
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org/rosea | Twitter: @UNOCHA_ROSEA 

Highlights 
• Floods have displaced more than 244,400 people and reportedly killed 80. 

• The highest displaced populations are reported in Tana River, Turkana, Mandera and Kilifi 
counties. 

• The heavy rains and floods have compounded the ongoing cholera outbreak and chikungunya 
epidemic and are increasing the risks of a large scale outbreak. 

• Several parts of Western and Central Kenya are likely to experience above-normal rainfall during 
the month of May. 

 

Situation Overview 
Floods have now displaced at least 244,407 

people (45,219 households) people across 

Kenya, including more than 23,000 displaced 

over the last week, as several parts of the 

country continue to receive heavy rainfall. The 

death toll has risen to 80 people, and 33 have 

been injured, according to the Kenya Red Cross 

Society (KRCS) search and rescue team. The 

highest displaced populations are reported in 

Tana River, Turkana, Mandera and Kilifi 

counties. In Nandi county, 243 households were 

displaced following a mudslide. 

Floods and heavy rain have damaged 

infrastructure, preventing or limiting 

humanitarian access to many of the affected 

areas and cutting off people’s access to markets 

in multiple locations. In Wajir, Isiolo, Mandera, 

Marsabit, Tana River and Garissa counties, 

transportation of humanitarian supplies has been 

hampered due to roads being cut off. In the North 

Eastern counties, access to the most vulnerable 

communities in rural areas continues to be a 

challenge due to impassable roads. Education and health facilities have also been impacted, with at least 

29 schools and 33 health facilities inaccessible according to the KRCS.  

Extensive damages and losses have been reported to agricultural fields and livestock, with at least 21,741 

acres of farmland destroyed and an estimated 19,223 livestock losses reported, according to the KRCS.    

According to the Kenya Meteorological Department, the climate outlook for May 2018 indicates that several 

parts of Western and Central Kenya are likely to experience above-normal rainfall, while the remaining 

areas are likely to receive near-average rainfall. There are concerns that people who were displaced by the 

floods and have since returned home might be affected by further flash floods if rainfall continues, 

particularly in Western counties. 
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Humanitarian impact and needs 
Health needs are reported to be on the rise. The heavy rains and floods have compounded the ongoing 

cholera outbreak and chikungunya epidemic and increased the risk of these diseases spreading. Since the 

beginning of 2018, cholera has been reported in fifteen counties in Kenya, with five counties still having 

active cholera transmission. A total of 2,943 cholera cases, including 55 deaths (Case Fatality Rate (CFR) 

1.9%), had been reported by the end of April. Historically, flooding has exacerbated cholera outbreaks and 

heightened the risk of vector borne diseases, including malaria, chikungunya and dengue fever. In addition 

the Ministry of Health has reported circulation of polio virus, and the planned measles vaccination campaign 

in Wajir, Mandera and Garissa might be impacted due to access issues caused by the floods.  

Heavy rains and floods are causing water levels to rise and increasing sanitation concerns in affected 

communities. There are reports of pit latrines overflowing and of people facing challenges accessing 

sanitation facilities. Nutrition needs are currently stable. However, given the potential exacerbation of 

disease outbreaks and increased water and sanitation concerns (WASH), nutrition partners are closely 

monitoring the situation and prepositioning supplies in affected counties to ensure continuity of services.  

Food shortages are reported amongst the displaced population, despite government support to affected 

households. Livelihood needs are expected to rise due to damages to farmland and livestock losses. The 

impact of the floods has compounded livelihoods shocks caused by two consecutive years of severe 

drought and may increase vulnerability in the most affected communities, particularly in Kilifi, Taita Taveta, 

Turkana, Mandera, Wajir, Marsabit, Isiolo and Garissa counties.  

Emergency shelter and non-food items (NFIs) needs are expected to rise in many areas as the displaced 

population increases. Initial reports indicate that displaced school aged children in flood-affected areas are 

facing challenges accessing education. Displacement has heightened protection risks for women and girls, 

particularly due to the absence of appropriate WASH facilities. 

Humanitarian Response 
Activities are underway to counteract WASH and health concerns. KRCS has sent chlorine granules and 

aluminium sulphate to assist affected communities in Tana River to purify water, while 32,000 aqua tabs 

and 30,000 PUR tablets have been dispatched to support water purification in affected areas of Kilifi County. 

Public Health Officers from county governments are supporting hygiene promotion in Tana North and 

Garissa. UNICEF has provided 16,666 jerry cans, 224,000 aqua tabs, 15,859 pieces of soap and 5,000 

buckets to counties and KRCS for the initial response. UNICEF has also provided health supplies, including 

10 interagency health kits, 452 long-lasting insecticidal nets (LLINs) and assorted UNICEF health supplies, 

including for management of cholera, for the response. 

KRCS and UNICEF have distributed emergency NFI kits to 13,040 households and distribution is ongoing 

in Tana, Homabay North and about to be completed in Nakuru. NFIs have also been dispatched to Isiolo 

(750 kits), Moyale (250 kits), Taita Taveta (250 kits), Kilifi (500 kits) and Lodwar (500 kits) by KRCS. There 

continues to be high demand for NFIs, WASH and shelter materials, with requests for assistance from 

County departments and partners being received through UNICEF zonal offices. Procurement plans for 

additional supplies are in place and resource mobilization is ongoing. 

In Marsabit, Kajiado and Homabay counties the government has airlifted food to reach families in 

inaccessible areas.  

The Kenya Humanitarian Partnership Team (KHPT) will meet on 3 May to review the situation and decide 

on operational response priorities in support of the government and KRCS.   

The next Flash Update will be issued as required, as soon as more information is available.  
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