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Children attending hand washing session organized by Save the Children in a government school facility.  (Photo Save the Children) 

 

                                          

1. General Overview 

Floods resulting from monsoon rains have affected nearly 5 million people, damaging over 630,000 
houses in the worst-hit districts in Pakistan.1 Whilst the humanitarian community is continuing relief 
operations, the lack of adequate housing, food, clean water and medical assistance due to insufficient 
funding, feeds a vicious circle where women and children deprived of these basic needs are more 
prone to disease and other complications from malnutrition, exposure, and cold weather. 

                                                 
1
 http://www.ndma.gov.pk/Documents/monsoon/2012/damages/december/damages_details_10_12_2012.pdf 
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“The temperature is dropping, and that is causing an increase in respiratory problems and other 
health conditions,” said Stacey Winston, spokesperson in Pakistan for the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)2. 

Hoping that the flood waters would have receded by now, 97 percent of the displaced people have 
returned to their villages. However, according to the latest UNOCHA reports, nearly all of them are 
staying in temporary shelters, next to their damaged homes and still need assistance. The remaining 
3 percent of people are living in camp-like settings sheltering in tents, schools and health facilities 
and struggling to fight the cold in the absence of warm clothes, enough blankets, and proper shelter.  

Besides this, communities are unable to restore livelihoods due to standing water in their land. 
According to the latest UNOCHA bulletin, “Many farming communities will miss the winter 
cropping season in Sindh.”  

According to the early findings of the Livelihood Recovery Appraisal conducted by the Food 
Security Cluster, floods in three successive years have taken their toll on livelihoods. Flood-affected 
people from past years (2010 and 2011) in Jaffarabad have contracted debt (at least 20 per cent in 
the last 6 months), and 16 per cent have gone into debt to purchase food. The third consecutive year 
of flooding in the same districts has had a devastating effect on the livelihoods of the people of the 
districts: in Jaffarabad, an estimated 95 per cent of standing crops were affected or destroyed, and 50 
per cent of agriculture and livestock based livelihood families were affected. Currently, the Food 
Security cluster– like the other clusters - is in the process of conducting a detailed food security 
assessment for Monsoon 2012 in the seven most flood-affected districts of Punjab, Sindh and 
Balochistan.  

Wheat represents a major food and income source for these families and the loss of the season will 
set families back with further debt, and less food and income for the upcoming year.  

Support for livestock survival, including veterinary services, feed/fodder and clean water as well as 
cash are currently the critical priorities in all districts hit by the floods if livelihoods are to be 
restored3.  

According to UNOCHA, the UN appeal for humanitarian assistance for floods 2012 still lacks 120 
million US dollars, even three months after the disaster began. Funding for the nutrition cluster 
stands at 28 percent; WASH (water, sanitation and hygiene) is at 8 percent, health is at 6 percent, 
and shelter is at just 5 percent. 

“The need to prepare the nation for disasters is not only the need of the moment but is the ultimate 
solution to the continuous stream of floods that might continue in the coming days due to 
aggravated global climate” said Chairman NDMA, Dr Zafar Iqbal Qadir in a workshop on 
Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Management in Agriculture and Food Security Sector. 
 

                                                 
2 http://www.irinnews.org/Report/97136/PAKISTAN-Struggling-to-provide-for-flood-victims 
3
 http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Pakistan%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20December%202012.pdf 

http://pakresponse.info/Portals/0/Emergencies/Monsoon%202012/Sitreps/Pakistan%20Hum%20Dashboard%2012%20Dec%202012_ver2.pdf


 

Pakistan Flood Response Situation Report #24, 31 December 2012    

 

 

Humanitarian partners need funding to alleviate the suffering of millions of flood-affected 
people.   

 
Key Advocacy Messages: 
 

1. Immediate humanitarian relief needs to be provided to over 5 million vulnerable people 
left destitute and without means to recover from the floods.  

 
2. Malnutrition rates in some of the flood-affected districts were already beyond emergency 

thresholds and are worse than in some places in sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
3. INGOs and other humanitarian actors need support in mobilizing additional resources 

both locally and globally for humanitarian programs in flood-affected districts, without 
the modification of existing programs. 

