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During his visit to Rwanda, Commissioner for International Cooperation and Development Neven Mimica
has announced a €10.3 million support package to the UNHCR's Emergency Transit Mechanism (ETM) in
Rwanda, which provides a life-saving avenue out of Libya for people in need of international protection,
with a view to their further resettlement. The funding is provided through the Emergency Trust Fund for
Africa. This initiative builds on the example of the ETM Niger, through which more than 2,900 refugees
and asylum seekers have been evacuated out of Libya since 2017.

High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini said: “The Emergency Transit Mechanism in
Rwanda is a vital life-saving measure to bring people in need of international protection out of Libya. It is
an important sign of African solidarity and of partnership with the European Union. It broadens the
support to the most vulnerable people held in Libyan detention centres that need to be closed urgently.”

Commissioner Mimica said: “This project will support efforts of the Government of Rwanda to receive
and provide protection to about 1,500 refugees and asylum-seekers who are currently being held in
detention centres in Libya. Such a remarkable and powerful proof of African solidarity should be further
encouraged, replicated and supported.”

Background 
The UNHCR has evacuated more than 4,250 refugees and asylum-seekers out of Libya to other countries
since 2017.

However, around 4,700 people are currently estimated to be held in dire conditions inside detention
centres in the country. They urgently need to be moved to safety and to be provided with protection,
lifesaving assistance, and durable solutions.

Following the escalation in and around Tripoli, namely the July air strike on a migrant detention centre,
the EU continues to support the vital work of the Gathering and Departure Facility on location.

The EU is also supporting the UNHCR's increased efforts to transfer to Tripoli the most vulnerable people
in need of international protection from conflict areas where they are at risk, pending their evacuation
outside of Libya.

For More Information
To find out more about the EU Emergency Trust fund for Africa, click here.
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