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Q: What kind of problems do stateless children in Thailand face?  
 
A: Stateless children struggle to access their basic rights, especially their right to 
education. Most cannot continue their education at the high school and college 
levels because their families cannot afford the tuition fees. And those stateless 
children who do graduate from college cannot get a job as they are illegal and 
thus do not qualify to work. 
 
Some, in desperation, take up dangerous jobs – girls, for example, work in 
karaoke bars and boys in factories. Most, however, work in agricultural fields, 
often using chemical sprayers without any protection. Needless to say, this 
makes them sick. The hospital in Chiang Rai reported that more than 200 
stateless people who had had check-ups there had high levels of chemicals 
inside their bodies. 
 
Q: Why are people in Thailand stateless? 
 
A: Most of the stateless people are from Burma and are uneducated. They settle 
in Thailand because living conditions are better here. Thai law states that those 
who migrated to Thailand before 1999 can apply for Thai citizenship, as can 
migrant children born before 1992. In the latter case, there must be proof of their 
having been born in Thailand, like the testimony of a midwife or neighbor. 
 
There are, however, a large number of stateless people who came to Thailand 
later than the cut-off date and children born after 1992. These people cannot 
become Thai nationals and it is they who have a problem. 
 
Q: How many stateless people live in northern Thailand? 
 
A: Altogether, there are 1,000,000 stateless people in Thailand. There is no exact 
number for those who live in the north, but I believe there are more than 200,000. 
Some stateless people are Thai nationals but since their parents don’t know that 



their children’s births need to be registered at the district level immediately after 
birth, they wait and apply only when their children turn 15, which is too late. It is 
this delay that causes a problem. 
 
Q: What sort of support does Plan Thailand provide to stateless children? 
 
A: We initiated a “law clinic” project targeting stateless children aged 12-18 years 
old as they are able to read and write. Under it, we formed a group of stateless 
youths and educated them about laws and law enforcement and provided them 
with guidelines for individuals without Thai nationality on how to access civil 
registration. 
 
Q: How can the law clinic project help stateless children? 
 
A: The project helps stateless children understand their rights and facilitates both 
the legalisation of the status of stateless children and the registration of 
newborns at birth. Legal status is a key pre-condition for children to enjoy equal 
protection under the law and equal access to government-provided services. We 
have trained 120 youths to be leaders so far and expect to train another 380, 
making a corps of 500 who will pass the training on to those of their friends who 
are also illegal. We hope that the trainees will also be able to help their parents 
apply for Thai citizenship. 
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