
RISK RELEVANCE:
The risk relevance rating considers the  
relevance of the risk to the Start Fund  
Crisis Anticipation Window. Risks are  
categorised with FOREWARN input.

UPCOMING RISKS

INFORM GLOBAL RISK INDEX:
The INFORM risk index identifies countries at risk from humanitarian 
crises and disasters that could overwhelm national response capacity. 
It is made up of three dimensions– hazards and exposure, vulnerability 
and lack of coping capacity.
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If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org
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Start members and their partners should consider acting on developing risks through the Start  
Fund Crisis Anticipation. Click HERE for more information on Start Fund Crisis Anticipation. 
Click HERE for an anticipation alert note template. Click HERE for advocating anticipatory action. 

HIGH RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

The Government of Tonga are predicting a 25% chance of a severe 
tropical cyclone, and 45% chance of a moderate tropical cyclone, for the 
remainder of the season ending 30th April. In 2020 and 2021 tropical 
cyclones Harold, Ana and Yasa affected islands across the pacific 
with impacts including fatalities and destruction of homes and other 
infrastructure. Conditions across the tropical pacific remain consistent 
with La Niña conditions. NOAA predict that there is a “a ~60% chance 
of a transition from La Niña to ENSO-Neutral during the Northern 
Hemisphere spring 2021 (April-June)”.

● CYCLONE

PACIFIC ISLANDS

GOVERNMENT OF TONGA

NOAA

OCHA

http://www.inform-index.org/
https://start-network.box.com/s/7mbn2z5pv6sisx54psnjh0byamhzgca8
https://start-network.box.com/s/v13tbektzhvnq2c6z093152bnt4dinmk
https://start-network.app.box.com/s/d3izmw4zec7zh4r9c1hifdwpp8mdtnpa
https://www.gov.to/press-release/2020-2021-tropical-cyclone-season-updated-outlook-for-tonga/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/lanina/enso_evolution-status-fcsts-web.pdf
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/binaries/content/assets/metofficegovuk/pdf/business/international/asia-climate-outlook---february-2021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/fiji/fiji-severe-tropical-cyclone-yasa-situation-report-no-06-06-january-2021


MEDIUM RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

Ahead of the second round of legislative elections on 14 March UNHCR 
and Crisis Group has expressed concern about the risk of renewed 
violence. The first round in December saw violence against civilians, civil 
society groups, and polling stations while in February the government 
army continued to clash with rebel Coalition of Patriots for Change, 
who have announced a boycott of the election. GCR2P report that 
civilians displaced by violence are reluctant to return due to potential 
further fighting. The UN is recommending an increase in uniformed 
peacekeepers in CAR.

The National Coordination for Disaster Reduction of Guatemala reported 
increasing volcanic activity at Pacaya volcano on 5th March. In previous 
years increased activity has led to a declaration of a state of emergency 
due to ash rain that can travel to Guatemala City, located 30km away. 
As with previous occasions potential displacement due to evacuation 
could drive an increase in food insecurity and be exacerbated by the 
approaching rainy period. As noted in February’s Risk Brief the food 
security situation is or is likely to be impacted by the March-August lean 
period and COVID-19 containment measures.

The political impasse continues in Somalia with no agreement on 
elections which should have taken place in February. The president’s 
term also expired last month, and the opposition contest his right 
to stay in office, with protests ongoing. Recent clashes between 
government and opposition forces have increased concerns different 
branches of the military could get involved in the political dispute.  
Somalia is also facing a potential lockdown due to worsening 
covid-19 case rates, which could exacerbate tensions. The situation 
could create the opportunity for greater freedom for Al-Shabab, who 
in March have stormed a prison to free their members and conducted 
a mortar attack on UN and African Union offices. 

If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org

● VOLCANIC ACTIVITY

GUATEMALA 
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CRISIS GROUP

UNITED NATIONS

GCR2P

● CONFLICT

CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC
INFORM RISK CLASS: VERY 
HIGH

CRISIS GROUP

UN NEWS

NEW YORK TIMES

● POLITICAL CRISIS

SOMALIA
INFORM RISK CLASS: VERY 
HIGH

https://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/Echo-Flash#/daily-flash-archive/4130
https://conred.gob.gt/volcan-de-pacaya-presenta-explosiones-fuertes/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2018-06-19%20GT%20SITREP%204%20-%20Volcanic%20Activity%20%28ENG%29.pdf
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://news.un.org/fr/story/2021/03/1091252
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/atrocity-alert-no-243/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/somalia/last-chance-end-somalias-dangerous-election-impasse
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14441.doc.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/01/world/africa/amid-turmoil-over-elections-rising-cases-in-somalia-fuel-talk-of-a-new-lockdown.html


LOW RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

NOAA are reporting the drought in Northern Afghanistan due to 
precipitation deficits is expected to expand to central and eastern 
regions and affect spring wheat planting. UK Met seasonal forecast 
until May suggests it is much more likely to be warmer and drier 
than normal, reflecting the continuing La Nina conditions. The 
above-normal temperatures could further impact food security by 
melting existing snowpack and causing flash floods which can 
negatively impact quality of pastures and fields, and potentially 
prevent successful spring planting. A snow avalanche took place 
on 8 March. FEWSNET are expecting an increasing number of poor 
households food security situation to deteriorate into IPC Phase 3 as 
the lean period continues.

