
RISK RELEVANCE:
The risk relevance rating considers the  
relevance of the risk to the Start Fund  
Crisis Anticipation Window. Risks are  
categorised with FOREWARN input.

UPCOMING RISKS

INFORM GLOBAL RISK INDEX:
The INFORM risk index identifies countries at risk from humanitarian 
crises and disasters that could overwhelm national response capacity. 
It is made up of three dimensions– hazards and exposure, vulnerability 
and lack of coping capacity.
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If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org
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Start members and their partners should consider acting on developing risks through the Start  
Fund Crisis Anticipation. Click HERE for more information on Start Fund Crisis Anticipation. 
Click HERE for an anticipation alert note template. Click HERE for advocating anticipatory action. 

HIGH RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

Risk of displacement due to the potential forced closure of Dadaab 
and Kakuma camps.  The Kenyan Government is seeking the closure 
of the camps that house over 400,000 people. Decision to close will 
be determined by the Kenyan High Courts by 7th May.  UNHCR is 
concerned about the impact this decision would have on protection of 
refugees and asylum seekers especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Amnesty International have warned that closing the camps without 
an approach that respects refugee rights may lead to significant 
humanitarian impacts.  Many residing in the camps are from Somalia 
and South Sudan, with some living in the camps for decades and it 
is unclear if they can make a safe return to their countries of origin. 
Previous attempts to close the camps in 2016/17 were rejected by 
courts.  

● CAMP CLOSURES

KENYA
INFORM RISK CLASS: HIGH

UNHCR

AMNESTY 

INTERNATIONAL

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

http://www.inform-index.org/
https://start-network.box.com/s/7mbn2z5pv6sisx54psnjh0byamhzgca8
https://start-network.box.com/s/v13tbektzhvnq2c6z093152bnt4dinmk
https://start-network.app.box.com/s/d3izmw4zec7zh4r9c1hifdwpp8mdtnpa
https://www.unhcr.org/ke/19849-unhcr-statement-on-the-government-of-kenyas-intention-to-close-dadaab-and-kakuma-refugee-camps.html
https://www.amnestykenya.org/statement-on-the-proposed-closure-of-dadaab-and-kakuma-refugee-camps/ 
https://www.amnestykenya.org/statement-on-the-proposed-closure-of-dadaab-and-kakuma-refugee-camps/ 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/04/13/closing-camps-wont-solve-kenyas-refugee-problem


MEDIUM RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

Conflict in Mozambique is escalating, with ECHO reporting a significant 
risk of regional spill over. An escalation of violence on March 24 by 
non-state armed groups in Palma district killed dozens and caused 
thousands more to flee their homes. As of 13 April IOM estimated 
17,297  people were displaced to Nangade, Mueda, Montepuez and 
Pemba. Thousands of others are believed to be on their way by foot, 
boat and bus to safer locations. The situation in Palma reportedly 
remains tense, with sporadic fighting and clashes still being reported 
and the number of people displaced by the violence is expected to 
continue to increase over the coming days. Displaced people are arriving 
to safer locations exhausted, traumatized, injured and in need of urgent 
medical attention and a number of unaccompanied children have arrived 
in Cabo Delgado’s capital, Pemba. The recent escalation of violence 
exacerbates the already dire humanitarian situation, with nearly 670,000 
people internally displaced in Cabo Delgado province.

Conflict and political tensions are likely to continue to escalate across 
several fronts in Ethiopia in the coming months. The conflict in Tigray 
continues, with a widely reported deteriorating humanitarian situation. 
Crisis Group report that similar political tensions centering on regional 
autonomy may increase elsewhere in the country ahead of the elections 
scheduled for 5 June across Ethiopia, excluding Tigray. Meanwhile, 
Crisis Group also suggest that Sudanese military elements may attempt 
to create supply lines to support Tigray forces, amid increasing tensions 
which saw border clashes in disputed Al-Fashqa border zone between 
the Sudanese army and Ethiopian forces. There remains no agreement 
between Ethiopia, Sudan and Egypt on the Renaissance Dam, and the 
situation may escalate ahead of the second filling scheduled for July.

