
NEEDS
Access to asylum and registration

Given the size and speed of the movements, ensuring access to asylum and to UNHCR or Government registration remains a key challenge which involves

actively advocating for and ensuring the implementation of protection-sensitive national entry policies and appropriate screening of incomers by

Governments as necessary. Timely registration of Syrian refugees represents a critical element of the protection response. Given the high volume and rate

of arrivals in countries in the immediate region and the significant demands upon registration resources, achieving an appropriate balance between the

need to accelerate registration processing and the need to gather and record as early as possible information with a focus on vulnerabilities that will be

required to support other protection activities and objectives, including Resettlement, remains crucial.

Child Protection

More than half the refugees fleeing Syria are children. Child protection actors throughout the region paint a picture of children traumatized by the conflict

in Syria. Identifying high risk children in need of urgent protection interventions is prioritized by country operations. The most urgent concerns for the

protection of refugee children are child labour and exploitation, child marriage and recruitment.

Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV)

A range of factors including separated families, poverty and shelter needs contribute to an increased risk of SGBV for refugees. This Regional Response

Plan lays out SGBV prevention and response programmes through a multi-sectoral approach that builds on community outreach, particularly targeting

women and children as they are disproportionately affected by SGBV. The specific areas of concern addressed under SGBV programing include trafficking,
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KEY SEPTEMBER DEVELOPMENTS 
Syrians continue to be granted access to Lebanon, despite increased restrictions. UNHCR continued border monitoring to ensure those in need of 

protection have access to the Lebanese territory. An increase in detention of Syrians for illegal entry/stay including minors has been observed. Training on 

basic child protection was delivered to enhance identification and referral of high risk children. Child-friendly space was established at the UNHCR 

registration centre in Tyr. A child protection strategy was endorsed by the Child Protection in Emergencies Working Group. Two trainings on the Clinical 

Management of Rape were conducted for 84 participants. Further trainings were carried out for 109 professionals working in Child and Adolescent Friendly 

Spaces, Community Centres, and schools trained on the SGBV toolkit, twelve organizations trained on the use of the SGBV information management 

system, three 'mid-way houses' established in Bekaa providing refugee and Lebanese women and girls with emergency accommodation and support.

In Jordan, classification of Syrian identity documents of refugees which are withheld by authorities upon entering the country is ongoing. Classification is 

done with the purpose of safekeeping and proper recording for in order for documents to be later returned to refugees. Refugees are now registered 

within a day at UNHCR's Registration Centre in Irbid, a significant reduction from what was once up to a 6 month waiting period. Three (3) Community 

Centres and 9 Community Action Committees, serving Syrians and Jordanians in host communities were formally established across the Kingdom.  The 

Forced & Early Marriage Task Force held the first awareness-raising session for religious leaders in Zaatari and is developing a standard training package for 

awareness-raising sessions on forced and early marriage. The Child Protection Sub-Working Group organized a workshop on Minimum Standards for Child 

Protection in Jordan delivered to CP SWG members and Government officials.  Applications of 100 vulnerable persons were submitted for resettlement in 

September 2013. 

The Government of Turkey (GoT) is the provider of first response and manages the registration, identification and response mechanisms for the protection 

of Syrian refugees in Turkey. Production of the prototype for 23 mobile coordination/registration centers to be provided by UNHCR in support to GoT 

registration activities was completed and delivered to AFAD.  The results of GoT's profiling exercise of the non-camp refugees, supported by UNHCR, were 

published. UNHCR continued to support protection activities in camps and urban areas assisting the camp management and assessing the situation of 

refugees in urban areas. UNHCR staff observed the voluntary return interviews of about 740 cases. Child-Friendly Spaces have been established by UNICEF 

in 17 camps benefiting over 7,900 children with around 5,000 weekly.  Some 660 youth volunteers have been trained for this purpose. In addition trainings 

have been carried out for youth workers to work with children and youth in the camps, monitoring and reporting.  A total of 2,574 persons were assisted 

with transportation services, the majority of whom used the service for medical referrals purposes. 

In Iraq, Border monitoring of Syrian Returnees continues, including the reception of new arrivals and monitoring of spontaneous returns. Four additional 

camps have been established in the Kurdish Region. Movement of refugees from transit locations supported by protection activities is ongoing in the a/m 

camps.  Residency permits have not been provided yet to most of the new arrivals.  

Illegal departures from Egypt by sea continued, with a number of Syrians arrested while attempting to board boats heading towards Europe.  Those 

arrested continue to be detained, including families with young children, separated and unaccompanied children.  Child-Friendly Spaces opened in Greater 

Cairo, serving approximately 150 children. Trainings were carried out for community based protection network, on case management and referral 

mechanisms for operational and implementing organizations. The decision of the Government of Egypt to impose temporary measures requiring Syrians to 

obtain a visa and prior security approval to enter Egypt remains in force.

ACHIEVEMENTS 
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Up to 3.5 million 
Syrians may seek safety outside 

their country of origin   

100% 
refugees registered with 

competent authorities

Up to 100,000 
Syrians provided with legal 

counseling and information

100% 
of unaccompanied minors 

identified and assisted through 

Best Interest Determination 

processes

100% 
of SGBV survivors and those at 

risk of SGBV identified and 

assisted

Training provided to officials and 

other stakeholders on 

protection principles

252,800 received psychosocial 

support 

8,900 cases of identified UAM and CR 

assisted

2,680 responses to identified SGBV 

cases

28,700 individuals with special 

needs or persons at risk supported

126 safe space environments  

provided to refugee communities

1,770 persons benefited from 

training sessions delivered to 

counterpart & partner agencies 

106,000 persons reached through 

legal counceling, awareness raising 

activities and information sharing with 

communities

7,950 persons reached through 

community based mine awareness  

raiasing 

2.14 million Syrians registered (178, 

000 in September) 

Map data as of Oct 2013, source data.unhcr.org