The situation in West Africa continues to pose the risk of a larger 
outbreak, however response action to mitigate spread is underway. 
Since the Guinean Government announced the outbreak 35 cases 
have been identified, and 5 offical deaths have been recorded. As 
of 10 March 2021, more than 2,438 people have been vaccinated 
against EVD in the new outbreak. DRC has had 11 cases and four 
deaths since 7 February. Coordination meetings have taken place for 
EVD preparedness and to plan response activities with 6 countries 
bordering Guinea. Organisations are responding to the outbreak, 
including $15 million CERF funding. The 2014 outbreak began in 
Guinea, before spreading to neighbouring countries leading to a total 
28,600 cases and 11,325 deaths.

If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org

● DROUGHT

AFGHANISTAN 
INFORM RISK CLASS: VERY 
HIGH

NOAA
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● EBOLA

WEST AFRICA

GOVERNMENT OF GUINEA

IOM

UN CERF

MSF
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Human Rights Watch have criticised an eviction notice by the 
Zimbabwe government affecting 13,000 people in Chiredzi, 
southeastern Zimbabwe. Requesting the population to leave 
immediately the notice was reporedtly given without consultation 
with the community leaders who have rejected it. Two high court 
motions have been submitted to declare them unconstitutional and 
invalid. Should the government enact forced evictions this could put 
the affected populations at risk, particularly within the context of 
covid-19.  

● DISPLACEMENT

ZIMBABWE
INFORM RISK CLASS: HIGH

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

CRISIS GROUP

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/fews/AFGHANISTAN/casia_hazard.pdf
https://fews.net/central-asia/afghanistan 
https://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/Echo-Flash#/daily-flash-archive/4132
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/binaries/content/assets/metofficegovuk/pdf/business/international/asia-climate-outlook---february-2021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/guinea/guin-e-rapport-de-situation-sur-l-pid-mie-de-la-maladie-virus-ebola-mve-10-mars-2021
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/SitRep-Ebola%20%232-08032021_EN.pdf
https://twitter.com/UNReliefChief/status/1361725254163382275?s=20
https://www.msf.org/drc-ebola-outbreak-crisis-update
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/06/zimbabwe-thousands-villagers-facing-eviction 
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/ethiopia/167-finding-path-peace-ethiopias-tigray-region


If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org

04

KEY POLITICAL DATES: MARCH-APRIL 2021
This ‘Key Dates’ section produces tangible events that members of the Start Network can  
use to inform specific, anticipatory, and preventive actions. Dates are compiled by drawing  
upon both global risk indexes and national-level risk information sources.

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC - LEGISLATIVE 
ELECTIONS
The second round of legislative elections is scheduled for 14 March. The first round in 
December saw violence against civilians, civil society groups, and polling stations while in 
February the army clashed with the rebel coalition, who have announced a boycott of the 
election. 

Crisis Group & UN News

DIJIBOUTI PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
Ahead of April presidential elections armed opposition groups have clashed with state 
forces. Opposition parties have announced a boycott of the election, with supporters 
demontrating President Guelleh running for a fifth term. The final run off is scheduled for 23 
April.

Crisis Group & Reuters

CHAD PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
Ahead of April Presidential elections the opposition leader has said he expects the 
government to attempt to delay the elections because of COVID-19. Police have clashed with 
protestors after President Idriss Debey’s nomination to run for a sixth term.

Crisis Group & Amnesty International

ECUADOR- PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
Following the first round of elections a run-off vote is scheduled for 11 April. Yaku Pérez, a 
candidate who was unsuccessful in reaching the run-off has claimed the result was fradulent 
and has called for the military to intervene and the investigation of the frontrunner Andrés 
Arauz. 

Crisis Group & Yaku Pérez Facebook page

TIMELINE
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10

APRIL

MARCH 14

09

APRIL

11APRIL

https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://news.un.org/fr/story/2021/03/1091252
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-africa-presidents-factbox/factbox-africas-longest-serving-leaders-idUSKBN29I1N2?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/02/tchad-droits-humains-empeches-de-manifester-librement/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://www.facebook.com/yakuperezoficial/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/02/cote-divoire-post-election-violence-repression

