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Highlights 
• 271,000 people have now been displaced by floods, with the death toll rising to 118.  
• The number of people displaced is expected to increase to 280,000 by 14 May, as the Kenya 

Meteorological Department has warned that more heavy rain is expected. 
• Eight temporary humanitarian coordination hubs have been reactivated to support the flood 

response.  

Situation Overview 
More than 50,680 households (an 
estimated 271,000 people) have 
been displaced by floods across 
Kenya, according to the Kenya 
Red Cross Society (KRCS), and 
this figure is expected to increase 
to 280,000 by 14 May, based on 
projections of continued rainfall in 
flood-prone areas.  

At least 32 counties have been 
affected by the floods. In the 
worst-affected county, Tana 
River, a Kenya Inter-Agency 
Rapid Assessment (KIRA), 
completed on 18 April, found that 
117 villages had been affected: 53 
in Tana Delta; 16 in Tana North; 
and 38 in Tana River Sub County. 
Out of 12,809 directly affected 
households covered by the KIRA, 
11,950 are staying in camps or 
open areas, while 859 have 
sought shelter with host families 
and communities. Since the 
report, displacement in Tana 
River increased further. However, 
many areas remain inaccessible making it difficult to determine the exact number of people affected. 

Heavy rains continue to cause significant damage to school infrastructure in flood-affected counties, 
including destruction of teaching and learning materials, flooded/marooned classrooms, sunken/collapsed 
latrines and loss of food stocks for school meals. More than 280 schools have been affected or damaged 
by flooding, including in Tana River (71), Kisumu (68), Garissa (48), Wajir (42), Siaya (22), Homabay (15), 
Migori (13), Nyamira (5), Isiolo (3), Mandera (3) and Kisii (3) counties. In Tana River county alone, about 
49 primary and secondary schools have either been submerged or completely cut off. There are growing 
concerns regarding school children being potentially exposed to cholera due to contamination of water 
sources, including due to overflowing sewers near urban schools.  
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Access to healthcare has been significantly hampered by the floods, with many facilities damaged or cut-
off due to damage to, and submersion of, roads. In Tana River county, most of the health facilities have 
been marooned, making it impossible for communities to access healthcare services, especially in Tana 
North and Tana Delta Sub Counties. The possible spread of communicable diseases, particularly cholera, 
remains a major concern, with people displaced by the floods practicing open defecation due to damage to 
and/or inaccessibility of latrines and drinking contaminated water.  

Livelihoods continue to be impacted by the floods. In Tana River, the KIRA found that 9,539 acres of crops 
have been destroyed, while major markets and towns have been cut off. In Moyale, the KIRA found that 
the main sources of livelihoods – selling firewood, milk and livestock - have been affected. 

Humanitarian Response 
In locations where flooding remains an immediate threat, such as Tana River, evacuations and settlement 
of internally displaced persons (IDPs) to higher grounds is underway by County Disaster Response teams, 
comprised of the national government, county government, KRCS and other partners. 

The KRCS is focusing its response on the 15 most affected counties, including 10 counties that were 
previously affected by drought. In partnership with other humanitarian actors, the KRCS has so far assisted 
15,069 households (at least 75,300 people) with non-food items (NFIs), including NFI kits for 4,887 
households (more than 24,400 people) provided by UNICEF. World Vision has supported 1,750 households 
with shelter and NFIs in Kilifi, Tana River, Kisumu, Homabay, Baringo, Turkana and Taita Taveta.  

UNICEF has supported the immediate WASH response for 11,980 households (approximately 59,900 
people), including 19,600 children, in 10 counties: Turkana (1,800 households), Isiolo (1,680 households), 
Garissa (1,500 households), Tana River (1,000 households), Kisumu, Siaya, Busia, Homabay, Migori and 
Kakamega (6,000 households). Some 900 children affected by floods in Tana River, Isiolo, Turkana, 
Samburu and Mandera also received dignity kits and woven mats with UNICEF support. 12,000 women, 
girls, boys, and men have benefitted from UNICEF health supplies in Turkana, Tana River, Isiolo and West 
Pokot counties. 

Joint rapid assessments have been completed in Tana River, Moyale and Kilifi counties and are ongoing 
in various other flood-affected counties. However, some areas remain inaccessible due to damage to roads 
or roads rendered impassable by floods/rains, including in Tana River, Mandera, Wajir, Kilifi and Isiolo. 
Completed KIRA assessments are being uploaded at this link. 

The national Education in Emergencies (EiE) Working Group, jointly with the Ministry of Education (MoE) 
and with support from UNICEF, is carrying out a mobile-based rapid survey in all counties to determine the 
number of schools and estimated population of children and teachers affected by the floods. The survey 
was launched on 7 May and the report is expected to be available by 15 May.  

Eight temporary sub-national humanitarian coordination hubs have been reactivated to facilitate inter-
agency coordination meetings, support front line responders and facilitate timely flow of information on the 
impact of floods and critical issues and gaps.   

The next Flash Update will be issued as required, as soon as more information is available.  
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