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Available funding 

$29.4 
million

  

$29.4 million received for 2016

$25 million allocated

35 humanitarian partners supported

94 projects funded by SHF

7% of HRP2 funding channeled through SHF

• In 2016, the Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF) continued to be a crucial tool for timely, coordinated and effective 
humanitarian response to the most urgent needs in Somalia.

• By the end of November 2016, some US$25 million had been channeled to support critical humanitarian response 
through 35 humanitarian partners for 94 projects across the country.

• SHF allocations were closely aligned with the United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to ensure 
complementarity and effective use of the limited resources.

• The implementation and further strengthening of SHF’s accountability framework  ensured  that funds were used efficiently, 
despite the challenging operational environment in Somalia.

• Donors continue to demonstrate trust and support for the Fund, committing some $25 million in contributions for 2016 
on top of $4.4 million carried over from 2015.

Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF) is managed by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

SOMALIA HUMANITARIAN FUND

©Omar K. / IOM

1 All data as of 30 November 2016. Allocation data includes projects for which 
funds have been set aside and for which review has been ongoing as of set date. 
Contribution data includes contributions for 2016 committed or paid as of set date.   
2 HRP - Somalia Humanitarian Response Plan

2016 INTERIM UPDATE

3 Contributions for the year 2016. The year of deposit might vary.
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Humanitarian needs in Somalia remain high, with 
alarming  levels of malnutrition rates, food insecurity, 
displacements, disease outbreaks and floods. The 
situation has been compounded by ongoing drought, 
especially in the northern regions. 

The added value of the SHF has been demonstrated time 
and again in 2016, as the Fund supported response to 
numerous emerging emergencies. Combining flexibility 
and strategic focus, the Fund has ensured timely allocation 
of scarce resources, enabled humanitarian interventions 
and strengthened humanitarian coordination. 

Drought response 

In early 2016, SHF allocations were critical in kick-starting 
early response to assist people affected by severe drought 
conditions in northern Somalia. A $6.5 million allocation, 
which complemented an $11 million CERF rapid response 
allocation, provided funding for urgent response as laid 
out in the "Call for aid: Drought and El Niño"in the most 
affected areas - Awdal, Bari, Nugaal, Sanaag, Sool and 
Woqooyi Galbeed regions. Thirty one projects funded 
by the SHF focused on food security, health, nutrition, 
protection, shelter and WASH interventions.

Together, CERF and SHF supported critical life-saving 
activities to avert deterioration of the situation and 
help rebuild livelihood systems for the drought-affected 
households.

Supporting IDPs in Baidoa and Kismayo 

SHF provided critical funding to boost timely humanitarian 
response in Baidoa and Kismayo triggered by the massive 
influx of people displaced by conflict, forced evictions and 
seasonal flooding. This critical $7 million funding injection 

came at a time when life-saving clusters had received less 
than a quarter of their financial requirements (as part of 
the 2016 Somalia HRP) and helped to ease congestion 
in overcrowded IDP settlements. The Fund supported 
access to basic services for 58,000 most vulnerable IDPs 
in Baidoa (31,000) and Kismayo (26,000).

Supporting IDPs in Mogadishu

The Fund contributed to life-saving response for some 
75,000 IDPs, most of whom were evicted from Mogadishu 
in 2015. The $7 million allocation helped address 
immediate humanitarian needs, provide livelihood inputs 
and catalyze sustainable solutions for IDPs in Daynille 
and Dharkenley areas.

Agile response capacity - individual allocations 

The SHF's individual reserve allocations were a vital 
enabler of humanitarian response in critical moments.  
An allocation of $600,000 for health and WASH activities 
helped reduce morbidity and mortality related to a major 
outbreak of  acute watery diarrhea (AWD) /cholera) in 
Kismayo. More than 14,000 cases of AWD/cholera were 
reported in Somalia from January to September 2016, up 
from 5,300 cases reported in 2015. SHF-funded response 
activities targeted 25,000 vulnerable people in Kismayo. 
The allocation complemented the $1.9 million CERF 
grant to contain the outbreak in seven other districts.

SHF funded non-food items for 24,000 of the 70,000 
people displaced by floods in Belet Weyne in June. Some 
$400,000 was allocated to support the operational costs 
and transportation of 4,000 non-food items.

In October, SHF allocated $400,000 to scale up access 
to safe water and provide food for 9,400 people affected 

2016 IN REVIEW

ALLOCATIONS TIMELINE (allocations in million US$, as of 30 November 2016)  
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by severe drought conditions in Afmadow, Lower Juba 
region.

With the Food Security Nutrition and Analysis Unit 
(FSNAU) facing critical funding shortage, SHF allocated 
$500,000 to support the collection and analysis of food 
and nutrition data, critical to inform response in Somalia.

SHF allocated $1.4 million to enable access and provided 
operational support to humanitarian interventions in 
Somalia. Some $400,000 of this amount was allocated 
for the rehabilitation of the Conoco airstrip in Nugaal 
and  another $1 million supported United Nations 
Humanitarian Air Services (UNHAS) in Somalia.  These 
interventions boosted air access to areas affected by 
severe drought conditions in Nugaal and surrounding 
regions, enabled the movement of more than 3,300 
humanitarian workers and the delivery of 28 metric tons 
of humanitarian cargo.

ENHANCING ACCOUNTABILITY 
In 2016, SHF has continued to implement robust 
accountability measures to provide guarantees that its 
funds are used appropriately and efficiently. Through 
pooling and mitigating the multi-layered risks of 
humanitarian operations in Somalia, the SHF has 
maintained its comparative advantage as an attractive 
tool that enables donors to channel funds regardless of 
nature, location or mode of delivery of response.

