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France and the Global Fund
The fight against the three pandemics is a longstanding French 
priority. France played a particularly active role in establishing the 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria in 2002.

Contributions of Major Public Donors to  
the Global Fund as of 31 December 2014

1  United States US$ 10,149,199,282 31.5%

2  France US$3,982,452,445  12.3%

3  United Kingdom US$2,719,471,552  8.4%

4  Germany US$ 2,348,245,493 7.3%

5  Japan US$ 2,156,219,975  6.7%

6  European Union US$1,620,404,881  5.0%

7  Canada US$1,377,963,075  4.3%

8  Italy US$1,049,135,873  3.3%

9  Sweden US$ 956,149,124  3.0%

10  The Netherlands US$919,971,487  2.9%

The country’s continued commitment has translated 
into the mobilization of significant budgetary resources. 
The largest European and second-largest international 
donor (after the United States) has contributed more 
than US$4 billion to the Global Fund to date, or over 
12 percent of the organization’s total budget since it 
was established. For the 2014-2016 period, France has 
pledged €360 million per year, which represents its 
highest contribution to date.

This financial support goes hand in hand with  
ongoing political support, including the promotion 
of the Global Fund’s founding values. In this way, 
the central roles played by the communities affected 
by the diseases, by civil society and by recipient 
governments are fundamental principles to which 
France gives special priority. 
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France’s global health strategy focuses on the 
importance of universal access to prevention, treatment 
and care. France supports the development of targeted 
approaches to implementing programs for vulnerable 
populations that take into account the issues of human 
rights, gender, and the protection of young girls. As part 
of that approach, France promotes making available 
new medicines and new diagnostic tools. It is working 
to ensure lower prices, most notably by working 
closely with the international drug purchase facility 
(UNITAID), of which it is the largest donor.

The action France is taking in the recipient countries 
is part of a collaborative and participative approach. 
The country’s broad diplomatic network translates 
into representation on the Country Coordinating 
Mechanisms in many of those countries. In this way, 
France contributes to developing and monitoring 
Global Fund programs in 58 recipient countries. This 
action also involves contributions in the form of French 
expertise deployed on the ground to assist in the 
implementation of Global Fund grants and includes 
implementers, nongovernmental organizations, 
research institutes and independent consultants.

Protecting Millions of People in Chad: In the village of 
Kelo, Chad, Veronique rests underneath the insecticide-
treated net that has just been installed. Veronique 
received the net – free of charge – through a mass 
distribution campaign which was organized in her 
village. Haltaguin, her one-year-old daughter, contracted 
malaria last year, but was able to receive treatment in 
time. Thanks to this net and the information she received 
during the distribution campaign, Veronique knows that 
her child will be safer because she will be protected from 
mosquitoes at nighttime. Last year, the government 
of Chad, with the support of the Global Fund and of 
UNICEF, launched a national distribution campaign with 
the goal of providing 7.3 million insecticide-treated nets 
across the country, covering every person and every 
household that is at risk for malaria.
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The French President welcomed the executive 
management team of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria to the Elysée Palace. He confirmed 
that, despite budgetary constraints, France will contribute 
€360 million to the Global Fund in 2014, 2015 and 2016. 
France has made a financial commitment of €1.08 billion 
over the next three years. The amount pledged is equal  
to the contribution made over the past three years.

He indicated that France intends to strengthen its 
cooperation with the Global Fund, at its Secretariat 
in Geneva and on the ground, through increased 
involvement on the part of the French diplomatic 
network, most notably in Francophone countries.

Since the organization’s inception, France has been 
a strong supporter of AIDS research and access to 
treatment in poorly resourced countries. It also provided 
the impetus for the establishment of the Global Fund  
and UNITAID, the international facility for the purchase  
of drugs. France is the Global Fund’s second largest 
donor and UNITAID’s largest contributor. 

–  Press release issued by the French President on 5 November 2013 (excerpts)

The 5% Initiative for AIDS, TB and Malaria 
Launched in December 2011, the 5% Initiative is  
a new form of partnership between France and the 
Global Fund. This mechanism, which represents 5% 
of France’s total contribution, or €18 million annually, 
focuses on strengthening access to and increasing 
the 47 eligible countries. To accomplish these goals, 
the initiative meets their technical expertise needs 
relative to design, implementation, monitoring and 
evaluation, and measuring the impact of the grants. 
The 5% Initiative also contributes to enhancing and 
consolidating a network of Francophone expertise. The 
two funding channels of this initiative make it possible 
to: 1) meet ad hoc needs for high-level expertise, and 2) 
provide two to three years of funding for projects that 
respond to programmatic needs or structural problems 
in recipient countries, focusing on priority areas such 
as governance, supply and inventory management, 
health system strengthening and operational research. 
Operational implementation of the initiative has been 
entrusted to Expertise France. A steering committee 
that includes representatives from both the public 
sector and civil society is responsible for oversight of 
the initiative. http://www.initiative5pour100.fr/en/

About the Global Fund
The Global Fund is a 21st-century organization designed  
to accelerate the end of AIDS, TB and malaria as epidemics. 
Founded in 2002, the Global Fund is a partnership 
between governments, civil society, the private sector and 
people affected by the diseases. The Global Fund raises and 
invests nearly US$4 billion a year to support programs run 
by local experts in countries and communities most in need.

