
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                           
 

Key messages  
 Agricultural production was sharply reduced by a severe drought in 2012. Cereal grain production dropped by 51% compared to 

previous year’s, potatoes by 48%, vegetables by 36% and sunflower by 31%. Livestock production was marginally affected. 
 Rural households have been hardly hit by the drought in particular small farmers and agricultural workers in the Southern and 

Central regions of the country. 
 Food prices increased by 3% during the last quarter of 2012. They were on average 5% higher than in same period of 2011.   
 Cereal imports in 2012 were 6% over 2011 level in volume but the import bill was 26% higher, reflecting international price trends. 

  

 

Republic of Moldova  
October–December 2012  

Food security indicators*  
(Time series available at: www.foodsec.org/mo) 

 
Economic indicators 

GDP growth (%) 6.4 2011 
Total population (millions)  3.5 2012 
Population growth (%) 0 2012 
Share of rural population (%) 58 2012 
Life expectancy (years) 71 2011 

Unemployment (%) Total 
Rural 

6.7 
5.2 2011 

Social protection expenditures as % of  
  government budget  18 2011 

Consumer Price Index (2011=100) 104,6 2012 
Food Price Index (2011=100) 103.8 2012 
Remittances as % of GDP (WB) 23 2011 
Cereal imports as % of total exports (in value)  1.5 2011 

 

Agricultural indicators 
Contribution of agriculture to GDP  
  (without agro-processing) (%)  12 2011 

Share of plant  
  production/livestock  
  in agricultural output (%) 

Plant 
Livestock 
  

59 
41 

 
2012 

Share of labour force in  
  agriculture (%) 

Women 
Men 

43 
57 2011 

Average land ownership (ha)  1.8 2011 
Farmgate price index (2010=100) 110 2011 
Average monthly salary in agriculture (MDL) 1 939 2011 
Women's access to land ownership  
  (UNDP) 

Full 
access 2009 

 

Other indicators including nutrition 

Prevalence of poverty (%)  Total 
Rural 

22 
30 2010 

Share of food expenditures in 
  total expenditures (%)  

Total 
1st quintile 

41 
59 2010 

Share of staple (cereals and potatoes) in  
  total calorie consumption (FAO) (%) 49 2007 

Share of protein of animal origin in total  
  calorie consumption (FAO) (%) 7 2007 

Undernourished population  
  2005–2007 (FAO) (%) 6  

Prevalence of iron deficiency among  
  women (anemia, age 15–49) (FAO) (%) 28 2005 

Prevalence of stunting among under 5  
  children (FAO) (%) 11 2009 

Income share held by lowest 20% (WB) (%) 6.8 2008 
* Source: National Bureau of Statistics unless otherwise indicated 

   

Food Security and Agriculture Highlights 

  Food security and poverty situation  
The mid-2012 drought has affected the whole country but was 
particularly severe for rural households in the Southern and Central 
regions whose income mostly depends on agriculture, small holder 
farmers and agricultural workers. The poor performance of agriculture 
has exacerbated the food security situation of the poorest segments of 
the population who spend more than 50% of their income on food.  
 
Fears of massive increase in food prices after the drought have 
fortunately not materialized. 
 
Poverty incidence in Moldova has significantly decreased between 
2009 and 2010 (from 26.3% in 2009 to 21.9% in 2010), according to 
the latest figures available from the Household Budget Survey. 
However, differences have remained huge between rural and urban 
areas (28.1% compared to 9.9% in 2010). Very high poverty incidence 
was registered among farmers (33%) and agricultural workers (39%). 
 

Poverty rate by area (%) 

 
Source: National Bureau of Statistics 

 
 

 Food prices  

Food prices increased by 3% during the fourth quarter of 2012. They 
were on average 5% higher than in the last quarter of 2011. In 2012, 
the Food Price Index was considerably lower than in 2011 (103.8 in 
2012 versus 108.4 in 2011).  
 
Bread: Bread price registered a moderate increase of 3% in the 
second half of 2012 while many feared a much higher rise after the 
poor harvest performance. Prices in July–December 2012 were 
actually lower than the previous year during the same period (-3%).    

 
National monthly price indices of bread 

 
Source: National Bureau of Statistics 

 

 
 

Food Security Information for Decision Making 

www.foodsec.org         
                                        European Union 

Potato: The potato price remained about stable between June and 
December 2012 (around MDL 4.6/kg). The average price in 
October–December 2012 was however 28% higher than in the same 
period of 2011 due to the low production in 2012. 
 
