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Introduction
A prominent feature of the post-Cold War
Africa has been the upsurge of conflicts
resulting in the colossal loss of lives,
immeasurable suffering, human rights abuses,
massive refugee outflows and disruption of the
political and socio-economic lives of the
people. The chronic and sometimes chaotic
nature of African conflicts makes it a
tiresome topic.1 Indeed, any discourse of
conflict or civil unrest in Africa has become
a Sisyphean dilemma.

This paper explores intra-national youth
conflicts or the role of the youth in local
conflicts across West Africa. In particular, the
paper examines the activities of youth-led
ethnic militias in Nigeria, and child soldiers in
Sierra Leone. The paper also draws from
relevant experiences in Uganda and Kenya
where the youth and especially children have
been actively involved in conflict,  often
becoming its worst victims. Of particular
significance are the negatives impacts of
conflicts on children in northern Uganda and
Kenya where the controversial religious group,
the Mungiki, has frequently terrorized
communities across the country.

 Conflict in whatever form is often an
uncomfortable and energy-consuming

experience. Nevertheless, social conflict may
lead to the positive or negative transformation
of society. For Mayer (2000, pp4-6) “conflict is
emotional reaction to a situation or interaction
that signals disagreement of some kind. The
emotion felt might be fear, sadness,
bitterness, anger or hopelessness.” It may
suffice to say that conflict can be very
destructive if not faced and dealt with in the
most constructive manner. Usually, at the base
of many conflicts or civil unrests is social
injustice or at least a perceived notion of
inequity. Experiences in many parts of Africa,
however, show that sometimes conflicts may
emerge out of selfish individual or group
interests. Not surprisingly, the term “conflict
entrepreneurs” has gained a considerable
amount of currency in Nigeria where there has
been a rising tide of intra-communal clashes
during the past two decades. The current
challenges to African governments and all
stakeholders include improving the living
conditions of the people and curbing youth
restiveness.

Youth and the Impact of Conflict
A typology of intra–national youth conflicts in
Africa shows that they can be categorized
under the following broad issues: firstly,
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conflict may be a product of ethnic
competition for control of state resources.
Secondly, conflict may arise as a result of
fundamental religious opposition to secular
authority, and thirdly, conflict may emerge out
of state degeneration or collapse.2

Youth restiveness in the Niger Delta region
in Nigeria, for instance, has been a complex
mix of state degeneration and the struggle for
resource control. The last four decades which
followed the discovery of oil in Nigeria have
witnessed the relentless exploitation of natural
resources with little attention paid to
environmental degradation or due
compensation. Environmentalists are generally
agreed that “every known law on
environmental safety has been violated in this
region.” Today there are at least 150 gas-
flaring sites in the Niger Delta region of
Nigeria. Consequently, while the average rate
of gas flaring in oil-producing areas of the
world is approximately 4%, in the Niger Delta
of Nigeria it amounts to 70%. In addition,
there is an average of a weekly oil spillage
caused by obsolete pipelines and vandalization
by restive youth. These negative developments
have led to the degradation of the natural
environment3 and colossal loss of human lives4

and property.
The general loss of livelihoods from oil

pollution and high unemployment rates in the
Niger Delta has given rise to general anger and
youth restiveness aimed at seeking redress for
over four decades of neglect and deprivation
by state agencies and their international
accomplices, the multinational oil companies.
Although the Nigerian government is believed
to have reaped over US$ 350 billion dollars
from over four decades of oil exploration and
production in the region, this has not
translated into any meaningful improvement in
the livelihoods of the people. Over 70% of the
people are in abject poverty, living below
US$ 1 dollar a day. The absence of basic

infrastructure including electricity, water,
health and education in the communities is in
sharp contrast to life in near-by flow stations
of oil companies where all these facilities and
other  attributes of the good life abound.5

There is also a deliberate refusal by the oil
companies to honor their obligation to
communities6 as are often contained in various
agreements voluntarily signed with host
communities.

 As in Nigeria, youth-led conflicts
developed in Sierra Leone and Uganda as a
response to state degeneration.7 In all these
countries, state institutions have been
weakened by decades of “corrupt predatory
governments and elite functionalism”. In Sierra
Leone, the high incidence of corruption and
mismanagement in the diamond sector was
among the key reasons that precipitated the
civil war. Besides internal factors, the brutal
civil war in Liberia has had a spill-over effect
on Sierra Leone. Indeed, Charles Taylor, the
former president of Liberia, became the key
player and sponsor of Revolutionary United
Front (RUF) rebels who wanted to gain control
of the diamond mining fields. Not surprisingly,
the first rebel attacks into the eastern
Kailahun district of Sierra Leone were
launched from Liberia. Thereafter, Sierra
Leone became the epicenter of conflict for
several years (Morris, 2003). Like most African
conflicts, the majority of the fighters and key
actors in the civil war were young people and
children. As the war progressed, banditry,
abductions, rape, murder, and horrendous
mutilations of civilians became the order of
the day.  Diamonds were the fuel for conflict
in Sierra Leone as has been the case with oil
in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria.

