
RISK RELEVANCE:
The risk relevance rating considers the  
relevance of the risk to the Start Fund  
Crisis Anticipation Window. Risks are  
categorised with FOREWARN input.

UPCOMING RISKS

INFORM GLOBAL RISK INDEX:
The INFORM risk index identifies countries at risk from humanitarian 
crises and disasters that could overwhelm national response capacity. 
It is made up of three dimensions– hazards and exposure, vulnerability 
and lack of coping capacity.
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If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org
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Start members and their partners should consider acting on developing risks through the Start  
Fund Crisis Anticipation. Click HERE for more information on Start Fund Crisis Anticipation. 
Click HERE for an anticipation alert note template. Click HERE for advocating anticipatory action. 

HIGH RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

The risk of election related violence in Guinea has increased ahead of 
the 18 October elections, as President Condé announced he would run 
for a third term. Crisis Group report that opposition parties and civil 
society groups condemned the announcement, which follows a year of 
protest movement against a third term. In March Human Rights Watch 
reported that constitutional referendum and legislative elections saw 
violence against this opposition by government security forces. The 
increased tensions as a result of the recent announcement are likely to 
lead to an escalation in the protests and election related violence. 

The risk of pre-electoral violence in Cote d’Ivoire has increased ahead 
of 31 October elections, as incumbent President Ouattara announced 
plans to run for a third term, contradicting a previous commitment to 
step down. The constitutional council is still to rule on the eligibility of 
presidential candidates. Multiple fatalities were reported during clashes 
between demonstrators and state forces in Cote d’Ivoire, with Crisis 
Group reporting the risk of all-out violence in coming weeks. Clashes 
were also reported between demonstrators, including supporters of 
various opposition parties.
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http://www.inform-index.org/
https://start-network.box.com/s/7mbn2z5pv6sisx54psnjh0byamhzgca8
https://start-network.box.com/s/v13tbektzhvnq2c6z093152bnt4dinmk
https://start-network.app.box.com/s/d3izmw4zec7zh4r9c1hifdwpp8mdtnpa
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CrisisWatch%20Print%20_%20Crisis%20Group_9.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/10/guinea-violence-during-referendum
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CrisisWatch%20Print%20_%20Crisis%20Group_9.pdf
https://acleddata.com/2020/09/10/regional-overview-africa2-august-5-september-2020/
https://www.reuters.com/article/ozatp-uk-ivorycoast-politics-idAFKBN2630C1-OZATP 


MEDIUM RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

The risk of flooding in East and West Africa continues, with heavy rainfall 
forecast in Ethiopia, Sudan, and western Yemen Senegal, western Mali, 
eastern Burkina Faso, and northern Nigeria. Heavy rainfall this year 
has triggered flooding across the regions leading to impacts such as 
loss of life, displacement, and crop destruction. Further flooding risks 
exacerbating these impacts, heightening the risk of food insecurity, 
desert locust breeding and cholera outbreaks, while also compounding 
the effects of COVID-19.

Heavy rainfall is forecast across Pacific-facing regions of Central 
America, with flooding likely across Guatemala, El Salvador, southern 
and western Honduras, western Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and western 
Panama. This follows flooding and landslides in Guatemala and 
Honduras last week and across the region in recent months. Flooding 
will likely cause further landslides, and have secondary impacts 
which will exacerbate the risk of disease transmission including 
COVID-19. Start Fund’s pre-alert guidance note for flooding details 
indicators and outcomes to expect, as well as activities to prevent 
and mitigate loss due to flooding.

Escalating violence in Kasai region could trigger mass displacement 
in DRC, UNHCR have warned. Over 24,000 people have fled local 
conflicts in Great Kasai Region over the last month. Similar violence 
in 2017 led to the internal displacement of 1.4 million people within 
the DRC and 35,000 refugees in Angola. The new and potential 
displaced communities have high levels of vulnerability, with poor 
levels of malnutrition and high levels of poverty, while hosting cites 
for displaced persons lack food, water and healthcare services. 
Displacement on this level would impact the ongoing COVID-19 
and ebola outbreak responses in the country, and mean displaced 
populations face even greater levels of risk. 
 

