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HIGHLIGHTS 

• The official death toll has risen above 500 people, 
according to the Government.  

• Eleven Cholera Treatment Centres (CTCs) have been 
established – nine of which are already operational - in 
Beira and other locations; Oral Cholera Vaccination is 
scheduled to commence on 3 April.   

• Nearly 141,000 people were displaced in 161 sites 
across Sofala (116 sites), Manica (27 sites), Zambezia 
(13 sites) Tete (5 sites); of whom more than 7,400 were 
identified as vulnerable, according to the Government.  

 
SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 
As of 30 March, the official death toll had risen to 501 people, 
an increase of eight people since 29 March, according to the 
Government. Nearly 100,000 houses were identified by the 
authorities as totally destroyed (55,095), partially destroyed 
(28,129) or flooded (15,784). These numbers are expected 
to continue to rise in the days ahead as more areas become 
accessible and additional information becomes available.  

An estimated 141,000 displaced people were sheltering in 
161 sites across Sofala (109,700 people), Manica (15,200 
people), Zambezia (13,200 people), Tete (2,650 people) as 
of 30 March, of whom more than 7,400 were identified as 
vulnerable, according to the Government. On 27 March, 
IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) teams visited 32 
accommodation sites in Beira, in coordination with the Government of Mozambique, where more than 22,300 people were 
sheltering, all of whom were displaced from Beira district (Estoril, Esturo and Manga Loforte locations). Twenty-nine of the 
assessed sites were schools, and the remaining three were community centres. In 22 sites, it was reported that damaged 
or destroyed houses were the primary reason preventing people from returning home. The remaining reasons were 
accessibility, basic infrastructure damage, lack of food and no livelihoods.  

The use of schools as shelters for displaced people and the destruction of more than 3,300 classrooms by the floods, 
continues to affect the education of nearly 151,000 students, according to the Government. The Government has advised 
that schools should re-open on Monday, 1 April, and is relocating people currently staying in schools to community centres. 
Humanitarian actors have called for all population movements to be safe, dignified, voluntary and informed. 

There were 246 cases of cholera reported in Beira City (211) and Nhamatanda (35) by 30 March, and 535 cases of diarrhoea 
in Beira City (300), Dondo (200) and Nhamtanda (35). Meanwhile, 276 cases of malaria were reported in Beira City (101), 
Dondo (152) and Nhamtanda (23). There remains a high-risk of spread of both water-borne and vector-borne diseases. 

Water levels continue to recede, but are not yet below medium flood levels, according to analysis. Waters are, however, 
still rising in some minor watercourses in the Cheringoma Plateau (in Gorongosa National Park, Sofala province), the 
Savane, Sangussi and Zambazo, and peaks are forecasted within five days (by 2 April). Waters are also receding slowly in 
the Cuacua River, which flows through the Mopeia District of Zambezia province.  

 
RESPONSE 
 
Operations in Buzi – which was one of the areas hardest-hit by the cyclone and floods - are increasing, with shelter 
equipment airlifted to Buzi and fishing boats/barges used to deploy households kits on 30 March. Some 70 tonnes of food 
has been prepositioned in Buzi and a distribution plan for both food and non-food items (NFI) is being developed.  
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The cholera vaccination campaign, due to start on 3 April, will target Beira, Buzi, Dondo and Nhamatanda districts. Hygiene 
promotion remains a key activity for cholera prevention and health partners have called on all actors to incorporate 
sensitisation campaigns in their different sectors. As of 30 March, eleven cholera treatment centres were planned – nine of 
which were already operational - with a capacity of more than 400 beds.  

The Ministry of Health has reported that it will lead a mosquito net distribution campaign, starting next week. Meanwhile, 
concerns have been raised for people living with chronic illnesses, including people living with HIV/AIDS, whose access to 
drugs has been interrupted by the disruption of normal health services. In Beira, around one in 10 people are reportedly 
HIV positive, according to MSF, which was working in Beira before the cyclone to provide antiretroviral medicines (ARVs) 
for people living with HIV and treatment for patients with advanced HIV. There are currently eight operational Emergency 
Medical Teams (EMTs) in Beira (6), Nhamatanda (1) and Dondo (1). Seven additional EMTs are deploying to Beira, Buzi, 
Nhamatanda and Dondo and two others are mobilizing.  