The Eastern Pacific is entering typhoon season. While typhoons can 
occur at any time throughout the year in the region, most tend to 
develop between May and October. PAGASA released a seasonal 
forecast on predicting 4-13 tropical cyclones during May to October 
2020. Tropical areas have generally seen wet or very wet conditions 
and in the next three months, in particular Indonesia which was hit 
by tropical storm Seroja on 5 April. UK Met expect South East Asia 
is likely to be wetter than normal in the coming months. The Start 
Fund’s guidance note on anticipating cyclones contains useful 
resources, reliable forecast sources, and lead times for action.

If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org

● POLITICAL TENSIONS 
AND CONFLICT

ETHIOPIA 
INFORM RISK CLASS: VERY 
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CRISIS GROUP

REUTERS

NEW HUMANITARIAN

02
MONTHLY RISK BULLETIN
ISSUED: 14 APRIL 2021

OCHA
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IOM

CARE

● CONFLICT AND 
DISPLACEMENT

CENTRAL MOZAMBIQUE
INFORM RISK CLASS: VERY 
HIGH

UK MET

PAGASA

NASA

PRE ALERT GUIDANCE 

NOTE

● TYPHOON SEASON

EASTERN PACIFIC

https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/ethiopia/ethiopias-tigray-crisis-and-horn-africa-politics
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-ethiopia-dam-egypt-sudan-idUKKBN2BX0KS
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/africa/east-africa/ethiopia
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/mozambique/flash-update/yJjRgLZc7DCGXBD7RBHfE/
https://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/Echo-Flash#/daily-flash-archive/4169
https://www.iom.int/news/communities-displaced-recent-violence-mozambique-offered-respite-assistance-new-transit-centre
https://www.care.org/news-and-stories/press-releases/fear-for-vulnerable-women-and-girls-as-palma-violence-displaces-thousands-more-in-mozambique/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/binaries/content/assets/metofficegovuk/pdf/business/international/asia-climate-outlook-mar-2021.pdf
http://bagong.pagasa.dost.gov.ph/climate/tropical-cyclone-information#:~:text=More%20tropical%20cyclone%20(TCs)%20are,70%25%20of%20al%20typhoon%20develop
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/148180/seroja-slams-australia
https://startprogrammes.box.com/s/oa78a5t1dpr2yswwi3cz5h3b7jz8tabz
https://startprogrammes.box.com/s/oa78a5t1dpr2yswwi3cz5h3b7jz8tabz


LOW RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

Output of cereal crops is forecast well below average following 
seasonal rainfall levels at 60-80% below average in the key producing 
southwestern and central provinces of Namibe, Cunene, Huila and 
Cuanza Sul. Stressed vegetation conditions were observed ahead 
of the harvest in most cropped areas, indicating that crop yields are 
likely to be below average. Infestations of African Migratory Locust 
(AML) are an additional risk to crop and livestock production in 
2021. FEWSNET also reports below-average rainfall since the start 
of the rainy season, leading to abnormal dryness and drought. The 
situation is not expected to improve in the coming months in the 
absence of above average rainfall. WFP predicts that up to 40% of 
crops could be lost, with impacts on livestock sustenance as well 
as pre-existing chronic food insecurity and malnutrition rates which 
could provoke internal and cross-border displacement.

A severe drought is expected in Somalia following below-average 
2020 deyr and 2021 todob/jarar rains. Above-average temperatures 
continues to drive drier-than-normal conditions, and an increased 
likelihood of delayed and suppressed April to June gu rainfall is 
predicted by FEWSNET, with rainfall deficits forming over southern 
Somalia.  In northern regions, where Deyr rains were 50-80% of the 
historical average, water is increasingly scarce. Households are 
relying on water trucking as their primary water source, even in the 
Juba regions, where water trucking is usually unnecessary. Start 
Network members and other NGOs have noted the situation has 
been exacerbated by the third wave of COVID-19, locust infestations, 
and ongoing political instability.  A significant delay or poor start of 
the gu rains could cause higher livestock losses, drastically reducing 
household food access and reversing marginal gains in livestock 
herd recovery since the 2016/2017 drought. 

