
SEPTEMBER– NOVEMBER 2014 

RAINFALL HIGHLIGHTS 

 The season started slowly 
with a delays over most 
parts of the region. A delay 
of one or two dekad(s)  
was observed.  

 Over eastern part of the 
region covering the south-
ern DRC, Zambia, Zim-
babwe, the southern Mo-
zambique and northern 
part of South Africa was 
drier than normal.  

 Some wet spots were ob-

served during this period, 

spreading over eastern 

DRC, west and south of 

Tanzania, central Namibia, 

Botswana and South Af-

rica.  

 

 

 

DJF2014/15 RAINFALL 

OUTLOOK SUMMARY 

For the period December 
2014 to February 2015, 
there is a high likelihood of: 
 
 normal to above-

normal rainfall condi-
tions in the bulk of the 
SADC Region. 

 
 normal to below-

normal rainfall condi-
tions in the  north 
eastern Tanzania and 
south-eastern Mada-
gascar Island.  

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

GLOBAL SST FORECAST 

 Neutral ENSO state con-

tinued to prevail in Octo-

ber 2014.   

 Above-average Sea sur-

face temperatures (SST) 
was observed over the 

equatorial eastern Pa-
cific Ocean.   

 Positive SST anomalies 

persisted over the cen-

tral and southern Indian 
Ocean.. 

 Brandon Marion Index  

(BMI)  is projected to 

remain neutral during 
the entire forecast pe-

riod. 
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RAINFALL REVIEW  
( 29 August— 26 November 2014)  

There was a sow start of the season was observed 

over the region during the period under review, with 

northern part receiving the normal condition of the 

long term mean of the period,  over DRC, Tanzania, 

central Angola, Namibia and South Africa (Fig. 3) . The 

figure depicts  suppressed rains  across Zambia, Zim-

babwe, Malawi, northern part of Mozambique and 

South Africa, as well Madagascar Island.  

This resulted in moisture deficits and worsen condi-
tions on the ground (Fig.4). 

El Nino Southern Oscillation  

There is a 58% chance of El Niño during the 

Southern Hemisphere summer, which is favoured 

to last into the early  2015. (Fig. 1). 

 Overall, several features across the tropical Pacific 

are characteristic of borderline El Niño conditions, 

but collectively, the combined atmosphere and 

oceanic state remains ENSO-neutral. 

 

Brandon Marion Index  
The SSTs around the Marion Island in south-
western  Indian Ocean continues to be warmer 
than normal  over Brandon area (east of Madagas-
car), Fig.2. These SST anomaly differences define a 
neutral Brandon Marion Index (BMI).  

GLOBAL SST FORECASTS AND CURRENT STATE OF RAINY SEASON  

Fig.1. Multi-model ENSO forecasts (Source: CPC/NOAA) 
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Fig. 2. Sept-Oct 2014 global SST  showing neutral BMI 
[Source: NOAA] 

Fig. 3.  Accumulated (mm) ,  29 Aug — 26 Nov 2014  
[Source: CPC) 

Fig. 4.  Precipitation departure from normal (%) ,  
29 Aug — 26 Nov 2014 [Source: CPC) 



SHORT-TERM FORECAST (01 to 17 Dec 2014)  

The persistence of the ITCZ zone over the north-

ern parts of the sub-continental region will en-

hance rainfall over Angola, DRC, Tanzania, parts of 

Namibia, northern Malawi, and northern Zambia 

for the next two weeks (Fig.5.a.b. ). 

Largely dry conditions are expected during the 

next week over south Malawi, central Mozambique, 

eastern Zimbabwe and western part of Madagas-

car (Fig.6).  

Improved rain conditions will be observed over 

Zimbabwe and Mozambique in the second week of 

December 2014 Fig.5.b.  
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Fig. 7. SADC mean rainfall (mm)  for  December-January
-February season for the period  1961– 1990 

Fig.5.a: Precipitation (mm) forecast for  01 Dec - 09 Dec, 
2014 (source: IGES/COLA) 

Fig.6.  Precipitation (% of normal) forecast for 
01Dec—09 Dec, 2014 (source: IGES/COLA) 

 

SADC mean rainfall for DJF for 1961-1990 

The long-term mean for December-January-

February rainfall shows maxima of above 600 milli-

metres over much of Malawi, Zambia, Angola, 

southern half of DRC, central and northern Mo-

zambique as well as Mauritius and Madagascar 

Figure 7. The remainder of the region receives 

rainfall less than 400 millimetres gradually de-

creasing south-westwards to southwest South Af-

rica and Namibia where the mean rainfall is below 

100 millimetres. 
Fig.5.b:  Precipitation (mm) forecast for  10 Dec - 17 Dec, 
2014 (source: IGES/COLA) 



Zone 5: South-western fringe of Namibia and 
south-western South Africa. 
Increased chances of normal to above-
normal rainfall 
 
Zone 6: Western Madagascar.  
Increased chances of normal to above-
normal rainfall 
 
Zone 7: Eastern Madagascar.   
Increased chances of normal to below-
normal rainfall 
 
Zone 8: Southernmost Madagascar.   
Increased chances of normal to below-
normal rainfall 
 
Zone 9: Mauritius. 
Increased chances of normal to below-
normal rainfall 
 
Zone 10: Seychelles. 
Increased chances of above-normal to 
normal rainfall 
 
Notes:  

1. The season is expected to have normal 
rainfall over the whole SADC Region.  

2. The numbers in each zone (Fig. 8) indicate the 

probabilities of each of the three categories: 
Above-normal, Normal and Below-normal  rela-
tive to the 1971-2000 climatological baseline 
(Fig. 7).  The top number indicates the probabil-
ity of rainfall  occurring in the Above-normal 
category, the middle number for Normal and the 
bottom number for  Below-normal  category.  

3. The users are strongly advised to contact their 

NMHSs for interpretation of this Outlook, finer 
details, updates and additional guidance. 

4. Acknowledgements:  
 SADC NMHSs, 

 Global climate monitoring and  predic-

tion centres 

 WMO 

  

DJF FORECAST DETAILS 
 
For December 2014 to February,  2015, most parts 
of the SADC region are expected to receive normal 
to above-normal rainfall. The exception is   south-
western part of the region which is to be above - 
normal to normal rainfall.  
 

Zone 1: DRC, Zambia, Malawi, bulk of Angola, most 
of Zimbabwe, greater part of Mozambique and south
-western half of Tanzania.  
Increased chances of normal to above-normal 
rainfall 
 
Zone 2:  North-eastern half of Tanzania.   
Increased chances of normal to below-normal 
rainfall 
 
Zone 3: South-western Angola, most of Namibia, 
western half of Botswana, most of central and west-
ern parts of South Africa and Lesotho. 
Increased chances of normal to above-normal 
rainfall 
 
Zone 4: South-western Zimbabwe, eastern half of 
Botswana, north and central South Africa, eastern 
Lesotho, Swaziland and southern Mozambique.   
Increased chances of normal to above-normal 
rainfall 
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Fig 8. SADC rainfall outlook for  April to  June 2014  


