworm parasite. It 
is contracted mostly when people consume water from stagnant sources contaminated with 
Guinea worm larvae. 

The disease takes a year to manifest, and once it shows, patients have severe flu-like 
symptoms and blisters that cause intense pain and even disability.

In 2006, South Sudan 
reported 20,581 cases 
of Guinea worm cases 
from 3,320 endemic 
villages, decreasing to 
six cases in 2016, with 
the last human case 
reported in December 
2016.

Aid worker measures the upper-arm circumference of a malour-
ished child in central Unity. Photo: UNICEF

An estimated 7.1 
million people in the 
country would face 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3) 
or worse acute food 
insecurity, of which 
155,000 are estimated 
to be in Catastrophe 
(IPC Phase 5) 
including 55,000 
people in central Unity.
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For further information, please contact:  
Christina Corbett, Public Information Officer, christina.corbett@un.org
Iramaku Vundru Wilfred, Reports Officer, vundru@un.org 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.reliefweb.int

Over 4,100 IDP families receive humanitarian as-
sistance in Tambura
From 21 to 26 July, an inter-agency assessment and response mission was conducted to 
address the humanitarian needs of the displaced people in Tambura town. During the mis-
sion, a 15-day food ration and non-food items were distributed to over 4,100 IDP families. At 
least 1,063 families also received kitchen sets. However, access to safe water, hygiene and 
sanitation remains a gap. The IDPs in Tambura were displaced from Nagero after fighting 
that began on17 May 2018.

On 27 July, the assessment team proceeded to Nagero and conducted a rapid needs as-
sessment. No civilian population was observed in Nagero town or in many of the payams 
along the 100km Tambura-Nagero road. There was an estimated 50 civilians, mostly elderly 
people, blind people, women and children living close to the military barracks, reportedly 
for safety. There had been significant damage to the Primary Health Care Center. About 
200 burned houses were seen. The immediate needs reported were food, nutrition, health, 
NFIs, WASH and protection.

The assessment and response mission follows a high-level delegation of humanitarian 
organizations to Tambura, Western Equatoria led by Humanitarian Coordinator for South 
Sudan, Mr. Alain Noudéhou, on 12 July 2018.

The delegation met with the Governor of Tambura, local authorities, community leaders, 
aid organizations, as well as displaced women and children who expressed their desire to 
return home once the fighting stops.

Attacks against aid workers and assets continue to be reported in several parts of Western 
Equatoria. On 14 July, an armed group ambushed an NGO convoy of 17 trucks near Kotobi 
in Mundri West County. The trucks were travelling from Juba to Tambura to deliver food and 
medical items meant for IDPs in Tambura town.

Over 4,100 displaced 
people families were 
provided with a 15-day 
food ration and non-
food items in Tambura 
town.

Humanitarian Coordinator Alain Noudéhou speaks to displaced 
people in Tambura town. Photo: UNMISS


