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HIGHLIGHTS 

• The official death toll stood at 468 people as of 28 March, according to the Government.  

• Nearly 136,000 people were displaced in 159 sites across Sofala (116 sites), Manica (27 sites), Zambezia (11 sites) 
Tete (5 sites); of whom more than 7,400 were identified as vulnerable, according to the Government. 

• WFP’s food pipeline is sufficient to cover 500,000 people, with a possibility of doubling by next week. 

• An additional Cholera Treatment Centre is being established in Beira. 

• There is a two to four-week window for the planting of seeds to provide a winter harvest.  
 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 

As of 28 March, the official death toll from the impact of Cyclone Idai and subsequent floods stood at 468, according to the 
Government. There have been no new cases reported in the last two days. The number of students affected increased by 
more than 8,100 from 27 March, to nearly 99,000 students. More than 3,200 classrooms were destroyed or damaged by 
the floods, while others are being used as accommodation sites. The Government is planning to relocate internally displaced 
persons from schools – with priority given to secondary schools – to other sites, to facilitate the reopening of schools. 

Nearly 136,000 displaced people were sheltering in 159 sites across Sofala (109,700 people), Manica (15,200 people), 
Zambezia (8,000 people), Tete (2,650 people) as of 28 March, of whom more than 7,400 are identified as vulnerable, 
according to the Government. More than 92,300 houses were identified as totally destroyed (51,584), partially destroyed 
(25,944) or flooded (15,784) as of 28 March; an increase of nearly 1,000 since 27 March.  

The risk of water-borne and vector-borne diseases remains a major concern, with reports of rising cases of malaria, in 
addition to cases of cholera and acute watery diarrhoea. Beira and Dondo are both cholera-endemic areas in Mozambique 
and the risk of spread is therefore high. 

More than 5,000 displaced children, women and men from both Malawi and Mozambique who fled their homes due to the 
Cyclone Idai weather system are reportedly sheltering in Bangula Camp in Nsanje district in the southern tip of Malawi. 
Oxfam distributed WASH materials and hygiene kits to more than the 5,000 people at the camp.  

Flood waters continue to decrease, leading to increasing movement of people, including in and around Chimoio. However, 
it will still take some time for the rivers to recede below the medium alert level in most areas. Key areas being monitored 
for potential new flooding are Marromeu, Nhamatanda, Muanza, Mopeia and Maganja da Costa districts in Sofala and 
Zambezia Provinces. In the downstream part of the Pungwe basin, around Beira, river flows have receded below medium 
alert levels and are expected to continue to decrease. However, minor waterways in the Cheringoma Plateau waters are 
reportedly still rising, with peaks forecasted within five days. This region, just north of Beira, has already seen heavy rainfall.  

RESPONSE 
 

The Ministry of Health, with the support of health partners, is setting up an additional Cholera Treatment Centres (CTC) in 
Beira. The 100-bed capacity CTC at Macurungu Health Centre is to be opened this week (28 March). A cholera task force 
led by the Government and partners in health and WASH has been established. The Oral Cholera Vaccine (OCV) is due to 
arrive in-country on 1 April, with vaccination due to take place soon thereafter. The Government has limited storage capacity 
for vaccines and WHO is assisting with the construction of complimentary cold chain storage (pre fab). The Ministry of 
Health with the support of WHO will conduct training of health workers on case management. WHO will also support with 
the production of an epidemiological bulletin and will deploy cholera experts to Beira.  

The National Institute of Communication (ICS) is running social mobilization and risk communication messages on the radio 

to inform communities on basic hygiene matters, as well as prevention and treatment of cholera and other water-borne 

diseases. Dissemination of information to communities, including on cholera, malaria, HIV/Aids and GBV prevention and 

protection, continues daily on Radio Mozambique in Sena and Ndau languages. Radio Pax volunteers visited 40 families 

in Munhava area, Beira district and shared similar information. The team reported that the communities in this area had 
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neither mosquito nets nor water sanitizers for use, while some places were not accessible due to flood waters. Radio Aguia 

reached at least 6,000 people in Mutua locality in Dondo district with health/hygiene promotion messages using the 

motorbike mobile unit. The radio staff will now focus on advocating and leading community cleaning campaigns to promote 

practical hygiene. The teams reported that they encountered many several people who reportedly were infected with 

diarrhoea and malaria. Their key challenge remains fuel for their motorbike and incentives for volunteers to sustain the 

social mobilization activities. 

