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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Planting of the 2013 A season crops is underway 

 Maize, rice and beans prices remain at record high levels 

 Food security situation likely to deteriorate in the coming 
months 

Planting of 2013 A season crops is underway 
The onset of the short rainy season (September-November) was 1-2 
weeks earlier than usual, inducing farmers to start planting the 2013 A 
season crops (which represent about 30-40 percent of total crop 
production). The whole country is forecast to receive average to above 
average rainfall amounts along the season. However, some heavy rains 
may cause floods along riverbanks in some districts of Northern and 
Western provinces. 
 
The 2012 cereal production is estimated at a below average 560 000 
tonnes, about 35 percent less than the good output obtained in 2011. The 
reduction is due to unfavourable weather conditions that affected yields of 
both A and B season crops and to a significant shift in area planted from 
cereals to beans and tubers. 

Prices of main staple foods at record high levels 

In Kigali, since the beginning of the year, wholesale prices of rice have 
remained steady at record high levels. In July/August 2012, rice was 
traded at USD 1 265 per tonne, about 50 percent more than the previous 
year. Beans also reached record high levels in August 2012, at about 
USD 580 per tonne, registering a rise of about 25 percent during the last 
three months. After a steady rising trend since the beginning of the year, 
prices of maize slightly declined in August with the arrival on markets of 
newly harvested 2012 B season crops. 

Food security conditions expected to worsen as the 
main lean season deepen 
The ongoing lean season has increased food insecurity among poorer 
households is expected to continue until the start of the 2013 A season 
harvest in December. Food stocks are quickly running out following the 
below average crop production of 2012 B season harvested last 
June/July, especially in semi-arid agro-pastoral areas, and food prices 
are likely to remain at very high levels, eroding households’ purchasing 
power. 
 
The country, which already hosts about 56 000 Congolese refugees, has 
received between April and August 2012 about 20 000 more people that 
fled from North Kivu region in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The 
new refugees are hosted in the Nkamira Transit Centre and in the 
Kigeme camp, with increasing needs for shelter, water and food. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 


