
RISK RELEVANCE:
The risk relevance rating considers the  
relevance of the risk to the Start Fund  
Crisis Anticipation Window. Risks are  
categorised with FOREWARN input.

UPCOMING RISKS

INFORM GLOBAL RISK INDEX:
The INFORM risk index identifies countries at risk from humanitarian 
crises and disasters that could overwhelm national response capacity. 
It is made up of three dimensions– hazards and exposure, vulnerability 
and lack of coping capacity.
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If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org
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Start members and their partners should consider acting on developing risks through the Start  
Fund Crisis Anticipation. Click HERE for more information on Start Fund Crisis Anticipation. 
Click HERE for an anticipation alert note template. Click HERE for advocating anticipatory action. 

HIGH RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

IGAD report that a wetter than usual June to September season is 
expected over Sudan, with 15% higher than usual chance of receiving 
more than 400 mm accumulated rainfall over central Sudan. Shorter 
term 10 day forecasts from Glofas also show likely probability of 
exceeding 50 mm of accumulated rainfall over parts of Sudan. Start 
Network member analysis shows heightened risk of riverine flooding 
because of high river levels, especially along the River Nile. They 
believe the potential impact of flooding will be beyond the capacity of 
communities, government and civil society to appropriately respond. 
Ongoing high levels of food insecurity, and low capacity to absorb 
further shock, and displacement from Ethiopia are exacerbating factors. 
In 2020 significant flooding affected 900,000 people, with 120 people 
dead, and flood-related damages amounting to over USD 3.34 billion.
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http://www.inform-index.org/
https://start-network.box.com/s/7mbn2z5pv6sisx54psnjh0byamhzgca8
https://start-network.box.com/s/v13tbektzhvnq2c6z093152bnt4dinmk
https://start-network.app.box.com/s/d3izmw4zec7zh4r9c1hifdwpp8mdtnpa
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/wetter-usual-season-expected-over-northern-part-region
https://www.globalfloods.eu/
https://startprogrammes.app.box.com/file/822322381039
https://startprogrammes.app.box.com/file/822322381039
https://reliefweb.int/report/kenya/application-flood-risk-analysis-impact-based-forecasting-kenya


MEDIUM RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

Nepal Department of Hydrology and Meteorology have stated they 
expect above average rainfall for the monsoon season. This forecast 
applies to most parts of Sudur Paschim, Karnali, Gandaki and Bagmati 
Provinces; central part of Province 1; and mid as well as western hilly 
and mountainous regions. As with previous years likely impacts include 
flooding, landslides and dsplacement. IFRC report that in 2020 floods 
effected 117,390 people, destroying 5,125 and partially damaging 
7,457 houses. UNHCR have warned the monsoon seasonal could 
further exacerbate the ongoing Covid-19 outbreak, impacting vulnerable 
families and creating challenges for the response efforts. 

There is a risk of increased food insecurity due to drought in South-
Eastern Kenya. NOAA are reporting well below average rainfall since 
the beginning of March-May rainfall seasons, this has affected 
vegetation conditions and there is reportedly no chance of recovery.  
The National Drought bulletin is reporting that this poor rainfall in 
May has led to severe vegetation deficit in sub-counties; Lagdera, 
Rabai and Kilifi South. Long range forecasting according to FEWS 
NET predict below-average rainfall during the October to December 
2021 season. This would likely mean a further worsening of the food 
security situation, with many more people in Emergency IPC Phase 4 

in need of food assistance and livelihoods support.

There is a 60% likelihood of an above average 2021 Atlantic Hurricane 
Season forecast by NOAA. This could affect populations still recovering 
from 2020 Hurricanes Eta and Iota. Added to this FEWS NET are 
reporting crisis levels of food insecurity across Central America as the 
pandemic has led to un-employment and reduced household income 
at the same time food and fuel prices have increased.  These factors 
have led to considerable political instability and high levels of migration 
towards the USA.  Start Network members have raised four past alerts 
for flooding response at this time of the year and so are encouraged to 
monitor short range forecasts.  Anticipation Alerts could help support 
people exposed to these compounding risks this hurricane season.

If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org
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GUIDANCE NOTE

● HURRICANE SEASON

HONDURAS, 
NICARAGUA, 
GUATEMALA, EL 
SALVADOR

● MONSOON SEASON

NEPAL 
INFORM RISK CLASS: 
HIGH

● FOOD INSECURITY

● DROUGHT

KENYA
INFORM RISK CLASS: HIGH

NOAA

NDMA
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http://www.hydrology.gov.np/#/?_k=5c9a3b 
http://www.hydrology.gov.np/#/?_k=5c9a3b 
https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/nepal-covid-19-pandemic-situation-report-no-40-11-june-2021
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRNP010dfr.pdf 
https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/nepal-covid-19-response-situation-report-no-04-15-june-2021
https://www.noaa.gov/news-release/noaa-predicts-another-active-atlantic-hurricane-season 
https://fews.net/central-america-and-caribbean
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2021-06-08%20Monthly%20Situation%20Snapshot%20%28as%20of%208%20June%202021%29.pdf 
https://startprogrammes.app.box.com/file/727734365229?s=yo3d7w8o422c1ejp096z74cqqqsaofte 
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/international/africa/africa_hazard.pdf 
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/National%20monthly%20drought%20bulletin%20-%20June%202021.pdf 
https://fews.net/central-america-and-caribbean/food-security-outlook/march-2021
https://fews.net/east-africa/alert/may-19-2021


