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     REDLAC Weekly Note on Emergencies 

Latin America & the Caribbean  

 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office through disaster 
monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the sources indicated. Activities carried out in 
affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to 
ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

Year 6 – Volumen 305             06 May, 2013

RAINS & FLOODS  

GUATEMALA: Rains with strong winds affected 

some 1,520 people in the departments of San 

Marcos, Izabal, Suchitepequez, Zacapa, Peten 

and Quiche. Near 90 people lost their homes, 70 

others were evacuated (34 persons are in 

temporary shelters) and 90 houses were 

damaged. The National Institute of Seismology, 

Vulcanology, Meteorology and Hydrology 

forecasts a normal rainy season, which begins in 

mid-May. More rains are predicted in the center 

of the country and less rains in the east. 

Authorities have allocated 192 million Quetzales 

(about US$24.6 million) for prevention and 

attention on emergencies due to weather 

conditions.  

Source:  National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction. 

 

COLOMBIA: The government has invested close 

to $13 million in emergency response during the 

first rainy season 2013.  These funds have been 

used in emergency humanitarian aid, subsidies 

for housing rental, building materials, 

rehabilitation of roads and infrastructure. The 

Government estimates that more than 70,000 

people have been affected in the current rainy 

season.  

Source: National System for Disaster Prevention and 

Response.  

 

HONDURAS: About 25 people are in shelters and 

two are missing due to heavy rains in the last 

week. At least 45 houses were flooded and three 

houses were destroyed in several sectors in 

Tegucigalpa.  

Source: Permanent Contingency Commission 

 

About 29 neighborhoods in Tegucigalpa were affected by 
rains. Some 45 houses were damaged and 25 people are in 
shelters. © La Tribuna. 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS:   

 GUATEMALA: 1,520 people affected by rains, 90 evacuated and 70 in shelters.  

 ECUADOR:  Lack of rain is affecting several regions in Loja, with an estimated 80 per cent in crops losses.  

 GUATEMALA: Red alert in the department of Peten for fires, authorities are combating 12 forest fires.  
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BOLIVIA: The International Cooperation and the 

European Commission will implement a post 

disaster recovery project, to ensure the 

rehabilitation of livelihoods of at least 4,000 

families affected by recent natural disasters in the 

Commonwealth of San Juan del Oro (departments 

of Tarija, Chuquisaca and Potosi). Action Aid, 

German Agro Action, the United Nations Fund for 

Food and Agriculture (FAO) and the World Food 

Programme (WFP) will be implemented the 

project.  

Source:  Vice Ministry of Civil Defense via El Diario. 

 

DROUGHT 

ECUADOR: The lack of rain in several regions of 

Loja (south) has affected the corn, peanut, beans 

and rice crops as well as livestock. The canton of 

Zapotillo was declared under a state of 

emergency last week. The members of the 

cantonal Emergency Operations Committee 

estimate that 80 per cent of crops have been lost.  

Source: Emergency Operation Center via El Comercio.  

 

 

BOLIVIA: A drought is affecting several regions; 

in the department of Santa Cruz, 60 percent of 

food products have been lost (about 15,000 

hectares of corn, sorghum and beans). In the 

department of Cochabamba about 12,000 

hectares of crops are at risk. In the department 

of Tarija, the drought has affected 90 per cent of 

agricultural production of corn, soybeans, 

peanuts, which determined the emergency 

declaration in several municipalities. The Tarija 

municipal COE was activated and requested the 

Government to declare the region under disaster. 

Source: Departamental authorities via El Dia, El Diario and Los 

Tiempos.  

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 

ECUADOR: Since Saturday, 27 April, the 

Tungurahua Volcano has increase its eruptive 

activity, emitting continuous steam with 

moderate ash, affecting the population of 

Chimborazo.  There are currently no damages to 

crops, however, authorities and the population 

near the volcano remain on alert.  

Source: National Secretariat for Risk Management  

 

EPIDEMICS 

PARAGUAY - DENGUE: The death toll for 

dengue is 52, while confirmed cases stands at 

more than 78,000. The virus is most concentrated 

in the Central department - the capital Asuncion 

and the department of Alto Parana.  

Source: Ministry of Public Health via ABC Digital. 

 

WlLDFIRES 

GUATEMALA: The authorities declared a red 

alert in the department of Peten (north) for forest 

fires. So far, 40 forest fires have been reported in 

2013, of which 12 were reported during the last 

week. The current wildfire season in Guatemala, 

which started in November 2012 and should end 

in June, has left 570 fires across the country.  

Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction  


