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Flash Update #3 
Cyclone Sagar aftermath in Djibouti | 24 May 2018 	  

Highlights 
• Response to floods caused by Cyclone Sagar is underway, under Government leadership.  

• Although floodwaters are subsiding, they continue to affect several areas of Djibouti City. 

• An additional storm system is forming in the Gulf of Aden, but will not affect Djibouti. 

Situation Overview 
Four days after Cyclone Sagar brought 
torrential rains on 19-20 May, 
floodwaters continue to affect several 
areas of Djibouti City. About 50 per cent 
of Djibouti town appeared to be severely 
affected by flash floods and heavy rains 
as of 20 May, according to satellite 
imagery analyzed by UNOSAT. 
However, as of 23 May, floodwaters 
were already receding. 

The areas of Ambouli, Attar, Damerjog 
and Douda of Djibouti City have been 
severely affected, according to rapid 
assessments by the government. In 
Ambouli, makeshift shelters were 
damaged or destroyed, and an 
assessment on the number of affected 
households and the extent of damages 
is ongoing. Across the most affected 
areas, over 100 vegetable and fruit plots 
are estimated to have been directly hit 
by the floods, affecting the livelihoods of 
over 500 people, including migrant 
workers.  

Assessments of urban refugee 
populations have been completed in 
Djibouti City. Initial reports indicate that, 
while only a limited number of refugee 
shelters were affected, food and basic 
household items remain a critical 
concern, especially for those living in 
temporary shelters. Refugee villages in 
Ali Sabieh and Obock provinces have 
recorded limited damage and UNHCR is 
working with the Office for National Assistance to Refugees and Affected People (ONARS) to assist 
those who have been affected. 

The risk of water-borne, such as acute watery diarrhoea and cholera, and vector-borne diseases, 
including malaria, remains high due to the presence of stagnant water. Initial reports from the Ministry 
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of Environment indicate that there may have been environmental impacts from the flooding, including 
damage to fisheries. 

An additional storm system is forming in the Gulf of Aden. Although the currently trajectory of the 
storm indicates that it will not directly hit Djibouti, further rains could be possible over the weekend 
and would directly impact those already affected by the floods and in need of humanitarian 
assistance.  

More on UNOSAT floods rapid assessment: http://www.unitar.org/unosat/node/44/2809 

Humanitarian Response  
The Ministry of Interior and fire fighters continue to prioritize the most affected areas for drainage of 
floodwaters, in order to enable people to return home. Efforts are ongoing to remove the water from 
community development centres (CDCs), as these are key distribution points for humanitarian 
assistance. However, the procurement of large pumps (100m3) and other equipment is still required. 

UNICEF has provided pumps to support water clearance from schools; all 16 affected schools have 
been cleared of floodwater. The Djibouti Armed Forces are helping with cleaning up access routes 
and the school facilities. Exams for 135,000 students, which were postponed due to the flooding, are 
scheduled to take place on 27 May.   

The State Secretariat of Social Affairs (SEAS) is leading the coordination of the distribution of relief 
items to affected families. Under the coordination of SEAS, WFP and UNICEF will distribute food 
vouchers and non-food items to 2,000 vulnerable households. UNICEF and the Red Crescent will 
start distribution of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) items, and conduct hygiene promotion 
activities to reduce the risk of water-borne diseases. IOM has provided 50 hygiene kits to ONARS and 
will be procuring more kits, tents and pumps to support the response. WHO is ready to support the 
Government, if required, with available stocks of essential drugs, cholera and malaria kits, and 
insecticide materials for vector control. Distribution of mosquito nets may be needed to mitigate 
against the risk of malaria.   

The Japanese Government and Self-Defence Forces based in Djibouti donated non-food items, 
including 200 bags of washing powder, 300 tents, 1,200 blankets, 1,200 sleeping pads and 320 
portable jerry cans. UNICEF and Caritas are providing assistance to some 200 street children. 

In Damerjog, the ONARS is distributing food to 650 families and UNICEF has completed a distribution 
of water purification tablets. UNDP is supporting cash for work programmes, including the 
construction of latrines and shelters for affected households. NRC is constructing 60 latrines in the 
same location.  

The United Nations, through the Resident Coordinator, continues to support the Government in 
emergency response and recovery efforts. OCHA, FAO and UNOPS staff are supporting 
coordination. UNOSAT has activated its rapid mapping service and flood analysis using satellite 
imagery. A government-led inter-agency rapid assessment in affected districts is ongoing with the 
authorities to gather further information on the impacts of the storm and current needs. OCHA has 
approved an emergency grant of US$100,000 to kick-start the humanitarian response. 

The next Flash Update will be issued as required, as soon as more information is available. 	  