LOW RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

A severe drought is expected across 25 provinces in Afghanistan 
following nearly half of normal snow and rainfall levels causing 
food and water scarcity, and displacement, acutely affecting over 
three million people. IPC expect note that the harvest will be below 
average if rainfall forecasts are correct, which will likely affect food 
availability during the following lean season. FAO are reporting over 
50% deficit in wheat. The International Rescue Committee have 
conducted an assessment in Herat, Badghis, Pakitya, Helmand and 
Khost provinces and reported that the communities are already 
experiencing displacement due to the drought. The impact of this 
drought is expected to be exacerbated due to the socio-economic 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, reduced donor funds, and 
worsening conflict in the region. The previous drought in Afghanistan 
in 2018 affected 14.3 million people between November 2019 and 
March 2020 and caused the displacement of over 250,000 Afghans.

Wetter than normal conditions across the Horn of Africa, West 
Africa, Yemen and Indo-Pakistan will create good conditions for 
desert locusts breeding over the next few months. FAO are warning 
of increasing hopper bands of desert locusts forming from late June 
onwards in eastern Ethiopia and Northern Somalia, where long-range 
forecasts are also predicting a third consecutive below-average rainy 
and worsening drought. Coupled with continued risks of COVID-19 
and associated travel restrictions the threat of desert locust swarms 
could result in food shortages and other secondary impacts such as 
displacement.

The risk of conflict and displacement across Ethiopia persists 
around the delayed elections 21 June. According to Crisis Group 
intercommunal clashes have worsened in several regions of 
Ethiopia, alongside the continuing conflict in the Tigray region Crisis 
Group report that similar political tensions centering on regional 
autonomy may increase elsewhere in the country ahead of the 
elections. Tensions may increase amid reports of ethnic violence 
and detentions of opposition figures which could undermine the 
credibility of the election. Regionally tensions remain high after 
African Union talks regarding the Renaissance Dam broke down, and 
the situation may escalate ahead of the second filling scheduled for 
July. According to ACAPs this increased conflict has led to very high 
constraints for humanitarian access to over 2-million people who are 
already internally displaced and in need of support.

If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org
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● POLITICAL TENSIONS 
AND CONFLICT

ETHIOPIA
INFORM RISK CLASS: VERY 
HIGH

CRISIS GROUP

ACAPS

BBC

AL JAZEERA

http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1154300/?iso3=AFG
https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/june/severe-drought-threatens-three-million-afghans/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2021/6/2/as-drought-looms-afghanistan-faces-another-migration-crisis
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/millions-risk-displacement-afghanistan-faces-extreme-drought-warns-irc
http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/common/ecg/2593/en/210615WCSbreedingE.pdf
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/international/africa/africa_hazard.pdf 
http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/common/ecg/1914/en/DL512e.pdf 
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Ethiopia%20-%20Key%20Message%20Update_%20Mon%2C%202021-05-03.pdf 
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch/ 
https://www.acaps.org/country/ethiopia/crisis/complex-crisis 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-57102189
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/12/us-gravely-concerned-by-election-conditions-in-ethiopia


If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org

04

KEY POLITICAL DATES: JUNE-JULY 2021
This ‘Key Dates’ section produces tangible events that members of the Start Network can  
use to inform specific, anticipatory, and preventive actions. Dates are compiled by drawing  
upon both global risk indexes and national-level risk information sources.

ETHIOPIA - ELECTIONS
Elections are planned amid ongoing political instability and regional conflict. In Oromia 
region there is ongoing violence, and the opposition party Oromo Liberation have said it will 
not participate in elections, citing continued harassment and detention of its members.

Crisis Group & BBC

SYRIA- UN RESOLUTION ENDING
UN Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 2533—which authorizes the UN to use that 
crossing—expires on July 10, 2021. There is a vote to decide whether UN agencies can 
continue to deliver humanitarian assistance across the border into Syria.

CSIS & Al Jazeera

SOMALIA- PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
Government have agreed to hold elections likely to occur bfore August. The agreement 
resolves months-long dispute over vote which had led to tensions across the country.

UN NEWS & Reuters

TIMELINE
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JULY

JUNE 21

12

JULY

https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-57102189
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-57102189
https://www.csis.org/analysis/implications-un-cross-border-vote-syria
https://www.csis.org/analysis/implications-un-cross-border-vote-syria
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/14/matter-of-life-and-death-halting-syrias-last-un-aid-delivery
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/05/1093042
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/somalias-political-leaders-sign-agreement-resolving-impasse-out-elections-2021-05-27/

