
1 Figures include only the number of returnees registered in the MoMD database, as the MoMD's 
unregistered returnees' figures for March are yet to be updated.
- IOM DTM returnees figures represents persons who have departed initial areas of displacement 
to areas of return, which may constitute areas of origin as well as areas of secondary 
displacement.
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IDP Information Center: 87% of 1,529 calls handled from returnees
were from Ninewa. The majority of the flagged issues were:

Governmental issues (grants, compensation on damaged properties, ..etc)

Food security related issues

Protection issues

Other issues (Health, Livelihoods, Shelter/NFI)

Cash assistance86%

4%

Protection Concerns Sinjar Hamdaniya Telafar Mosul Telkaif Ba’aj Hatra

Reported Violations of principles relating to return movements (including non-discrimination in the right of return, as well as 

voluntariness, safety and dignity of return movements)

Security incidents resulting in death/injury in return area (including assault, murder, conflict-related casualties)

Explosive Remnants of War (ERW)/ Improvised Explosive Device (IED) contamination in return area

Reported Rights violations by state or non-state military/security actors (including abduction, arbitrary arrest/detention, 

disproportionate restrictions on freedom of movement)

Concerns relating to inter-communal relations and social cohesion
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NINEWA GOVERNORATE - GENERAL CONTEXT

The Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) reports that 17,882 families

(107,292 individuals) returned in March. In addition to the return of IDPs,

128 Iraqi asylum-seekers returned from neighbouring Turkey and Syria.

The month of March brought new security challenges for the residents and

displaced population of North Ninewa as a result of the latest

developments in Syria. The tense security environment, coupled with the

ethnic, religious, and political divide along the disputed boundaries of the

Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I) reportedly negatively affects the

population’s sense of safety, a key determinant for returns and new

displacements. The recently retaken areas have reportedly not been fully

cleared of unexploded ordnances, with schools, hospitals, roads, bridges,

electrical power stations and water treatment plants reportedly

contaminated by Explosive Remnants of War (ERW). Areas of return have

heavily damaged buildings and structures. The protection environment in

these areas remains precarious given the presence of armed groups, road

and neighbourhood closures, checkpoints, curfews, military operations, and

the fear of acts of retaliation against the local population.

The latest return intention assessments conducted by UNHCR protection

partner indicates that out of the 7,000 assessed individuals currently

displaced in camps and in non-camp locations within the Dohuk

governorate, 93 per cent of the surveyed population displaced from

Northern Ninewa (mainly Sinjar and Telafar districts) do not intend to

return to their areas of origin in the near future, with the majority citing the

lack of basic services as the reason for not returning. Pre-return

assessments conducted among the 98 families that returned from

Garmawa camp in the month of March indicate that while some of the

returning families had been in contact with members of their household

and/or extended family in the areas of return to verify their property and

conditions in the areas of return, a larger number of IDPs (approximately 91

per cent) had little knowledge about the living conditions in their area of

return. According to the information collected during the assessment, the

main push factors for return relate to the poor living conditions and limited

access to livelihood opportunities in the areas of displacement.

As the return process remains relatively unstructured, it has been

challenging for humanitarian actors to adequately plan the response and

prioritize the needs. While recognizing the responsibility of authorities to

ensure the safety and security of returns, humanitarian agencies continue

to emphasize the importance of establishing clear procedures for security

screening. Protection partners are focusing on the provision of available

information on the situation in area(s) of return.

a high military presence were reported. Key challenges in most of the return
areas are related to the lack of basic services such as infrastructure, food,
water, shelter, and primary healthcare, lack of livelihood opportunities, the
fragile security and ethnic and religious tensions.

Protection assessments were conducted by humanitarian protection actors in
Barzan village. The results indicated that out of the 1,100 families that were
residing in the village prior to 2014, only 165 families have returned. The
limited number of returnees is linked to security concerns, the extensive
destruction of houses and infrastructure and the lack of assistance on the
ground. Returnee families are reportedly residing in damaged houses with no
access to basic services and utilities such as drinking water, electricity and
assistance. According to village leadership, no significant increase of returns is
to be expected any time soon. Furthermore, due to the cumbersome security
clearance procedures, it is reported that approximately 30 per cent of the
former residents of the village are not planning to return due to their alleged
affiliation with extremist groups.