In Kenya, the collapse of state
institutions, fundamental religious opposition
to secular authority, and ethnic sentiments,
led to the emergence of a controversial
religious sect called the Munkigi in 1988. The
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rising tide of unemployment and frustration
amongst the Kenyan youth provided a fertile
breeding ground for the recruitment of its
members. Kenya’s largest ethnic group, the
Kikuyu, provided the largest membership to
John Maina Njenga’s Mungiki group.8 Since
its formative years, the sect has left a trail
of blood in its rejection of the trappings of
Western culture. The banning of the Mungiki
by the Kenyan government turned it into a
secret cult with even more deleterious
consequences. Children and women have
largely been the targets of the Mungiki’s
violent attacks and humiliations.9 Surprisingly,
the African youth who constitute the
promising part of the population have been
at the forefront of some of the worst
atrocities and human rights abuses in the
continent.

Security and the development nexus
Security is a multifaceted concept, which goes
beyond the traditional and narrow
considerations of a state’s military resources
and its ability to defend national interests
against both external and internal enemies.
The state-centered approach is popular with
realist scholars of international relations.10

This rather narrow definition of security
ignores individual and other forms of security,
which are very vital for peace, and the safety
of every society. Therefore, security
definitions have to be broadened to capture
the concerns of developing countries
regarding food, environment, economic,
political and the larger regional context of
safety of human lives and property. Although
food security may not be a relevant issue in
the economically advanced parts of the
world, it is a very serious and important issue
in Africa because of its scarcity. The nexus
between food shortages and political violence
has been demonstrated in many African
countries including Sierra Leone, Angola and
Somalia.11

At the household level, food security
can be described as the ability to “provide
each member of the family, no matter their
sex, age or physical condition, with an
adequate supply of nutritious food on a
sustainable basis”. Consequently, national
food security is feasible where every
household is food secure. Paradoxically, a
country may have sufficient food to feed its
entire households but the food may not be
evenly distributed. Furthermore, existing
international trade policies may actually be
the cause of food insecurity in many
developing countries (Watkins, 1996). In Sub-
Saharan Africa, where most of the economies
are agrarian and dependant on commodity
exports, there appears to be an inseparable
link between food production and economic
security. Economic security refers to access
to resources, finance and markets necessary
to sustain acceptable levels of welfare and
state power (Okoth, 2004, p49).
Nevertheless, food production in the
agricultural sector depends on overall
national security. In many parts of Africa
sometimes the fear of safety of lives during
conflicts often compels farmers to move
away from rural areas to the cities, leaving
behind farmlands and food stocks.12 This
scenario creates acute domestic food
shortages during civil unrest.

With the specter of terrorism haunting
Western nations, developing countries with
fragile economies and clearly different
security concerns have been co-opted into the
fight against a universal enemy. Tied to the
notion of terrorism is the energy concern and
particularly oil. The Gulf of Guinea has
become an area of security concern to
Western nations in view of its vast oil
potentials. In recent times youth unrests in
the Niger Delta have sent global oil prices
skyrocketing.13 As such, youth restiveness in
the Niger Delta is not only a matter of
security concern to Nigerian authorities but
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to the governments of Western countries as
well. Massive Western media coverage of
youth restiveness in the Niger Delta has
further added clout to the bargaining power
of youth warlords for resource control.14

The link between development and
conflict is quite teleological. At one end of the
spectrum is a strong argument for
development as the precondition for peace
and security. From another angle, peace is
considered a precursor of development.
Nevertheless, studies on African conflicts show
that the majority of those actively engaged in
conflicts are unemployed or jobless youth with
low-income backgrounds.15 It is therefore
argued that the absence of tangible
development and job opportunities in
developing countries has resulted in youth
restiveness with disastrous consequences.
Invariably, a very important starting point for
combating conflicts and insecurity is through
sustainable development or the creation of
sustainable employment and wealth. Peace,
however, is often seen as a precondition for
development. The absence of it implies that
no meaningful development can take place in
any given system. The World Bank report on
Conflict and Development (2005) observes that
conflict is a critical obstacle to development
in Africa. The report notes that 45% of all
developing countries affected by conflicts are
in Africa, where 15 million people are
internally displaced. Insecurity, which
constitutes a stumbling block to potential
direct foreign investment, is a conduit pipe for
capital flight in many developing countries.