Beef: Beef meat price decreased by 8% between September and 
December 2012. Prices in the fourth quarter of 2012 however 
remained 11% higher than during the same period of 2011.  
 

http://www.foodsec.org/web/regional/europe/moldova/food-security-indicators/en/
http://www.foodsec.org/web/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More readings: 
 
FAO - Policy Briefs 
FAO - Global food price monitor 
FAO - Crop Prospects and Food 
Situation 
FAO - Media Center 
 
Website: www.foodsec.org 
 

 
The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union or the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 

  Agricultural production 
 According to preliminary figures of the National Bureau of Statistics, 
agricultural production in 2012 for all categories of enterprises 
(corporate enterprises, farms and households) dropped by more 
than 20% (-22.4%) compared to 2011, due to the sharp drop in plant 
production (-32.6%) and a small decrease in livestock production  
(-1.1%). As a result, the contribution of plant production to total 
agricultural production was only 59% in 2012 (68% in 2011), while 
livestock production was 41% (32% in 2011). 
 
Cereal grain production declined by 51% compared to 2011, 
potatoes by 48%, vegetables by 36% and sunflower by 31%. The 
decrease in livestock production was due to low egg production  
(-16.0%) and milk (-5.6%) in households as a result of drought. 
 
Similar to previous years, 32% of global agricultural output was 
produced by agricultural enterprises, 17% by registered private 
farms and 51% by households. More than three quarters of the 
livestock production in the country are produced by households 
(78%). 
 
In 2012, as in previous years, corporate farms produced most sugar 
beet (89%), rape (87%), cereal grains (excluding maize) (74%), 
soybean (72%) and sunflower  (70%). Households and farms 
produced most potatoes and vegetable (83%) , corn (83%), grapes 
(78%), milk (97%), meat (73%), and eggs (62%). 
 

Production of main agricultural products 
 

Crop 

Avg 
2007-
2011 

2011 2012 
(preliminary 
estimations) 

2012/2011 2012/ 
average 

Thousand tones     Percent 

Cereal grain 
of which 2234 2498 1204 -51 - 46 

  Corn 1174 1468 571 -61 -51 

  Wheat 785 795 494 -38 -37 

Sunflower 324 427 295 -31 -1 

Sugar beet 667 589 584 0 -12 

Potato 272 351 182 -48 -33 

Vegetables 322 362 231 -36 -28 

Perennial 
plantations 930 973 881 -1 -1 

Source: MAFI 
 
 
 

  Food trade 
In 2012, cereals imports amounted to 12 987 tonnes, i.e. 6% more 
than in 2011. The import bill in 2012 was 26% higher than in 2011 
due to the increase of import prices on international markets. 
 

Cereal imports (January–December) 

 
Source: Customs Service 

Objective of the Food Security and Agriculture Highlights 
The objective of the Highlights is to provide an overview of the situation of food security in the country, with 
a focus on agriculture which is a key sector for developing the country and improving food security of rural 
and urban populations. 
 
The Highlights are produced with support from the EC/FAO Programme on information systems to improve food security decision-making in the 
European Neighbourhood Policy East Area (2010–2012), funded by the European Union and implemented by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations. 
 
For more information please contact: 
Svetlana Ojog   Francoise Trine 
Svetlana.Ojog@fao.org     Francoise.Trine@fao.org 

 
  

National monthly price of beef meat 

 
Source: National Agency for Rural Development (ACSA) 

 

In 2012, 400 million MDL of subsidies were allocated to about 5 000 
recipients, mainly to stimulate investments in agricultural machinery 
and equipment and irrigation equipment (41.3%), establishment of 
perennial plantations (18.6%), infrastructure development and post-
harvest processing (10.8%), and support credit from financial 
institutions to agricultural producers (10.2%) and encourage risks 
insurance in agriculture (9.5%).  
 
In order to mitigate the negative impact of the drought, Government 
has provided 38 million MDL to farmers hit by the drought to 
partially cover the expenses incurred for winter wheat planting and 
12 million MDL for the purchase of feed grain in drought affected 
areas to avoid the sale of productive assets such as livestock.  

 
Estimated vegetation conditions 

 

 

 
 

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec 
 

 

During the reporting 
period, wide areas of the 
country were covered by 
snow. Normal vegetation 
conditions were detected 
in Southern Moldova 
and Soroca region 
(north). 

http://www.fao.org/economic/es-policybriefs/en/
http://www.fao.org/giews/english/gfpm/index.htm
http://www.fao.org/giews/english/cpfs/index.htm
http://www.fao.org/giews/english/cpfs/index.htm
http://www.fao.org/news/newsroom-home/en/
http://www.foodsec.org/web/regional/europe/overview/en/
mailto:Svetlana.Ojog@fao.org
mailto:Francoise.Trine@fao.org
mailto:Francoise.Trine@fao.org
http://mars.jrc.ec.europa.eu/mars/About-us/FOODSEC

