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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 2011 cereal production recovered strongly reaching bumper 
levels 

 Cereal exports increased significantly during the first six months 
of the 2011/12 marketing year (July/June) 

 Food prices stabilized 

The 2011 cereal production has strongly recovered 
and reached bumper levels 

In 2011 the country’s cereal production recovered after last year’s 
strong drought. Total cereal production is estimated at 91 million 
tonnes, 45 percent above last year’s level. Wheat, barley and maize 
outputs increased by 35, 61 and 115 percent respectively. 
 
Early forecast of the 2012 winter crops is satisfactory. Substantial rains, 
particularly around the Black Sea and in southern regions, improved 
soil moisture and allowed planting to progress. Relatively warm winter 
weather contributed to good growing of winter crops. The area planted 
to winter cereals has increased over 1 million hectares, 8 percent 
higher than last year’s level but still lower than in 2009. 

Cereal exports increased significantly during the 
first six months of the 2011/12 marketing year 
(July/June) 

The country became one of the main exporters of wheat in the previous 
years and exported around 18 million tonnes in the 2009/10 marketing 
year (July/June). However, in last marketing year wheat exports 
decreased to 4 million tonnes because of the significant reduction of the 
2010 production followed by the imposition of a ban on grain export. 
For the current marketing year the export of cereals is forecast at 
around 23 million tonnes including 20 million tonnes of wheat, 2.2 
million tonnes of barley and 1.1 million tonnes of maize.  

Wheat flour and bread prices stable in November  

Wheat flour prices remained relatively stable in November, after 
declining moderately in the previous months due to improved 
availabilities from the good 2011 harvest. Prices were 7 percent below 
the record highs reached in April 2011 and close to their levels at the 
same month a year earlier. Despite the declines of wheat flour 
quotations, bread prices in November were still at high levels and 12 
percent higher than a year earlier. Prices of potatoes, a major staple in 
the country, dropped significantly since August with the 2011 harvest 
and were nearly 30 percent below their levels in November 2010. 
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