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Ramadi 77,600

Falluja/Garma 45,562

Heet 9,599

Haditha 3,412

Rutba 1,752

MODM Returnee Figures

(Registered and non-registered)

Disclaimer:
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map
do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
For inquiries please contact the Protection Information Management
Officer; Email: alsalmam@unhcr.org.

IDP Information Center: 75% of calls received from Anbar were from
returnees. The most popular issues flagged:

Governmental issues (grants, compensation on damaged properties, ..etc)

Cash assistance43%

57%

Protection Concerns Ramadi Heet Falluja/Garma Haditha Rutba Khaldiyah
Amiriyat Al-

Fallujah
Reported Violations of principles relating to return movements (including non-discrimination in the right of return, as well as 

voluntariness, safety and dignity of return movements)

Security incidents resulting in death/injury in return area (including assault, murder, conflict-related casualties)

Explosive Remnants of War (ERW)/ Improvised Explosive Device (IED) contamination in return area

Reported Rights violations by state or non-state military/security actors (including abduction, arbitrary arrest/detention, 

disproportionate restrictions on freedom of movement)

Concerns relating to inter-communal relations and social cohesion



GENERAL CONTEXT

In February, curfews, search operations and arrest of 84 persons suspected
of various criminal offences were conducted in areas of return in Anbar.
The dire situation in the three western districts still under control of
extremist groups continues to affect stability in neighboring districts, such
as Rutba and Haditha which have large number of returnees. On 24
February, extremists attacked the Trebil border guards at the border
crossing with Jordan in Rutba killing 17 border guards.

The Tribal Council asked the authorities and the ISF to fully implement all
articles of the “Covenant of People of Anbar”, on grounds of
security. UNHCR continued to raise serious protection concerns about
provisions of the covenant such as elevation of tribal laws over regular
justice mechanisms and collective punishment, which could lead to a high
risk of increased evictions for persons/families accused of being affiliated to
extremist groups, without due process.

After access being barred for three days, Anbar's residents were allowed to
access Baghdad on 21 February through Al-Soqour checkpoint. This allowed
for ease of movement for government employees/students among IDPs
and returnees. It was also observed that the authorities at Al-Soqour
checkpoint are now more flexible in giving access to Baghdad for individuals
with residency cards issued in Baghdad. However despite the lifting of
access restrictions, on most days there were long queues of private vehicles
and trucks awaiting permission to cross the checkpoint on both directions.
Allegations have persisted of armed actors demanding payments at
checkpoints especially from trucks carrying construction materials, which
has the potential to hamper the reconstruction efforts in a governorate
with widespread destruction of properties and critical infrastructure.

IDP returns from the Kirkuk and KR-I governorates through Baghdad
northern checkpoint of Al-Sha’ab continue to be limited to twice daily
(mornings and afternoons) with about 15-20 families per movement.
Convoys of returnees to Anbar are usually escorted by the ISF who
confiscate IDs to limit the movement of returnees who are not allowed to
stop in Baghdad for any reasons. During the reporting period, on most days
there were long queues of returnee families reportedly waiting at Al-Sha’ab
checkpoint, with some spending the night in the nearby mosque waiting for
ISF escort.

FALLUJAH DISTRICT

Reportedly more than 2,150 families returned in February, bringing the
total number of returnees to 45,422 families since the commencement of
returns on 17 September. Movement restrictions continued to be imposed
on returnees within Fallujah with the Emergency Police conducting search
operations for suspected extermists. The inflated prices of food items
coupled with limited resources, is causing hardship to returnees. This
situation has led members of Anbar Provincial Council and Sheikhs in Anbar
to request the Prime Minister to urgently intervene.

Restrictions, long queues and delays and allegations of demands for
payments by armed actors, continues to hamper access through Al-Soqour

The majority of IDPs from Jazerat Al-Khalidiyah are displaced in camps
within Anbar governorate; their return will allow more space for the
anticipated influx from west Anbar. In preparation for IDP returns, a tribal
conference was held on 27 February in the presence of the governor of
Anbar and representatives of the ISF. The conference aimed at encouraging
IDP returns and to increase the level of cooperation with the ISF. A new
return committee was established by the governor consisting of
representatives from: Intelligence of the 10th army brigade, Anbar
Operations, Counter-Terrorism Forces, Anti-Crime Forces, Anbar
Emergency Forces and tribe fighters.