More than 267,000 people have been reached with food in Sofala and Zambezia provinces. This includes, 10,000 people 
being targeted for wet feeding in Beira City, with partners planning to scale-up to 15,000 people in the coming days. In 
Chimoio, food and NFI distributions for over 9,000 people in Gruja (Buzi district) and Estaquinha (Chibabava district) were 
conducted on 30 March.  

While access to water has been improved compared with the situation some days ago, hygiene and sanitation conditions 
are still poor, according to the WASH Cluster in Beira. At least 11 water treatment plants have been deployed, or are being 
deployed, as part of the response to Cyclone Idai. However, there are inadequate sanitation supplies available. 

As of 30 March, more than 13,000 people had been reached with shelter assistance. New shelter materials have been 
received. However, there are still shortages of some items, according to the Cluster, and distribution capacity remains 
limited. In connection with the Government’s plan to relocate IDPs from schools, five alternative temporary spaces have 
been identified. Associated advocacy and planning are ongoing.  

The Education Cluster is collaborating with government counterparts in assessing and prioritizing schools, based on 
damage and educational needs. Nine child-friendly spaces have been set up; three of which will be used as temporary 
learning spaces, if necessary. Sectoral assessment is still ongoing to identify either the need for school tents or temporary 
covering of school roofs with tarpaulins.  

Prevention of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) is a top priority and partners are reminded that protection is everyone’s 
business. A PSEA taskforce has been established in Maputo, with links to the teams in Beira, and a list of agency PSEA 
focal points is being collated at both national and sub-national levels to enable further discussions on optimizing PSEA 
activities and appropriate reporting and referral of any allegations.  

The Emergency Telecommunications Cluster (ETC) is finalizing improvements to its Internet connectivity service at the 
Emergency Operation Centre (EOC) in Beira airport, which will increase the bandwidth from 8Mbps to 100Mbps. More than 
800 humanitarians are currently registered to access ETC Internet connectivity services in the EOC in Beira airport.  

Community Engagement partners continue to identify ways to increase communication with affected communities. In 
partnership with the Government, First Response Radio has re-established Radio Buzi 104.3 FM, which is the first station 
back on air in that town. Radio Buzi will engage with communities and promote messages on cholera/malaria prevention, 
PSEA and other critical issues. Meanwhile, the ETC’s Services for Communities (S4C) advisor has conducted a technical 
assessment mission with the National Forum of Community Radios in Mozambique (FORCOM) to Radio Aguia and Radio 
Dondo to explore the possibility of rehabilitating them as they were damaged during Cyclone Idai.  

There are currently 100 military assets in-country to support the Cyclone Idai response. The Indian and Portuguese Navy 
left Mozambique on 30 March.  

FUNDING/PLEDGES 

On 27 March, the Government of Japan dispatched the Japan Disaster Relief (JDR) Expert Team and Medical Team to 
Mozambique in response to the damage caused by the recent cyclone. The Japan Disaster Relief (JDR) Expert Team will 
support clinical data management for efficient and effective relief coordination and the Medical Team will provide medical 
assistance. Japan will also provide emergency relief goods through Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). 

For further information, please contact:  

Maputo: Truphosa Anjichi-Kodumbe, OCHA Humanitarian Reporting Officer, Email: anjichi@un.org; Cell +258 850 482 549; WhatsApp  

+254 722 839 182  

Beira:  Saviano Abreu, OCHA Public Information Officer, Email: deabreuisidoro@un.org; Cell: +254 722 513 503 (WhatsApp) 

Nairobi: Guiomar Pau Sole, Head, Communications Unit, OCHA ROSEA, Email: pausole@un.org; Cell: +254 786 633 633  

For more information on the “Mozambique – Cyclone Idai & Floods” response, please visit  
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/mozambique  
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