
RISK RELEVANCE:
The risk relevance rating considers the  
relevance of the risk to the Start Fund  
Crisis Anticipation Window. Risks are  
categorised with FOREWARN input.

UPCOMING RISKS

INFORM GLOBAL RISK INDEX:
The INFORM risk index identifies countries at risk from humanitarian 
crises and disasters that could overwhelm national response capacity. 
It is made up of three dimensions– hazards and exposure, vulnerability 
and lack of coping capacity.
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Start members and their partners should consider acting on developing risks through the Start  
Fund Crisis Anticipation. Click HERE for more information on Start Fund Crisis Anticipation. 
Click HERE for an anticipation alert note template. Click HERE for advocating anticipatory action. 

HIGH RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

The risk of election related violence in Cote d’Ivoire continues ahead of 31 
October elections, with incumbent President Ouattara running for a third 
term, contradicting a previous commitment to step down. The constitutional 
council ruled Ouattara is eligible to run, but excluded other prominent 
candidates from the ballot. Multiple fatalities were reported during clashes 
between demonstrators and state forces in Cote d’Ivoire, with Crisis Group 
reporting the increased risk of violence in coming weeks. Clashes have also 
been reported between demonstrators, including supporters of various 
opposition parties. The Nordic Africa Institute analysis outlines potential 
scenarios depending on the election result, suggesting post-election 
violence is likely if the election result is contested.  

Following significant flooding across the region, there is heightened risk of 
a spike in cholera cases when populations displaced by the floods return. 
Pre-existing cholera outbreaks are ongoing in countries recently affected by 
flooding, with ECDC reporting Somalia and Ethiopia with the most cases. In 
October Start Network members raised an anticipation alert for Cholera in 
Sudan with analysis outlining a potential spike in cases as flood water levels 
recede and displaced populations return or are required to leave sheltering 
where humanitarian assistance is being provided. Recent flooding caused 
the destruction of sanitation facilities and reduced access to clean water, 
meaning populations will be retuning to conditions which exacerbate the 
risk of infection of waterbourne diseases like cholera. Similar scenarios are 
possible across the region as flooding recedes, humanitarian assistance for 
flood affected populations ends and populations return. 

● ELECTION VIOLENCE

COTE D’IVOIRE
INFORM RISK CLASS: HIGH

● CHOLERA

EAST AND WEST AFRICA

CRISIS GROUP

ACLED

NORDIC AFRICA 

INSTITUTE

ECDC

START FUND ALERT 474 

SUDAN (ANTICIPATION 

OF CHOLERA)

http://www.inform-index.org/
https://start-network.box.com/s/7mbn2z5pv6sisx54psnjh0byamhzgca8
https://start-network.box.com/s/v13tbektzhvnq2c6z093152bnt4dinmk
https://start-network.app.box.com/s/d3izmw4zec7zh4r9c1hifdwpp8mdtnpa
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch/
https://acleddata.com/2020/09/10/regional-overview-africa2-august-5-september-2020/
https://reliefweb.int/report/c-te-divoire/ouattaras-third-term-bid-raises-old-fears-risk-violence-c-te-divoires-upcoming
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/all-topics-z/cholera/surveillance-and-disease-data/cholera-monthly
https://startprogrammes.box.com/s/m3iar6pqn28x6jv23ye1yzax0nk8ndlz


MEDIUM RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

WMO estimate around 60% chance of La Niña developing during the 
northern hemisphere autumn, meaning wetter than usual conditions for 
areas around the globe. UK Met’s outline of typical impacts highlights this 
could mean wetter than usual conditions for Southern Africa, Northern 
South America, South-east Asia and the Pacific during the upcoming 
months. Global ENSO Analysis Cell on has recommended the countries at 
high risk of possible La Niña impact should monitor regional and national 
level forecasts in the coming weeks and months and consider potential 
anticipatory actions include. Wetter conditions typically exacerbate the 
risk of flooding and associated secondary impacts of flooding. Differing 
impacts can be expected across countries and regions should La Niña 
occur, for example The Philippinnes predicting 5-8 tropical cyclones 
which could trigger floods, flashfloods and rain-induced landslides.

Heavy rainfall is forecast to continue across South East Asia following recent 
rainfall which has affected populations in Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, 
The Philippines, Laos, Malaysia and Indonesia. IFRC report that in Vietnam 
flooding in early October, has led to 28 deaths, more than 200,000 homes 
flooded and an estimated 84,000 hectares of crops damaged. Members in 
Cambodia, which has had severe flash floods in 19 provinces, are conducting 
analysis to anticipate further humanitarian impacts. Further flooding across 
the region may cause landslides, and have secondary impacts which will 
exacerbate the risk of disease transmission including COVID-19. 