If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Global%20Weather%20Hazards-09.11.2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/west-and-central-africa-weekly-regional-humanitarian-snapshot-1-7-0
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Global%20Weather%20Hazards-09.11.2020.pdf
https://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2020/mm/9
https://startprogrammes.box.com/s/v4ju6a179jzramuqah8pk9c1wtbixjsf
https://startprogrammes.box.com/s/v4ju6a179jzramuqah8pk9c1wtbixjsf
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2020/9/5f51edc04/resurging-violence-spark-mass-displacement-drcs-kasai-unhcr-warns.html
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/news/briefing/2020/6/5efaeefb4/unhcr-appalled-rising-violence-against-displaced-eastern-drc.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/rd-congo-note-d-information-humanitaire-epid-mie-de-la-maladie-73


LOW RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

The Pacific Community’s Land Resources Division Pest and 
Management has warned precautions should be taken to mitigate 
the spread of fall armyworm. Following spread through Papua New 
Guinea’s Western Province the Pacific region is at high risk, with 
Morobe and Madang provinces maize and sugar cane production 
areas most immediately at risk. FAO’s recent action framework 
describes the impact of Fall Armyworm can include considerable 
yield losses in key staple cereal crops, negatively impacting food 
security and livelihoods. 

An increased likelihood (around 60%) of La Niña developing 
during the northern hemisphere autumn could mean wetter than 
usual conditions for areas around the globe. ENSO indicators are 
consistent with the early stages of La Niña development. UK Met’s 
outline of typical impacts highlights this could mean wetter than 
usual conditions for Southern Africa, Northern South America, 
South-east Asia and the Pacific during the upcoming months. Wetter 
conditions typically exacerbate the risk of flooding and associated 
secondary impacts of flooding. 

If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org
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The NOAA has described the hurricane season as extremely active, 
with a historically high amount of named storms so far. The NOAA 
is forecasting 19 to 25 named storms, with between 7 and 11 
hurricanes, and 3 to 6 major hurricanes. With the ongoing COVID-19 
crisis affecting countries across the region, at-risk populations face 
increased vulnerability as the hurricane season heads towards it’s 
expected peak. 

● HURRICANE SEASON

EASTERN PACIFIC 
COUNTRIES

NOAA

NOAA
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http://www.fao.org/3/ca9252en/ca9252en.pdf
https://www.spc.int/updates/news/media-release/2020/09/armyworm-infestation-breaches-the-pacific
https://public.wmo.int/en/our-mandate/climate/el-ni%C3%B1ola-ni%C3%B1a-update
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/seasonal-to-decadal/gpc-outlooks/el-nino-la-nina/enso-impacts
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://www.noaa.gov/media-release/extremely-active-hurricane-season-possible-for-atlantic-basin
https://www.shelterbox.org/news/blog/preparing-for-a-busy-hurricane-season/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020-09-10%20September%20brand%20email&utm_content=2020-09-10%20September%20brand%20email%20CID_3b7dff3cd5fd9b296b87dad1eec4498f&utm_source=Email%20marketing&utm_term=Read%20more


If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org
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KEY POLITICAL DATES: OCT-NOV 2020
This ‘Key Dates’ section produces tangible events that members of the Start Network can  
use to inform specific, anticipatory, and preventive actions. Dates are compiled by drawing  
upon both global risk indexes and national-level risk information sources.

BOLIVIA - PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
Bolivia’s Supreme Electoral Tribunal postponed the presidential election until 18 Oct, citing 
the impact of COVID-19. In July thousands protested the intermin government reportedly 
because of job losses and government health and education policies. 

Crisis Group & European Union

GUINEA - PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
Demonstrations and protests have taken place in multiple cities recently ahead of October 
18 presidential election. President Condé is potentially running for a third term, which has 
been criticised by opposition politicians. 
 
Crisis Group & ISS

COTE D’IVOIRE - PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
Risk of pre-electoral violence in Cote d’Ivoire ahead of 31 October elections, as incumbent 
President Ouattara announced plans to run for a third term, contradicting a previous 
commitment to step down.

Crisis Group & Reuters

SOMALIA- FEDERAL ELECTIONS
In June the electoral commission committed to organising one person, one vote 2020 
parliamentary and 2021 presidential elections on time. Federal elections are scheduled for 
November with the Federal Parliaments term ending the following month. Negotiations are 
ongoing between President Farmajo and federal state members on delivering the elections.

Crisis Group & UN Somalia

OCTOBER 18

TIMELINE

OCTOBER 18

NOVEMBER

31
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OCTOBER

https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/84851/press-release-eu-deploys-reinforced-election-expert-mission-bolivia_en
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-further-complicates-holding-free-and-fair-elections-africa
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://www.reuters.com/article/ozatp-uk-ivorycoast-politics-idAFKBN2630C1-OZATP 
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/international-partners-urge-somalia-s-leaders-hold-crucial-meeting-elections