Explosions and volcanic ashfall caused by the La Soufrière volcano 
are likely to continue to affect Saint Vincent, the Grenadines and 
Barbados. Activity including tremors, explosions and ash venting  
began on 9 April. OCHA are expecting 16,000-20,000 people will 
be displaced. Government, UN and civil society interventions are 
already underway to mitigate and prevent the risk to people affected.

If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org

● DROUGHT

ANGOLA 
INFORM RISK CLASS: HIGH
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● DROUGHT

SOMALIA
INFORM RISK CLASS: VERY 
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● VOLCANO

SAINT VINCENT, THE 
GRENADINES AND 
BARBADOS 

OCHA

PAHO

GOVT. OF BARBADOS

https://www.wfp.org/news/hunger-worsens-angola-due-drought
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/AGO_16.pdf
https://fews.net/global/global-weather-hazards/april-9-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/looming-severe-drought-somalia-if-rains-fail-enso 
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/looming-severe-drought-somalia-if-rains-fail-enso 
https://fews.net/east-africa/somalia/key-message-update/march-2021
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/international/africa/africa_hazard.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/pre-drought-situation-sool-sanaag-and-togdheer-creates-new-displacement-forecast-next
https://reliefweb.int/report/saint-vincent-and-grenadines/st-vincent-grenadines-la-soufri-re-volcano-situation-report-no
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ECC%20VCT%20Soufriere%20volcano%20SitRep%203%20-%2011%20April%202021%20updated.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/barbados/met-services-concerned-about-volcanic-ash


If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org
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KEY POLITICAL DATES: APRIL-JUNE 2021
This ‘Key Dates’ section produces tangible events that members of the Start Network can  
use to inform specific, anticipatory, and preventive actions. Dates are compiled by drawing  
upon both global risk indexes and national-level risk information sources.

AFGHANISTAN - FOREIGN TROOP WITHDRAWL
NATO forces are set to begin a withdrawl of forces on 1 May, with the United States expected 
to conduct a complete withdrawal by 11 September. Crisis Group reported the withdrawal 
is likely to coincide with the seasonal rise in conflict, and violent incidents are likely to 
significantly increase.

Crisis Group &  The Guardian

SOMALILAND -ELECTIONS
Preparations for parliamentary and local elections scheduled for 31 May continue. Political 
parties have signed an electoral code of conduct committing to facilitating free and peaceful 
campaigning and public debate, and respecting human rights

Crisis Group & British Embassy

ETHIOPIA - ELECTIONS
Elections are planned amid ongoing political instability and regional conflict. In Oromia 
region there is ongoing violence, and the opposition party Oromo Liberation have said it will 
not participate in elections, citing continued harassment and detention of its members.

Crisis Group & The Financial Times

ARMENIA- PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
Snap election scheduled for 20 June. Prime Minister Pashinyan is set to resign amid ongoing 
political crisis and a standoff with military. 

BBC & The Financial TImes 

TIMELINE
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MAY

MAY 01

31

JUNE

20JUNE

https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/apr/13/biden-withdraw-troops-afghanistan-september-11
https://news.un.org/fr/story/2021/03/1091252
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-on-announcement-of-date-for-somalilands-parliamentary-and-local-council-elections
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://www.ft.com/content/8f18a8bf-0999-43e6-9636-3581a8a2c249
https://www.ft.com/content/8f18a8bf-0999-43e6-9636-3581a8a2c249
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-56194421
https://www.ft.com/content/c99f300f-7dff-4157-9979-527aa3cac2a4