If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org

● LA NIÑA

SOMALIA, KENYA, ETHIOPIA, 
TANZANIA, UGANDA, 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA, 
TIMOR LESTE, INDONESIA, 
THE PHILIPPINES, TONGA, 
KIRIBATI, SOLOMON 
ISLANDS, VANUATU, 
AFGHANISTAN, AND IRAN

● FLOODING 
● SECONDARY 
IMPACTS

SOUTH EAST ASIA

AHA CENTRE

IFRC

GLOFAS
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http://adinet.ahacentre.org/reports
http://adinet.ahacentre.org/reports
http://adinet.ahacentre.org/reports
https://www.globalfloods.eu/glofas-forecasting/
https://public.wmo.int/en/our-mandate/climate/el-ni%C3%B1ola-ni%C3%B1a-update
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/seasonal-to-decadal/gpc-outlooks/el-nino-la-nina/enso-impacts
https://startprogrammes.box.com/s/myzyp9dcpvjvdaff9vk02p935pumf0t8
https://startprogrammes.box.com/s/pppixnva36b8u4h45ssrm0uw9hlvxk9h
https://startprogrammes.box.com/s/pppixnva36b8u4h45ssrm0uw9hlvxk9h


LOW RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

Ahead of 27 December presidential and legislative elections there have 
been signfiicant delays in the registration of voters due to ongoing 
violence. The opposition have called for the vote to postponed. A report 
from Secretary General to UN Security Council raised concerns of recent 
human rights violences and described the situation as increasingly 
characterized by tension and mistrust, but also that the election has 
significant potential for promoting democratic representation and local 
governance.

 Despite 10 October ceasefire agreement there remains a risk that 
conflict could escalate and lead to further and sustained displacement. 
Recent conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenian forces began on 27 
September triggering population displacement in and around Nagorno-
Karabakh region. Reports of continued violence signal the continued risk 
that violence escalates and spreads to other locations, which could lead 
to further displacement and civilian death, as well as negative impacts on 
water supplies and farmland access along the border.

If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org

● ELECTION VIOLENCE

CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC
INFORM RISK CLASS: VERY 
HIGH

UN

UN NEWS

AL JAZEERA

● ESCALATING 
VIOLENCE AND 
DISPLACEMENT

ARMENIA
INFORM RISK CLASS: LOW

IOM

HUMANITY INCLUSION 
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UNHCR are warning that in Greece cold weather will contribute to the 
further deterioration of living conditions for refugees and asylum-
seekers. Following fires in Moria Reception and Identification Centre in 
September 12,000 inhabitants were displaced with over 9,000 moving 
to temporary facilitity Kara Tepe camp by the end of September. ACAPS 
briefing note on the situation outlines the poor living conditions in the 
camp, including poor drainage, water, sanitation, hygiene and health 
services, which winter conditions could further exacerbate.

● WINTER CONDITIONS 
IN CAMPS

GREECE
INFORM RISK CLASS: LOW

UNHCR

ACAPS

https://undocs.org/en/S/2020/994
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/10/1074482
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/9/26/car-president-touadera-announces-candidacy-for-december-election
https://www.iom.int/news/potential-mass-displacement-conflict-intensifies-nagorno-karabakh
https://www.hi-us.org/news_armenia_azerbaijan_conflict_assessing_needs_of_displaced_people
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2020/10/5f80111c4/month-moria-fires-unhcr-warns-worsening-conditions-ahead-winter.html
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/20201013_acaps_briefing_note_greece_displacement_in_lesvos_fires_and_covid-19_0.pdf 


If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org
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KEY POLITICAL DATES: OCT-NOV 2020
This ‘Key Dates’ section produces tangible events that members of the Start Network can  
use to inform specific, anticipatory, and preventive actions. Dates are compiled by drawing  
upon both global risk indexes and national-level risk information sources.

TANZANIA - PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
Tazania’s presidential elections are planned for 28 October. While previous elections have seen 
limited cases of violence or protest, IFRC are warning that there is an increased risk that violence 
this year due to strengthened opposition, increased youth involvement and overall voter 
registration. 

Crisis Group & IFRC

COTE D’IVOIRE - PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
Risk of pre-electoral violence in Cote d’Ivoire ahead of 31 October elections, as incumbent 
President Ouattara announced plans to run for a third term, contradicting a previous commitment 
to step down. 

Crisis Group & Al Jazeera

SOMALIA- FEDERAL ELECTIONS
In June the electoral commission committed to organising one person, one vote 2020 
parliamentary and 2021 presidential elections on time. Federal elections are scheduled for 
November with the Federal Parliaments term ending the following month. Following negotiations 
between President Farmajo and federal state members on delivering the elections, plans for voting 
have been outlined which do not include the one person one vote which the UN have called for.

Crisis Group & UN Somalia

BURKINA FASO- PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
Following escalating conflict worsening conflict Burkina Faso’s government ruled it unsafe for 
registration to take place in 17.4 percent of its electoral communes. This means the election will go 
ahead despite more than 400,000 people being unable to register for the November 22 vote.

Crisis Group & Al Jazeera

OCTOBER 28

TIMELINE

OCTOBER 31
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NOVEMBER 22

NOVEMBER

https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://www.ifrc.org/en/publications-and-reports/appeals/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/10/ivory-coast-opposition-rallies-against-presidents-third-term-bid
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/international-partners-urge-somalia-s-leaders-hold-crucial-meeting-elections
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/6/amid-insecurity-voters-cannot-register-for-burkina-faso-polls

