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HIGHLIGHTS 

• The Government of Mozambique has formally requested international assistance.  

• The official death toll has risen to at least 242 people, according to the Government. 

• At least 65,000 people are sheltering in more than 100 collective sites across Sofala (73 sites), Manica (18), 
Zambezia (10) and Tete (4); the majority are staying in schools and churches. 

• Nearly 11,400 houses have been completely destroyed and crop losses are extensive. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

The Government of Mozambique has issued a Note Verbale formally requesting international assistance, including for all 
elements of the humanitarian response – food, shelter, education, health and non-food items, as well as logistical support, 
including air assets, boats and communications. 

At least 242 people have died and more than 1,400 have been injured in the aftermath of the Cyclone Idai weather system, 
according to the Government. The death toll is expected to continue to rise in the days ahead. Health and education facilities 
have suffered significant damage, with more than 2,800 classrooms and 39 health centres impacted by the cyclone and 
floods. More than 17,400 houses have been totally destroyed (11,025), partially destroyed (4,363) or flooded (2,056), 
according to government reports. In addition, more than 385,300 hectares of crops have been damaged, which will impact 
food security in the months ahead, particularly as the losses coincide with the annual harvest period.  

On 20 March, a multi-agency rapid needs assessment was conducted in Dondo District. People whose houses have been 
destroyed are accommodated in 28 reception centers (seven in Mafambisse, three in Mutua and 18 in Dondo), established 
in schools, according to local authorities. People in the centres expressed the intention to return home as soon as possible 
and requested to be supported with shelter material to rebuild their homes. The local authorities requested additional drug 
stocks, as health centres are reportedly running low. Health partners are concerned about the increased risk of respiratory 
infections and malaria cases, while acute watery diarrhea was also reported. Protection partners have highlighted the urgent 
need to separate sleeping arrangements in the reception centres, as different families are sleeping together, and this 
heightens the risk of gender-based violence. The teams observed many young children (below the age of 5 years).  

In Beira City, food prices have reportedly risen by about 300 per cent, with long queues observed for staples such as bread 
and fuel. Communication is slowly being restored with some towers and infrastructure fixed; providing data and voice access 
in some parts of the city. A communication centre has been established to ensure families can contact their relatives who 
were displaced or relocated during the floods. Beira remains only accessible by air and sea. The Caia-Beira road is not 
passable, and the Maputo-Beira road is not passable in Nhamatanda, as the road has been washed away at three points 
due to the broken dam. The city remains without electricity, while telephone and internet communication is intermittent. 
Sanitation and hygiene remain a concern, particularly in the reception centres, where cases of open defecation and poor 
use of limited facilities have been reported. Access to clean drinking water remains a challenge in all affected locations. 
Health partners have reported an increase in diarrhea cases and warned of the high risk of disease outbreaks, including 
cholera, malaria and respiratory infections.  

Buzi District remains mostly submerged, although flood waters have began to recede in recent days. Many people from 
Buzi have been relocated through search and rescue to other areas. Access to safe drinking water is a top priority for 
rescued people as many of them are reportedly dehydrated after spending more than three days without food or water.  

RESPONSE 

The Government has established a temporary medical centre at the port in Beira to be supported by health teams, including 
doctors from South Africa. The authorities are activating mobile medical teams for Sofala, with five doctors deployed to 
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each of Buzi, Guara Guara and Lamtana. On 19 March, WFP, in collaboration with INGC, facilitated the opening of reception 
centres for people evacuated from Buzi who are staying in Beira, Casa dos Bicos and Inahina. The South African and Indian 
Navy are evacuating people directly to the airport for further transfer to the centres. The Indian Navy is also setting up 
medical camps and providing food, water, blankets, and other necessary relief items, as required by the local authorities. 
Several people with disabilities have also been rescued, including people injured by flying metal sheets from roofs during 
the cyclone. 

Access to clean water remains a challenge and WASH partners have warned that there are currently around two or three 
reserves of treated water available in Beira city (500,000 population). On 20 March, a vessel carrying seven generators 
arrived in Beira, with more generators expected from Maputo this week, according to WFP. The generators have been put 
to use to reestablish water supply in and around Beira. The WASH Cluster is planning the distribution of a cleaning kit for 
communal/environmental cleaning in each of the reception centres.   

Food Security partners have distributed more than 41,000MT of corn soya blend (CSB) in Dondo and Beira districts. This 
comes in addition to the 4.2 MT of high energy biscuits and water bottles that WFP and partners airdropped into flooded 
areas for stranded populations in the Buzi district. WFP is also supporting INGC with food distributions in Zambezia 
province, targeting 10,000 people in accommodation centres.  

The Government and aid workers continue to face significant logistical constraints in accessing affected people, including 
as a result of roads being cut by the flooding. 

FUNDING/PLEDGES 

The Tanzanian Air Force arrived on 20 March with an aid package. On 20 March, the African Union (AU) announced an 
immediate support of US$350,000 to support response efforts by the Governments of Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe 
and the Southern African Development Community (SADC). Mozambique will receive 43 per cent ($150,000) of the AU 
emergency funds.  

The European Union has, in addition to an aid package of €2 million (US$2.28 million), deployed technical experts to the 
affected areas and activated the Copernicus satellite system to support humanitarian partners and the local authorities with 
needs assessment and response. The EU funding will be used to provide logistical support to reach affected people, 
emergency shelter, hygiene, sanitation and healthcare. 

The Emirate Red Crescent (ERC) has announced that it will provide AED18.3 million (US$5 million) in emergency aid to 
Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe. The relief aid consists of food supplies and food supplements for children, medical and 
medicinal supplies, as well as shelter supplies to assist 600,000 individuals across the three countries. An ERC delegation 
will reportedly carry out field inspection visits to further assess the on-the-ground situation for purposes of planning further 
assistance plans. 
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