Expanding and maintaining pool of partners

While over two thirds of 2016 funds were channeled 
through non-governmental organizations (19 per cent 
national and 50 per cent to international organizations), 
SHF took further steps to expand the Fund's partnership 
pool to enable best-positioned partners access SHF 
funds. 
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END OF 2016 AND OUTLOOK FOR 2017

The humanitarian situation in Somalia remains fragile.  
Some five million Somalis are food insecure, more than 
320,000 children under age 5 are malnourished, of 
which 50,000 are severely malnourished and far more 
vulnerable than any other group. Over 1.1 million people 
remain internally displaced,  living in overcrowded 
settlements, exposed to protection risks, such as forced 
evictions, discrimination, child rights violations and 
gender-based violence. 

Despite donor generosity, the humanitarian funding for 
Somalia remains below average compared to previous 
years. The Somalia HRP is only 47 per cent funded (at 
$413 million), and funds at disposal through SHF have 
been depleted.

SHF is a critical source of predictable, quick and flexible 
funding, but it can add most value by supporting life-
saving and critical humanitarian response only when 
sufficiently resourced. 

Donors are encouraged to replenish the Fund in 2017 
with increased contributions. This will advance SHF's 
ability to provide predictable, adequate and timely 
support for the most strategic emergency interventions 
in Somalia. 

Relying on its standard and reserve allocation modalities, 
SHF will continue to provide a lifeline for national and 
international partners  to save lives and assist the most 
vulnerable people in Somalia, boost response and 
strengthen coordination.
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The second round of capacity assessments which will 
identify and vet new partners and assess the performance 
of existing ones will be finalized in the first half of 2017. 
The independent exercise will make the fund more agile 
in supporting response and strengthen partnerships in 
Somalia.

Monitoring implementation and performance

To retain real-time understanding of the use of funds, 
implementation challenges and opportunities for 
improving efficiency, SHF continuously analyzes and 
triangulates information from various sources such as 
third party and call centre monitoring, project reports 
and partner information exchange.

The use of third-party monitoring (TPM) was further 
strengthened in 2016, focusing on high and medium 
risk rated projects and partners. It enabled SHF to 
mitigate the challenge of accessing project sites due to 
insecurity, obtain independent assessment of progress 
towards reaching the intended results and contributed 
towards the comprehensive understanding of partners' 
performance.

The 2016 TPM feedback confirmed the effectiveness 
and relevance of SHF-funded interventions which was 
supported through witness accounts from the beneficiaries 
and community representatives. It also provided valuable 
information to feed into the SHF prioritization and partner 
selection processes.

The SHF also continues to be a key partner of the 
Risk Management Unit, seeking further collection and 

harmonized approaches among UN agencies and NGOs.

Financial controls

In 2016, financial reporting requirements have 
been tightened, with greater scrutiny of supporting 
documentation. Furthermore, disbursements of final 
installments are now pegged on the clearance of financial 
reports.

In 2017, SHF will start conducting financial spot checks 
and move towards risk- and partner-based auditing 
system. This will further add to the accountable and 
efficient use of SHF funds.

The latest version of this document is available on the SHF website at www.unocha.org/somalia/shf or on Reliefweb at www.reliefweb.int . For 
additional information, please contact kovacm@un.org , afifa@un.org or shfsomalia@un.org. All data as of 30 November 2016. Allocation data includes 
projects for which funds have been set aside and for which review has been ongoing as of that date. Contribution data includes donor contributions 
committed or paid for the year 2016 as of 30 November. Real-time data is available at gms.unocha.org/bi . Produced by the United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Somalia | November 2016.
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ANNEX 1: CLUSTER SUMMARIES (as of 30 November 2016) 
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2016 HRP funding 

SHF funding, $6.4 million 
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2016 SHF allocation summary 

$6,392,390
Allocation from SHF
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FOOD SECURITY  

2016 HRP funding 

SHF funding, $2.4 million 

Other - $17 million  

2016 SHF allocation summary 

$2,400,086
Allocation from SHF

12%
of HRP funding received 

11 partners, 12 projects 

HEALTH

2016 HRP funding 

SHF funding, $1 million 

Other - $3.7 million  

2016 SHF allocation summary 

$1,000,000
Allocation from SHF

21%
of HRP funding received 

1 partner, 1 project 

LOGISTICS

2016 HRP funding 

SHF funding, $2.6 million 

Other - $34.8 million  

2016 SHF allocation summary 

$2,633,085
Allocation from SHF

7%
of HRP funding received 

9 partners, 13 projects 

NUTRITION

2016 HRP funding 

SHF funding, $2.3 million 

Other - $13.7 million  

2016 SHF allocation summary 

$2,332,343
Allocation from SHF

14%
of HRP funding received 

9 partners, 15 projects 

PROTECTION

2016 HRP funding 

SHF funding, $2.5 million 

Other - $11 million  

2016 SHF allocation summary 

$1,878,807
Allocation from SHF

22%
of HRP funding received 

7 partners, 10 projects 

SHELTER & NFIs

2016 HRP funding 

SHF funding, $4.2 million 

Other - $18.9 million  

2016 SHF allocation summary 

$4,107,155
Allocation from SHF

18%
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13 partners, 16 projects 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE

2016 HRP funding 

$37.4
million 

$154.7
million 

$16
million 

$19.4
million 

$13.5
million 

$23.1
million 

$4.7 
million 
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 status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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