
 
 
 

 United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)  
www.unocha.org/rosea | Twitter: @UNOCHA_ROSEA 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Tropical Cyclone Idai made landfall during the night of 14 to 15 
March 2019. 

• Electricity and communications have been cut in Beira, 
Mozambique’s fourth largest city. 

• An assessment team, led by the Director of the National Disaster 
Management Institute (INGC), is en route to Beira. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Tropical Cyclone Idai made landfall during the night of 14 to 15 March 
2019 near Beira City, Sofala Province, in central Mozambique. The 
cyclone brought torrential rains and winds to Sofala, Zambezia, 
Manica and Inhambane provinces. 

Beira and other districts of Sofala province are facing power and 
communication outages, according to initial reports from the National 
Institute of Meteorology (INAM) and Directorate of Analysis and 
Weather Forecast (DAPT). Several villages have been cut off from the 
mainland by tidal surge, according to media reports. 

The full extent of the damage caused by Cyclone Idai’s landfall is not 
yet known. However, preliminary information indicates that destruction 
and interruption of services are highly likely, including: 1) damage to schools and health facilities, including materials and 
supplies; 2) damages to crops, including about 168,000 hectares of crops already impacted by flooding in early March, 
which will undermine food security and nutrition, including amongst the most vulnerable people already affected by the 
earlier floods and drought; 3) water supply destruction and interruption due to heavy winds and floods; 4) heightened risk 
of water borne diseases due to damage to sanitation facilities and prevalence of unsafe water; 5) destruction of houses 
and loss of non-food items; and 6) heightened protection risks, particularly for women and children, including increased 
risk of gender-based violence and possible displacement. 

The cyclone is expected to be weakening, and winds to reduce from 140 km/h to at least 70 km/h by the afternoon of 15 
March and continue its movement towards Manica province as a Tropical Depression.  

RESPONSE  

An inter-agency team, led by the INGC Director, is moving towards Beira to assess the situation and is expected to arrive 
in the evening of 15 March.    

The UN and humanitarian partners in Mozambique have appealed for US$40.8 million to provide critical emergency relief 
to 400,000 people who are estimated to be affected by Tropical Cyclone Idai, based on projections of people living in the 
Cyclone’s path. 

In order to kick-start the emergency response, the UN and NGOs have prioritized the most time-critical life-saving 
activities in the education, health, WASH, food security, protection and nutrition sectors. Several organizations have 
deployed staff from Headquarters and the region to support the in-country response. The logistics sector has been 
activated and will provide one helicopter for an initial period of four weeks to reach inaccessible areas with life-saving 
assistance. The cluster is also facilitating storage space and road transport between Maputo, Biera, Nampula to Caia or 
Quelimane. WFP has transported 20 tonnes of high energy biscuits, which are due to arrive in country imminently.  
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