More than 167,400 people have been reached with food assistance to date, including 10,000 with wet feeding, which has 
started in Beira city. Wherever possible, full food rations are being provided. Otherwise, distribution of High Energy Biscuits 
continues, including in Manica, Tete and Sofala provinces. WFP and partners delivered 30 tonnes of food to Estaquinha in 
Sofala province, along with NFIs. Another 30 tonnes of food was sent to Grudja, in Buzi District of Sofala, where agencies 
recorded an urgent need for cooking utensils, clothes and shoes. The agency is assessing an area 8 kilometres north of 
Nhamatanda, where some 8,000 people reportedly require assistance. In Matarara, partners undertaking a rapid 
assessment provided medical assistance to isolated communities between Luciti and Buzi rivers and will distribute food 
rations for the next three weeks. WFP has informed that its current pipeline is sufficient to cover food for 500,000 people 
and that this is likely to double by next week. Partners have therefore been asked to stop bringing further food. Meanwhile, 
there are some challenges to the provision of wet meals in Beira due to cholera cases and acute watery diarrhoea. 

There is reportedly a two to four-week window for seeds to be planted to produce a winter harvest, and food security 
partners are working to get good quality seeds distributed. The Food Security Cluster shared guidance for seed distribution 
and developed Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for food distribution, to help improve coordination among cluster 
members and food distribution on the ground. The Guidelines stipulate, inter alia, that:  

(i) partners must work through national and sub-national structures to ensure that seeds are going where they 

are needed/fitting;  

(ii) ensure use of certified seeds of quality;  

(iii) certified seeds can be procured from registered providers (list to be shared by email); and  

(iv) partners to avoid distribution in centers, where seeds could be consumed. Maize seeds must be short cycle 

and open pollination varieties.  

The affected population will need sustained support until they can get back on their feet – in the case of subsistence farmers, 
until the next main harvest in mid-2020. 

The Logistics Cluster members continues to liaise with partners on the ground to consolidate pipelines in order to avoid 
logistics bottlenecks and plan an adequate response. This information is particularly important for Beira airport, where 
increased information sharing will help ease congestion. Some 96 air assets (both military and civil) are reportedly available 
in Beira airport ready for use, while the road access continues to open-up, according to WFP. Mussorize remains difficult 
to access without a helicopter. Lack of JET A1 in Chimoio remains a constraint, although some helicopter companies are 
using filtered paraffin as an alternative.  

Emergency Telecommunications partners (ETC) (ITU, Ericsson Response, emergency.lu and Télécoms Sans Frontières) 

are providing vital communications equipment and have set-up connectivity services at Beira airport. A total of 284 

humanitarians in Beira are accessing ETC Internet connectivity services to support emergency response activities. An ETC 

team is setting up internet connectivity for the humanitarian response based in Chimoio. Wifi has been established in 

Mutarara and voice/WiFi has been established in Buzi, with a WiFi hotspot near the Mayor’s office. 

Team Rubicon, a veteran-led global disaster response organization in North America is launching a mobile medical aid 
operation in Dondo District to provide support to residents impacted by Cyclone Idai. Working in conjunction with local, 
provincial, and national authorities, the team is providing mobile medical services to affected communities, including triage, 
clinical care, and basic laboratory and pharmacy capabilities. 

INGC-endorsed rapid assessment forms in Portuguese and English, alongside instructions for how to take a GPS 
coordinate using a mobile phone, have been circulated among partners in Chimoio to support a more structured and 
consistent approach to assessments in the affected areas. In Beira City, a rapid assessment is planned for 29 to 30 March. 
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FUNDING/PLEDGES 

On 27 March, France sent its second plane with humanitarian aid to Mozambique with 65 tonnes of supplies, including 
tents, torches, solar panels, tablets to purify water, raincoats, medical kits, shelter and hygiene facilities and orthopaedic 
material. A plane chartered by the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs’ Crisis and Support Center (CDCS) left France 
under the country’s “Humanitarian Action France” in collaboration with non-governmental organisations and foundations of 
partner companies, according to the Embassy in Lisbon.   

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Maputo: Truphosa Anjichi-Kodumbe, OCHA Humanitarian Reporting Officer, Email: anjichi@un.org; Cell +258 850 482 549; WhatsApp  

+254 722 839 182  

Beira:  Saviano Abreu, OCHA Public Information Officer, Email: deabreuisidoro@un.org; Cell: +254 722 513 503 (WhatsApp) 

Nairobi: Guiomar Pau Sole, Head, Communications Unit, OCHA ROSEA, Email: pausole@un.org; Cell: +254 786 633 633  

For more information on the “Mozambique – Cyclone Idai & Floods” response, please visit  
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/mozambique  
 
To be added or deleted from this Flash Update mailing list, please e-mail: anjichi@un.org  
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