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HIGHLIGHTS 

 One-third of winter wheat crops harvested as of 
early July 

 Cereal production in 2019 forecast slightly above 
average 

 Bumper exports of wheat forecast in 2019/20 

 Export prices of wheat decreased steeply between 
March and June 2019 

One-third of winter wheat crops harvested as 
of early July 

Harvesting of winter crops, mainly wheat, is ongoing and is 

expected to finalize by mid-August. As of early July, about 

17 million tonnes of wheat had been collected from an area of 

4 million hectares, nearly one-third of the total area sown with 

winter wheat. Weather conditions have been overall favourable 

between November 2018 and April 2019, with adequate snow 

levels and warmer-than-average temperatures during the winter 

that mitigated the risk of frost damage. In May and June, 

however, below-average rain levels and above-average 

temperatures were observed in most parts of the Volga and 

Central federal districts, which, on average, produce about 

40 percent of the total winter wheat output. In these areas, soil 

moisture levels were reported to be below average as of early 

July. 

 

Planting of the spring crops, for harvest in 

August-September 2019, finalized by the end of June, under 

generally favourable weather conditions. 

Cereal production in 2019 forecast slightly 
above average 

The FAO forecast of the 2019 aggregate wheat output (winter 

and spring crops) has been recently revised downwards on 

account of drier and warmer-than-average weather conditions, 

over the last two months, in key producing areas. However, as a 

result of larger-than-average plantings, production is still forecast 

at an above-average level of 76 million tonnes. 

 

By contrast, barley production is forecast at 18.3 million tonnes, 

about 10 percent below the average level, due to a gradual 

decrease in plantings over the last years. Maize output is forecast 

at a near-average level of 13 million tonnes. The 2019 aggregate 
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cereal production is forecast at 117 million tonnes, 3 percent 

above the average level. 

Bumper exports of wheat forecast in 2019/20 

In the 2019/20 marketing year (July/June), aggregate cereal 

exports are forecast at about 47 million tonnes, about 20 percent 

above the five-year average and the second highest volume after 

the 2017 record. Competitive domestic wheat prices, supported 

by the extension of the zero duty policy on wheat exports until 

July 2021 (see FPMA Price Policy), are expected to boost wheat 

exports in the 2019/20 marketing year. As a result, wheat 

shipments, accounting for 80 percent of the total cereal exports, 

are forecast at 37 million tonnes, about 20 percent above the 

average volume. 

 

Barley shipments are foreseen at an above-average level of 

5.2 million tonnes, while maize exports are forecast at 4.4 million 

tonnes, close to the average volume. 

Export prices of wheat decreased steeply 
between March and June 2019 

Export prices of milling wheat peaked in February 2019, due to 
shrinking domestic supplies as a result of the 2018 reduced 
output and large exports in the season. Prices decreased steeply 
between March and June, reaching levels close to or slightly 
below those of a year earlier, pressured downwards by the 
ongoing harvest and the prospects of an above average 
production. 
 
Domestic wholesale prices of wheat grain and wheat flour 
weakened over the last months, but, in June 2019, they were still 
well above their levels a year before. 
 
Retail prices of potatoes, another important food staple, 
increased steeply in June for the third consecutive month, in line 
with seasonal trends. However, they are likely to decrease soon, 
with the harvest of 2019 crops in August/September. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.fao.org/giews/food-prices/food-policies/detail/en/c/1200544/


 

GIEWS global information and early warning system on food and agriculture 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the 
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of 
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 

 
 

 

 


