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Highlights 

 In 2012, donors give $45 million in humanitarian aid to the Caucasus and Central Asia ($18 million in 2011) 

 Drop in outgoing aid: in 2012, the region gave $1.5 million compared to $13 million in 2011 

 Assistance from Azerbaijan makes up the bulk of the region’s outgoing aid in 2012 

 Russia emerges as top donor to the region in 2012, while Tajikistan remains the region’s largest aid recipient 

Outgoing humanitarian aid significantly drops in 2012 
In 2012, countries in the Caucasus and Central Asia received $45 million in humanitarian aid, 57 per cent of which 
went to Tajikistan. 2012 began with food insecurity in Tajikistan high up on the agenda of the Government and 
donors. As the year progressed, donors provided $18 million of in-kind or financial support to food programmes run 
by veteran humanitarian organizations throughout Tajikistan. In their turn, countries in the Caucasus and Central 
Asia gave a total of $1.5 million in aid, which is nine times less than in 2011. The dropped rate of the outgoing aid 
is mostly due to dwindling down of Kazakhstan’s humanitarian activity. In 2012, Kazakhstan only sent some in-kind 
assistance to Tajikistan and contributed to UNOCHA and UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), 
whereas in 2011, Kazakhstan alone provided over $11 million of aid to Afghanistan, Japan, Libya, Somalia, Turkey, 
and several United Nations agencies.  

Humanitarian funding flows into the region  

For the second year straight, food programmes in Tajikistan most funded 

2012 incoming funding by sector During the reporting period, the Caucasus received $8 million and Central 
Asia $37 million in humanitarian aid. Donors mostly supported food 
interventions in Tajikistan ($18 million or 40 per cent of all incoming aid in 
2012). In 2011, food programmes in Tajikistan also got relatively generous 
donor backing that amounted to $8 million.  

The coordination  and support services sector remains the third most funded 
sector and reflects various contributions that go towards improving capacity 
of humanitarian actors (including national disaster management agencies) 
or enhancing overall humanitarian operations. In 2012, this sector’s funding 
comes from Sweden in support of operations of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross across the entire Caucasus, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan.  

Kazakhstan, Russia and Saudi Arabia sent bilateral food aid to Tajikistan, 
while Russia also gave $8 million to the World Food Programme (WFP) in 
Tajikistan and $6 million to WFP in Kyrgyzstan. Over 25 per cent of 
population in Kyrgyzstan and 22 per cent of households in Tajikistan were 
estimated to be food insecure towards the end of 2012.  

 

Credit: REACT/Tajikistan; UNHCR/Kyrgyzstan 
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*Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) is not one of the IASC standard sectors. For analysis purposes, OCHA Regional Office for Caucasus and Central Asia chose to 
distinguish funding that goes into DRR, because DRR programmes in the region usually make up one of the top funded areas. 
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More donors give more aid to Caucasus and Central Asia in 2012 

The number of donors providing humanitarian assistance to the region doubled in 2012 compared with 2011. In 
2012, 15 organizations and governments provided more than twice as much aid as did donors in 2011: $45 million 
vs. $18 million. During the reporting period, donors traditionally remained loyal to providing aid in cash as the most 
effective way for aid to reach the affected people: 89 per cent (vs. 11 per cent in-kind). Donors also preferred 
channeling the aid through multilateral channels: UN agencies and international organizations (92 per cent vs. 8 
per cent bilaterally).  

Top 10 donors to the region in 2012 In 2012, Russia emerged as the region’s top donor, providing 
$18 million in aid to Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. After bilateral 
negotiations between Russia and Tajikistan in early 2012, 
Russia sent food, tents, heaters, mobile electric stations, and 
emergency kits, totaling over $3 million. The bulk of Russia’s 
funding ($14 million) helped WFP offices in Kyrgyzstan and 
Tajikistan provide food for many vulnerable people suffering 
from or at risk of food insecurity.  

Contributions from the European Commission’s Humanitarian 
Aid and Civil Protection Department (ECHO) mostly comprise 
funds disbursed within its disaster preparedness programme 
(DIPECHO VII) and humanitarian implementation plan in 
Tajikistan.  

 

 

 Aid to Tajikistan in 2012: mismatch between state reported data and Financial Tracking Service 

 In 2012, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Georgia were the region’s top 
aid recipients. Georgia received as much aid as in 2011 ($4 
million); Kyrgyzstan – $8 million ($3 million in 2011), while 
Tajikistan received $26 million – over three times the amount in 
2011. According to media, Tajikistan received $75 million in 
humanitarian aid in 2012. FTS records indicate that the number is 
smaller and stands at over $26 million. There could be several 
reasons why these figures differ. First, FTS relies on donors and 
agencies to report contributions they make or receive. Second, 
there are some variations between government protocols and those 
of the international aid community regarding what is considered 
humanitarian aid. FTS tracks only humanitarian aid (not 
development aid), i.e. aid that is intended for life-saving and early 
recovery activities targeting people affected by natural disasters or 
conflict situations. 

2012 incoming humanitarian aid by recipient 

 

Humanitarian funding flows out of the region 
2012 outgoing aid by recipient Having provided over $1 million in in-kind humanitarian aid, Azerbaijan 

tops the list of the region’s donors in 2012. For the past several years, 
Kazakhstan was the region’s main donor, while in 2012 the country 
only responded to the food and winter crisis in Tajikistan, sending a 
cargo with flour and vegetable oil in mid-July. Azerbaijan mobilized 
assistance in response to an earthquake in Iran and floods in Russia.  

In 2012, CERF continued receiving support from Kazakhstan 
($50,000), Armenia ($5,000) and Tajikistan ($2,000). These 
contributions allowed CERF help millions of people in 49 countries 
affected by sudden or protracted crises. In 2012, CERF disbursed over 
$477 million.  

 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 
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For further information, please contact:  

Zarina Nurmukhambetova, Communications Associate, nurmukhambetova@un.org, Tel: +7 727 258 2643, ext. 1545  

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/rocca | www.reliefweb.int  

To be added or deleted from this mailing list, please go to http://bit.ly/ocharocca  
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