The negative impacts of conflict and
insecurity on the various economies and people
of Africa have been tremendous. In most
developing countries economic growth rates
have stagnated sometimes even below three
percent. In Nigeria, perennial conflicts have
resulted in the illegal tapping of oil pipelines
and bunkering by restive youth seeking ways

to eke out a living. Today, oil bunkering or
illegal tapping of pipelines amounts to losses
of 300,000 barrels of crude oil, which is
equivalent to 8.5 million dollars a day. This
negative development, which translates to a
huge revenue loss to the government, has
however, enriched youth leaders and turned
them into warlords. A study on small arms in
West Africa in 2001 showed a correlation
between gun violence and underdevelopment.
Consequently, the most backward areas of
Africa are those that have suffered chronic
violence, lagging behind in infrastructural,
educational and economic development.16

For Himmelstrand (1994, p.18)
development is a multi-dimensional process,
which is tied to six criteria. First is a society’s
ability to use its natural and human resources
to feed itself even under mounting population
pressure; second is its ability to produce basic
tools needed for food production; third is the
institutionalization of shared rules for all
actors in the system; fourth is the presence of
indigenous entrepreneurs capable of propelling
growth; fifth is the possibility of appreciable
balance of trade; and last is autonomy and
self-reliance. Paradoxically, all the six criteria
necessary for development are only possible in
an environment free from conflicts and
insecurity. In Sierra Leone, the tenuous
security situation during the war had
devastating effects on the lives of the
vulnerable people. The country’s overall
human development index, according to the
UNDP Human Development Report for the year
was “lowest at 175 on a scale of one to
175.”17 The Niger Delta, which is one of the
most underdeveloped parts of Nigeria in
spite of oil wealth, happens to be the most
turbulent region in terms of youth
restiveness. It may thus seem that for now
the priority of African governments and their
development partners should be the
improvement of the quality of lives of the
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citizenry in the areas of poverty reduction,
employment, health and education.

Impact of conflict and insecurity on
children
The United Nations report on the impact of
armed conflicts on children, “exposed a moral
vacuum in which all taboos had been eroded
and discarded and a world in which children
were no longer considered as precious
(Machel, 1996, pp1-17).”

Over two million children across the world
have lost their lives in conflicts during the
past two decades. Three times as many of
these figures have been seriously injured or
permanently incapacitated by land mines. Two
thirds of these are believed to be from Africa.
Increasingly, children have become the targets
and even perpetrators of violence and
atrocities.  In Sierra Leone the civil war
between the Revolutionary United Front (RUF)
and the government lasted between 1991 and
2002 and caused the deaths of tens of
thousand of people mainly women, children
and the aged, and caused the displacement of
more than two million people. Significantly,
well over one-third of the population became
refugees in many neighboring West African
States. As a result agricultural production
suffered a severe setback. The targeting of
women and girls by RUF rebels as a war tactic
often led to mass gang rape and other
atrocities such as the evisceration of pregnant
females. Sexually transmitted diseases became
rampant, as did unwanted pregnancies.
Unaccompanied girls captured by combatants
became sex slaves and victims of forced labor.
Young girls unable to locate their families have
turned to prostitution as a survival strategy.18

Human trafficking has been one of the
negative effects of conflicts in West Africa. It
involves “recruitment, transporting, transfer,
harbouring, or receipt of persons through
the use of force, coercion, abduction,

fraud, deception, abuse of power, or
vulnerability, or giving and receiving payment
to achieve the consent of person or having
control of another person” (Lyday, 2001).
The business of trafficking in humans in
recent times is quite rampant in conflict-
prone areas, and it is often organized loosely
by groups involved in the weapons and
narcotics trade, in collusion with government
officials.19 Victims are often children of all
sexes separated from their parents as a
result of war. Sierra Leonean and Liberian
children have been trafficked to countries
such as the Ivory Coast and Guinea as a
result of war and the pervasive atmosphere
of insecurity. This iniquitous traffic through
which perpetrators often exploit and inflict
immeasurable pain on weaker and vulnerable
victims is difficult to combat because of the
complex and clandestine way in which it is
conducted.20

School enrolment has been on a drastic
decline in conflict-prone zones of Africa. In
Sierra Leone as in many parts of Africa, civil
unrests have led to the destruction of school
infrastructure. The general insecurity and
dislocation of schools drastically reduced
school enrolment in a country where the
literacy rate is estimated at around 20 %.
Generally, school enrolment in the conflict-
prone regions of Africa is always lower than
the national average. In Nigeria, the
enrolment in the Niger Delta region of 45 % is
below the national average of 68 %.
Displacement of families during wars and civil
unrest in Africa has led to the existence of
child-headed families. Children as young as
eight years of age have been known to care
for their junior siblings following separation
from adult family members during wars in
Africa.