 
4. Children’s needs and rights should be made a top priority by all actors, through 

recognizing that climate related crises in Pakistan including floods and droughts are child 
survival emergencies because of the health and protection risks faced by millions of 
children.   

 
5. Floods and monsoon information systems, including community vulnerability indices, 

need to be improved to allow for more accurate predictions and more timely and robust 
humanitarian response and recovery programs. 

 

2. Save the Children’s Program 

With a $30 million funding target, Save the Children’s emergency response strategy aims to reach 1 
million people including 500,000 children by March 2013. This represents over 20% of the affected 
population.   
 
To date, Save the Children has reached more than 360,000 people through Shelter, Food Aid, 
Health, Education and Child Protection programs. Save the Children is working to expand its 
program to address the immediate and early recovery needs of the affected population.  
 
Save the Children has deployed a team of nearly 200 staff members to respond to the emergency 
needs of affected communities. Save the Children is implementing a shelter program with the 
support of IOM/DFID, and distributing food with the support of WFP. The organization has 
begun an ECHO-funded child protection and health programme, as well as a UNICEF-funded 
nutrition project in Jacobabad. In addition, Save the Children is implementing a SIDA-funded 
education and child protection project in Sindh.  
 
However, Save the Children’s WASH, Food Security and Livelihood programmes are not yet 
funded. Overall, 90 percent of Save the Children’s response strategy remains unfunded.  
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Highlights: 
 
Highlights of activities since the last situation report (two weeks ago) include: 
 

 A total of 1,044 men, women and children benefited from basic health services 

 13,906 new beneficiaries have been provided with NFIs in Rajanpur and Jacobabad. .   

 Save the Children has started its Nutrition programme in Jacobabad reaching 3,269 children 
with Severe Acute Malnutrition and Moderate Acute Malnutrition.  
 

Table 1: Total beneficiaries reached to date by Save the Children’s Response: 

 

Sector 
New Beneficiary Since 

Last Sitrep 
Total to Date 

Child Protection 962 7,546 

Education 165 4,921 

Health  1,044 41,400 

Nutrition 3,269  3,269 

NFI 13,906  141,757 

Food Aid - 207,706 

Total  406,599 

Total with 10% reduction for double-counting 365,939 

 

Muhammad Hassan Noor Saadi is the Team Leader for this response. He can be contacted at 

hassan.noor@savethechildren.org 

mailto:hassan.noor@savethechildren.org
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3. Case Study 

 
Imran, 7, lives in village Daud Khan Khoso with his four siblings and widow mother, Hajal. Imran’s 
village was listed as one of those severely affected by 
the floods in Jacobabad. His mother takes care of the 
family and is the head of the household following her 
husband’s passing four years ago.  
 
“We are suffering from multiple calamities”, said 
Hajal. “Before the floods, my husband was used to 
cultivate crops in the field and we, the females in the 
house made handicrafts at homes. Life was going 
smoothly and we had enough money to survive. My 
husband passed away four years ago and then we 
suffered the havoc and floods desolation. Our home 
was washed away, so now we are living without a roof 
over our head besides the broken boundaries of our 
home.” 
 
“My son and one daughter are school going. They 
walk a mile to school. We survive by utilizing our 
skills, while my children go to school the rest of us 
stitch clothes and do embroidery work. One product 
is sold for about 30 (US$ 0.33) rupees.”  
 
Hajal’s village was completely surrounded by floodwater following the floods. The residents were 
unable to access their homes for weeks. Save the Children’s teams identified and supported the 
community of this village by providing over a hundred families with basic shelter and non-food 
items (NFIs).  

 
“People in our village suggested that we join 
the crowd of refugees. They told us an 
organization was helping the flood victims. 
Some officials told us that we were eligible for 
assistance and then provided us with 
temporary shelter and NFIs. We were barely 
surviving then. The assistance was important 
for our survival. Now we continue our 
handicrafts work. Money we earned from 
selling the items has helped me to purchase 
winter clothes for my children. I am thankful 
that they can sleep at night.”  
  

Imran, with his family, outside his temporary shelter 

Imran, doing his homework while his sister doing embroidery 


