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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Good prospects for 2012 main season cereal crops 

 Prices of cereals decline across the country, but are still high 

 About 4.3 million people are food insecure, but food security 
conditions are expected to improve in coming months 

Favourable outlook for the 2012 main cropping 
season 

Harvesting of the 2012 sorghum and millet crops is expected to start 
from late October in most cropping areas of the country and production 
prospects are favourable. Good rains between June and August had a 
positive impact on crop growth, pasture conditions and water availability 
for livestock. Recent heavy rains caused localized flash floods in 
Darfur, Kassala, Gadaref and Blue Nile states, affecting thousands of 
people. Unusual rains into October, especially in southern cropping 
areas, carry some risk of damaging mature standing crops and 
hampering harvesting operations. 
 
Cereal production in 2012, including the small irrigated wheat crop to 
be harvested in March 2013, is forecast at about 5.2 million tonnes, well 
above last year’s drought affected crop and about 15 percent above the 
last five years average. Good weather conditions and the increased 
engagement of IDPs in cultivation in conflict affected areas contributed 
to the optimistic outlook. 
 
Cereal import requirements in 2012/13 marketing year 
(November/October) are forecast at an average of 2.2 million tonnes, 
well below the record level of the previous year. 

Cereal prices decline, but are still high 
Prices of the main domestic cereals (mainly sorghum and millet) started 
to decline in August from their record high levels. The gradual release 
of stocks by traders, as the good prospects for current crops became 
apparent, together with the recent improved humanitarian aid 
distribution in some conflict-affected areas, are the likely contributing 
factors for the price reductions. In fact, wholesale prices of sorghum 
(feterita) declined in September by 10 percent in both the capital 
Khartoum and in El Gadarif, located in the main producing area, and by 
34 percent in Al Fashir in North Darfur. However, despite the recent 
reductions, current sorghum and millet prices are still up to 150 percent 
of their levels of the same month last year. Between August and 
September, wholesale prices of wheat, mostly imported and consumed 
in urban markets, declined by 5 percent in Khartoum but, compared to 
September 2011, they are currently 18 percent higher. 

Food security conditions expected to improve 
Countrywide, the estimated number of people in need of food 
assistance has currently reached its peak, at the end of the lean 
season, with about 4.3 million people. Overall food security conditions 
are expected to improve in the coming weeks with the beginning of the 
new harvest. In particular, the number of food insecure people is 
expected to decrease significantly in Darfur (by approximately one 
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third) due to the good production prospects and improved access to 
land for IDPs. 
 
However, food insecurity is likely to persist in conflict-affected areas of 
the Blue Nile, South Kordofan and North Darfur states as well as 
among poor households in the Red Sea and Kassala states. 
 
According to the UNHCR, since June 2011, more than 210 000 
Sudanese refugees from South Kordofan and Blue Nile states fled to 
Upper Nile and Unity states in South Sudan and to western Ethiopia. 

 
 

 

 