SINJAR DISTRICT
The security situation in Sinjar remains complex, fuelling anxiety, in particular
among displaced Sinjar Yezidis. Reports from a humanitarian safety source
indicate that at least 20 different security incidents were recorded in Sinjar in
the month of March. Physical safety and security remain key concerns for the
population. Returnees in Sinjar indicated their intention to return to their
previous areas of displacement in KR-I should new fighting erupt. However,
population movements from Sinjar to Dohuk remain minimal for the moment.

Small-scale returns to Sinjar have been reported. According to the DTM
figures, a total of 8,197 families returned to Sinjar district by the end of
March, indicating that 20 families returned this month. According to the
information collected through protection assessments conducted in Sinjar
City, an indicative number of 3,000 households have reportedly returned to
the area by the end of March. The majority of the assessed returnees are
reportedly in a situation of secondary displacement as the majority have not
been able to return to their village of origin. The lack of livelihood
opportunities in the areas of displacement is reportedly among the main push
factors to consider to return to the areas of origin.

HATRA DISTRICT
The Mayor of Hatra district reports that approximately 410 families returned
to Hatra City Centre in March, bringing the total number of returnees to 500
families. The DTM figures indicate that 380 families returned in March,
bringing the total number of returnee families to 1,953. The security situation
is reportedly relatively stable, with no security incidents reported in March.
The Mayor reports that the government departments of Education, Health,
Municipal and Agriculture re-opened in March. A proportion of the IDP
families are reportedly awaiting the improvement of the basic services
provided in the areas of return before considering the return.

MOSUL DISTRICT

Families continued to return to Mosul, primarily to the western part of the

city. According to the DTM, 130,893 families had returned to Mosul by

March, a significant increase of 12,861 families compared to the previous

month. The Ministry of Migration and Displacement (MoMD) office of East

Mosul reported that 417 families had registered to return to Al Muthana, Al

Qadsya, Al Entsar, Sumar, Al Wehda and Rashedya neighbourhoods from

the central and southern governorates (Basrah, Qadisiyah, Muthanna,

Baghdad, Najaf, and Babel) and from the KR-I in March. In addition, MoMD

had registered IDP families returning from the camps in the KR-I (Hasan

Sham, Khzer, Nergezlia, and Qaymawa) to Mosul neighbourhoods

(Sherekhan, Qawosyat, Benaa Jahiz, and Al Awaeel). The MoMD Head

Office in Mosul reported that approximately 1,552 families were registered

in the western side of Mosul.

HAMDANIYA DISTRICT
According to the MoMD office in Hamdaniya district, 403 IDP families
returned from Sulaymaniyah, Dohuk, Erbil, Najaf, and Baghdad to Hamdaniya
district (120 families returned to Hamdaniya City Centre, 124 families to
Bartella sub-district, 126 families to Bashiqa sub-district, and 33 families to
Namrud sub-district) in March. The security situation is reportedly relatively
stable and basic services (such as electricity and water) are available. In
addition, schools have re-opened and receive students of all grades, as does
the University of Hamdaniya. As per the DTM, 592 families returned in March.

TELAFAR DISTRICT

The significant presence of explosive hazards remains one of the main
challenges hampering the return of IDPs to Telafar. Furthermore, incidents of
arrests of individuals who are accused of affiliation with extremist groups
continued to be reported. As per the DTM, an increase of approximately 3,561
families returned to Telefar in March in comparison to February, bringing the
total number of returned families to 38,988 since the district was retaken in
August 2017. According to the Mayor of Telafar district, approximately 16,000
individuals had returned to this district by the end of March. This number
represents the return of 30 per cent of the original population. The MoMD
office in Telafar reported that the total number of returnees during the month
of March is 420 families and the total number of returnees registered with
MoMD in Telafar district is 11,525.

RABEA’ SUB-DISTRICT
The situation in the Rabea’ City Centre is reportedly relatively stable with
minor incidents reported. However, the area remains largely inaccessible to
humanitarian workers due to the limited access from KR-I (principally from
Dohuk Governorate). The presence of explosive hazards was reported in some
areas of Rabea’ sub-district, hampering the return of IDP families.

ZUMMAR SUB-DISTRICT
The situation in the Zummar sub-district remains relatively peaceful with the
Federal Police and Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) reportedly in control of the area.
Restrictions on the freedom of movement in and around locations with