RAMADI DISTRICT

Attacks in areas of return in Ramadi continue to jeopardize the safety of
returnees and affect sustainability of returns. On 8 February, two persons
were killed and two others injured by an IED explosion in Kilo 60 area, west
of Ramadi. Despite Ramadi being declared by the authorities of explosive
hazards, another explosion took place in Zangoora area north/west Ramadi
on 28 January killing 1 child, injuring 4 children injured and destroying two
houses. As an indication of the continuing hazards in Ramadi, a specialized
explosive team uncovered dozens of barrels filled with explosive materials
left by extremist armed group in Kilo 7 area to the west of Ramadi.
Controlled explosion of these barrels resulted in some limited damage to
the surrounding houses.

Increasing incidents of abductions for ransom have been reported in
Ramadi district with many incidents affecting returnees during the
reporting period. The minimal presence of law enforcement and escalating
insecurity is leading some returnees to acquire weapons for their
protection. An increase in arms in an environment already awash with
weapons is likely to put the safety of returnees at greater risk.

GARMA DISTRICT

The pro-government armed groups in Garma stated that they are clearing a
daily average of 70 IEDs in the district. The district is still receiving large
number of returnees and over 8,652 families had returned as of 28
February 2017. The heavy contamination with IEDs/ERWs continues to
jeopardize the safety of returnees and affects the sustainability of returns.
Also, the lack of electricity and water supplies and shortages of food items
continues to be reported by returnees in Garma.

HADITHA DISTRICT

IDP returns continued during February despite frequent attacks by
extremists. The attacks have been launched against Haditha district from
ISIL's positions in Anah district. On 12 February, an attack occured in
Haqlaniyah sub-district of Haditha resulting in seven casualties, majority
being women and children. The authorities imposed strict security
measures in Haditha during the month of February following reports of
infiltration in the district by extremist armed groups.

checkpoint, and in particular access of returnees and their personal
properties to Fallujah and Anbar. The authorities sought to ease the
restrictions by opening the Moathafeen checkpoint to the east of the
district on 30 January. The ISF and traffic police are jointly managing the
checkpoint to provide security screening to returnees and their vehicles.

Incidents and casualties among returnees occured in Fallujah, the latest
being in Nassaf, west Fallujah on 25 February, when an UXO exploded
causing the death of one returnee and his cattle. Another incident occured
in Al-Shuhada’ neighborhood, where an explosion of booby-trapped house
on 8 February killed one returnee, injured two others and completely
destroyed the house. The neighbourhood had been declared cleared. While
returnees are seriously concerned for their safety, these tragic incidents
have not detered returns and in some areas untrained volunteers have
resorted to clearing explosive hazards despite the grave risks. More than
100 families are returning to Fallujah every day.

As part of restoration of services in areas of return, the law courts
reopened and resumed work in Fallujah on 12 February. Some returnee
families in Husay area of Fallujah received written eviction notices by the
tribe fighters over alleged accusations of affiliation with extremists groups.
Over 90 families were issued eviction notices. Affected families were given
only six days to depart their properties, which are then either confiscated
or destroyed. The evicted families were expected to end up in IDP camps.
There are serious concerns about the continued extrajudicial
measures,including the aforementioned evictions and also destruction of
properties of persons accused of affiiation with extremist groups.
Properties have been destroyed by fire and explosives. It is encumbent
upon the authorities to ensure that all those suspected of having
committed criminal offences are dealt with in accordance with established
laws under regular judicial mechanism and that collective punishment is
not meted out to entire families for the fault of an indiviual.

AMIRIYAT AL-FALLUJAH (AMIIRYAT AL-SUMOUD) DISTRICT

IDP returns continues to Amiriyat Al-Fallujah district with more concerns
over the safety of returnees with regular incidents reported. During the
reporting period, two returnees were killed when a car bomb detonated in
Al-Buaasi village.

In light of the weak governmental response to clear the booby-trapped
houses, volunteers among returnees started to do the job despite having
no experience. On 17 February, one volunteer was severely injured in Jafa
area by an IED explosion.

AL-KHALIDIYAH DISTRICT

The local authorities have specified 1 March 2017 as the day IDP returns
will commence to areas of origin in Jazeerat Al-Khalidiyah. The authorities
were aiming to have the areas cleared of IED/UXOs by then. The ISF are
destroying extremists' tunnels in the area, but that does not prevent IDP
returns, according to local authorities.

The majority of IDPs from Jazerat Al-Khalidiyah are displaced in camps

* IDP Information Center