The negative impacts of the war in Sierra
Leone have been disproportionately severe
on women and children who were generally
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malnourished. Health infrastructure was
badly destroyed nation-wide, resulting in the
mass exodus of medical personnel out of the
country. This led to the deterioration of
medical services nationwide. The images of
child soldiers in Sierra Leone toting guns, and
Ugandan children walking long distances to
have safe shelter, sent shocking signals across
the world. In Uganda, several thousand
children known as “night commuters” leave
their village homes for relatively safer and
larger towns like Gulu.21 The images of
children sleeping in hospitals, schools and on
veranda shops provide a nasty picture of the
impact of conflict in Africa. Thousands of
these vulnerable children have been raped,
brutalized and forced to inflict immeasurable
pain on others (OCHA–IRIN 2004). The use of
child soldiers in northern Uganda’s 19-year
old war has ripped apart countless families
and destroyed innumerable childhoods.22

Paradoxically, child soldiers are double
victims of war trauma and stigmatization by
their societies for committing war crimes.

Youth as key players and victims
Young people everywhere in the world
represent a veritable and important part of
the society in which they live. A well-
educated, skilled and productive youth
portends a bright future for any nation.
Conversely, an unskilled and poorly educated
youth whose indulgence is hard drugs, crime,
and violence is a great threat to societal
security and sustainable development.
Ironically, many African youth constituting the
most active part of their societies are in the
forefront of the conflicts. Many of the
thousands of young people and especially
children actively engaged in conflicts across
Africa constitute “a generation whose
childhood has forever been stolen”.23 Youth
engagement in conflict may be voluntary or
fortuitous, through forcible conscriptions by
adult militias. Abducted children all over

Africa have been conscripted into the rebel
fighting forces in violation of international
conventions. Most of these children, some as
young as eight years, have their courage
boosted through the use of hard drugs. In
Uganda, More than 20, 000 children have
been conscripted into the rebel movement
since the beginning of  the 19-year-old war.24

In Sierra Leone, young children were
sometimes forced to exterminate adults and
pregnant women.

The legal protection of children was
introduced into international law after the
Second World War. Experience during the war
pointed to the urgent need to draw up an
instrument of public international law for
protecting the civilian population. In Article 3
of the 1949 Geneva Convention, children are
protected in the same way as all “persons
taking no part in the hostilities” (ICRC, 1984,
pp140-152). Article 77 states that “children
shall be the object of special respect and
shall be protected against any indecent
assault. The parties to the conflict shall
provide them with care and aid they require,
whether because of their age or for any other
reason.”

Children as young as two years of age had
their limbs amputated by rebel soldiers during
the war in Sierra Leone. Although nearly all
countries in Africa are signatories to the
Geneva Convention and international laws
against crime, the grotesque human rights
abuses across the continent suggest that more
has to be done to ensure compliance. In
particular, tough penalties and sanctions must
accompany any violations of international
human rights conventions. African countries
must cooperate in the effort by the
international tribunals to arrest indicted war
criminals across the continent. There is also a
need for the strengthening of education
programs on human rights issues relating
especially to children and women’s issues in
areas affected by conflict.
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Interventions in youth, conflict and
development
The year 2005 has been declared by the
development community as the decisive year
for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).
Consequently, if the world does not get on the
right path this year it will be difficult to halve
poverty by the year 2015. Although already in
its fifth year of implementation, the evidence
on the ground suggests that African countries
are failing to meet the MDGs in the areas of
food security, poverty eradication,
employment opportunities, health and
infrastructural development.  There is today a
general skepticism about the feasibility of
the MDGs in tackling Africa’s numerous social
problems. A major handicap is that donor
pledges for support have not been
forthcoming or as regular as expected. In
particular, the MDGs have been criticized for
being too global without taking cognizance
of the peculiar problems and development
needs of poor countries. There is a need for
detailed country-specific plans. In war-torn
countries where basic health and
educational infrastructure have been
destroyed, the emphasis should be in
replacing them. The UN does admit that
while some countries could basically achieve
the MDGs  by themselves, African countries
caught in the poverty trap have to be
assisted.25

A recent call by the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund has urged rich
nations to do more in the areas of investment
(NEPAD 2005). The report encourages
developing countries to provide the enabling
environments for private investment to thrive.
In particular, the report noted that the
MDGs and the aim of halving poverty are not
likely to be achieved in the next decade
unless there is a sharp increase in
development aid, debt relief, and unfettered
access to goods from developing countries
into Western markets. Resources are being

channeled to debt servicing, hampering
domestic investment and the emergence of
the African middle class. Thus for Sub-
Saharan Africa to come out of its current
economic quagmire, development aid has to
be increased from $3 billion to $10 billion
annually.

