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HIGHLIGHTS 

• At least nine people have died – five in Mozambique 
and four in the Comoros - and more have been 
injured, following the passage of Tropical Cyclone 
Kenneth. 

• In Mozambique, Ibo, Macomia and Quissanga 
districts were hardest-hit by the cyclone’s path. 

• Heavy rains that began overnight from 27 to 28 April 
led to flash and riverine floods in Pemba and 
surrounding areas in Mozambique, including Mieze. 

• In the Comoros, the electricity grid has been 
damaged, leaving the majority of the island nations’ 
inhabitants without power. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Tropical Cyclone Kenneth, which impacted the Comoros on 24 April and made landfall on 25 April, has caused death and 
destruction in both countries. In the Comoros, four fatalities have been reported on Grande Comore Island, some 182 
people were injured, and 41,161 people were affected of which 14,541 are displaced, according to government figures. In 
Mozambique, at least 5 people were killed and 11 injured. At least 23,760 people were sheltering in 39 accommodation 
centres across 8 districts, as of 27 April 2019.  

Entire villages within the storm’s path were impacted. In the Comoros, more than 10,800 houses were destroyed, 
including 3,818 completely destroyed and 7,013 houses partially destroyed. The cyclone also caused significant crop 
loss, with an estimated 63 per cent of food crops, 35 per cent of cash crops and 34 per cent of fruit trees destroyed. There 
was also significant loss of livestock, with at least 628 cattle, 222 sheep and 770 goats killed. Schools and many water 
tanks were reportedly damaged. The electricity grid is destroyed throughout the country, leaving the majority of people 
without power and impacting access to health care. On Grande Comore, displaced people have reportedly moved in with 
host families. 

In Mozambique, more than 35,100 houses had been recorded as totally destroyed (3,805) or partially destroyed (31,305), 
according to the National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC). Ibo, Macomia and Quissanga districts in Cabo 
Delgado were particularly hard-hit, according to a rapid aerial assessment. Islands in Ibo district suffered extensive 
damages, with nearly all homes on Matemo island destroyed. On the mainland, Mucojo town in Macomia district, 
sustained significant damage. Electricity on Ibo island was cut off and phone communications severed for most of the 
island’s inhabitants. Five health facilities have so far been recorded as damaged and the maternity ward in the Macomia 
Hospital sustained significant damages. At least 75 classrooms have been destroyed or damaged, impacting 3,909 
students, according to INGC. Cyclone Kenneth hit Cabo Delgado during the main harvest season. This area of 
Mozambique does not have a second annual crop and the next harvest will only be in April 2020. 

Since making landfall, the Tropical Cyclone Kenneth weather system has “stalled” over Cabo Delgado province in 
Mozambique. On the evening of 27 to 28 April, torrential rains began to fall in and around Pemba, causing flash and 
riverine flooding on 28 April, including in the nearby area of Mieze.  

RESPONSE 

The Comoros  

The Government has identified food assistance and support to agriculture and fisheries sectors as a priority, as this 
accounts for 80 per cent of the rural economy. Other priorities are the clearance of debris, relocation of displaced families, 
restoration of the power grid, ensuring access to health care and epidemic and nutrition monitoring, resumption of school 
activities, financial and material support to the most vulnerable families, and waste management.  
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In Moheli and Anjouan, roads are opening up again after being cleared from debris and fallen trees. Food distribution for 
displaced people is ongoing and the power grid in Moroni is being repaired. The Mitsamihouli hospital is running on a 
generator. Garbage collection in Moroni has resumed. 

Mozambique 

The INGC estimates that 10,000 shelters kits are needed, along with non-food items and 3,000 mosquito nets. The INGC 
is sending 1,000 tents to the affected area from Maputo and humanitarian partners have begun shelter distributions in 
Macomia. The Ministry of Health is compiling a list of medicines, clean delivery kits, trauma kits and more. A truck of 
medical supplies from Beira arrived in Pemba on 28 April. Three obstetrical care tents are scheduled to be shipped from 
Sofala, plus an additional tent to support the coordination of health operations. The Government has urged all people 
sheltering in schools to vacate them as soon as possible and return to their homes or go to accommodation centres. 

As flood waters rose on 28 April, Brazilian search and rescue teams successfully rescued at least 350 people in the 
Natite, Chiguaguare, Mieze, Jozina Machel and Paquitequete neighbourhoods in Pemba.  

Access remains a significant challenge. Multiple areas, including the area north of Macomia, remain cut-off due to the 
heavy rains. Many of the areas impacted by the cyclone and floods are currently only accessible by air. At least two 
bridges have been damaged, according to the INGC.  
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