
 
 CYCLONE IDAI FAST FACTS

SOUTHERN AFRICA FLOODS & CYCLONE EMERGENCY RESPONSE

On March 14, 2019 Cyclone Idai made landfall in the southern African countries of Malawi, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe.  In Mozambique, 
where the majority of deaths occurred, the impact was devastating, particularly in Beira. Many children and their communities have been 
affected, including areas where World Vision is implementing long-term development programmes. This disaster follows successive failed 
crop seasons due to poor rainfall and drought, that affected most of the areas experiencing flooding and the cyclone. 

Across Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe
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A child survivor stands next to ruins of his home destroyed by Cyclone Idai.
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World Vision’s Response

World Vision aims to help 500,000 people over the next 12 

months through food and livelihoods support; shelter; water, 

sanitation and hygiene; and child protection programs.

World Vision emergency response specialists have been deployed 

to Mozambique to support their colleagues. Relief distributions 

to vulnerable children and their families are underway in all three 

countries. 
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Over the course of the coming weeks and months, we’ll be working to help children 

and their families by: 

• Distributing food and emergency shelter kids 

• Working with local health workers to halt the spread of disease 

• Establishing Child Friendly Spaces to provide children with a safe space to play, 

receive assistance and other forms of psych-social support  

• Establishing kitchens to ensure infants and young children are fed

• Providing clean water, emergency toilets and places to wash

• Organising cash-for-work programmes, therefore families can earn cash in 

return for work

Over the long term, World Vision will help survivors rebuild their lives, homes and 

local infrastructure to get children back into school.
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Severe damage to roads, bridges, and telecommunications 

infrastructure makes providing humanitarian assistance challenging.
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