The Global Fund operates with three core principles: 
partnership, country ownership and performance-based 
funding. All partners need to take part in decision-making. 
People actually implementing grants know the best way 
to fight disease in their country, and come up with the 
most effective solutions. Funding should be provided 
where it can achieve the best results. By challenging 
barriers and embracing innovative approaches, the 
Global Fund strives for maximum impact.
 
By mid 2015, Global Fund-supported programs were 
providing antiretroviral (ARV) treatment to  
8.1 million people, had tested and treated 13.2 million 
cases of TB, and had distributed 548 million insecticide-
treated nets to protect families from malaria. Working 
together, millions of lives have been saved and 
prevention, treatment and care services have been 
provided to hundreds of millions of people, helping to 
revitalize entire communities, strengthen local health 
systems and improve economies.

Winning the Fight Against 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria
In 2002, the world was struggling to engage in the  
battle against HIV, TB and malaria. Access to key 
interventions was limited. Only 50,000 people were 
receiving antiretroviral (ARV) treat ment in Africa. 
Among the 22 countries with the highest TB burden, case 
detection rates were just 43 percent, and the treatment 
success rate was just 67 percent. In sub-Saharan Africa, 
fewer than 5 percent of households owned an insecticide-
treated net. The worldwide economic and human toll 
from these three diseases was devastating.

Today the reality is different. Public sector and 
community-led health programs in low- and middle-
income countries have launched an unprecedented fight 
against the three diseases. As of March 2015, 15 million 
people were receiving ARV therapy globally and there 
were 38 percent fewer HIV infections than in 2001. TB 
incidence rates have been declining globally and in all 
sub-regions except in certain African countries since 2004. 
Progress towards eradicating malaria has occurred in 
every WHO region of the world, with the WHO European 



region tipped to eradicate malaria from all of its nations in 
the coming five years. At the beginning of the millennium, 
AIDS, TB and malaria together caused 6 million deaths 
each year; today, that figure has decreased by 40 percent.

Value for Money
Much of the world has been struggling with a prolonged 
financial crisis that threatens to undermine or even 
reverse the progress achieved to date. While donors are 
fully cognizant of the risks and costs of reduced support, 
they are under increasing pressure to demonstrate value 
for money from their investments. In response, the 
Global Fund has been transforming itself to become 
more efficient, invest more strategically, maximize 
impact, and help fill existing programmatic gaps.
In 2012, the Global Fund implemented an ambitious 
reor ganization to improve and adapt its structure and 
business practices for a fast-changing world. 

And despite the current economic climate, donor 
countries who gathered at the Global Fund’s Fourth 
Replenishment in December 2013 announced pledges of 
US$12 billion for the three-year period from 2014 to 2016. 
This represents an increase of 30 percent compared 
with the previous replenishment (2010).

Funding Model
Through its new funding system, the Global Fund has 
given a new impetus to its founding principles as an 
organization that focuses on partnerships to intensify 
the fight against HIV, TB and malaria. The new funding 
model features open and active dialogue at the country 
level, the option of reprogramming the funds, and 
alignment with national strategic health plans to provide 
implementing partners with more effective means to 
defeat the three diseases. 
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Civil society, including key population representatives 
and organizations at the heart of the fight against 
the diseases, plays a crucial role in ensuring that the 
implementation of the new funding model produces 
results and has a real impact on the communities 
affected by AIDS, TB and malaria. This approach places 
the defense of human rights and gender issues at the 
center of the process of discussion and dialogue at the 
country level so that the rights of key populations are fully 
acknowledged and taken into account.

The model also encourages countries to clearly express 
how much funding they need to effectively treat and 
prevent the three diseases. The new funding model 
was designed to execute the Global Fund’s strategy 
of investing for impact. It will help the Global Fund 
to improve the way it evaluates, approves, funds, and 
monitors grant implementation.

Bigger Impact: focus on countries with the highest 
disease burden and least ability to pay, while keeping 
the portfolio global

Predictable Funding: process and financing levels 
become more predictable in order to produce a higher 
success rate

Ambitious Vision: ability to elicit full expressions  
of demand and reward ambitious applications

Historic Opportunity
Now, more than ever, partnerships are at the heart 
of the Global Fund’s approach. Multinational 
organizations, governments, the scientific community, 
philanthropists, civil society and the private sector 
work together with determina tion and combine their 
efforts to defeat AIDS, TB and malaria by investing in 
an approach to partnerships that coordinates the use  
of all available resources in order to obtain the best 
return on investment by protecting the fundamental 
rights of each person and respecting their dignity.

The world has an historic opportunity to defeat these 
three diseases. This will change the future of millions 
of lives through working with all partners, by having 
ambitious projects, and by continuing to develop new 
partnerships to relentlessly innovate. The Global Fund 
is committed to investing to maximize the impact of  
its grants.