The relatively tepid response by the
economically advanced nations to the plight of
poor countries in their frantic effort to
implement the MDGs has to change. On the
home front, African governments have to
double their effort to ensure security, and
stable macroeconomic environments to keep
inflation at a minimum. The private sector has
a role to play in the realization of the MDGs.
Private financial institutions can make credit
accessible to poor and vulnerable people so
they can escape their chronic poverty. Small
and Medium Size Enterprises (SMEs) urgently
need bank credit especially in conflict-endemic
countries and regions to create employment
and bring an end to youth restiveness.

Agents provocateurs and the youth
The rising tide of unemployment and the fear
of a bleak future among the youth in African
countries have made them vulnerable to the
manipulations of agents provocateurs. These
agents include aggrieved politicians, religious
demagogues and greedy multinationals. Agents
provocateurs are third party secret agents
who deliberately exacerbate conflicts for
personal gain. In some cases, such agents
play active roles as mercenaries, or merely
passive roles as financiers of conflict, or as
rumor-mongers to stoke the embers of
conflict.

In Nigeria, the unwholesome activities
of agents provocateurs especially in the oil
and gas sectors are becoming increasingly
alarming. Here, multinational agents employ
“divide and rule tactics” to cover their
shady business activities. This involves the
identification of a key opinion leader or a
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group of influential people in the host
community and paying them huge royalties to
the detriment of the rest of the communities.
The strategy encourages the emergence of
rival groups, competition and violence among
youth groups.

 In recent times, payment of “sit–home-
allowances” by oil companies to selected
restive youths and warlords in the Niger Delta
as a means of curbing violence has become a
hydra-headed monster that continues to breed
unemployable youth in the region. In
particular, it has tilted the balance of power
in favor of youth leaders and warlords who
have enormous resources for  the purchase
of weapons.26 A key reason for the
emergence of these groups is that “ethnic
militias and vigilante groups enjoy enormous
but clandestine patronage from rich and
highly influential members of their
communities”.27 Influential politicians in
Nigeria frequently use ethnic militias to
terrorize their opponents to facilitate the
rigging of elections. This has resulted in a
circle of violence in the political arena. In
Sierra Leone, rubber and diamond miners are
known to have encouraged youth to foment
trouble so that the illegal mining and export
of diamonds could continue outside official
control. The indoctrination of youth into the
Mungiki religious sect in Kenya has had
disastrous consequences for local
communities. Agents provocateurs are also
credited with the problem of arms
proliferation in Africa. There is an urgent
need for governments, civil society
organizations and development partners to
work together to curb the arms proliferation
menace.

Youth rehabilitation and reintegration
in post-conflict countries
Perhaps one of the most controversial and
difficult tasks in the aftermath of every

conflict is that of rehabilitation and
reintegration of victims. The return and
reintegration of refugees into their
communities is an economically expensive
process. Development agencies like UNHCR
often get a fraction of their financial
requirements to reintegrate displaced
persons into their communities. This often
leads to refugee lurch and frustration among
displaced persons across Africa. In Sierra
Leone there has been mounting anger
against the United Nations and donor
agencies for doing too little to reduce the
plight of conflict victims. In particular, there
is public frustration that the national and
family reunification promised by local
politicians and international agencies have
not really materialized. With unemployment
and poverty rates still on the rise in Sub-
Saharan Africa, the task of resettling child
soldiers and mercenaries is exceptionally
daunting.

In many post-conflict countries including
Sierra Leone and Liberia there has been a
huge funding shortfall and the failed promise
of education and skill acquisition, which did
not come at the end of the civil war. There
are disturbing signs of child soldiers’
renewing their allegiance to warlords. More
precarious and equally disturbing are the
failures of disarmament programs and the
inability of international organizations to
fulfill their funding promises. Given their
desperate socio-economic situations, youth
gangs  ignore calls from international
organizations to renounce violence. The New
York- based Human Rights Watch warns that
unless alternatives are provided “war will
continue to be seen as an economic
opportunity” (This Day, 2005). This warning
came as a result of the recent discovery
that poverty was forcing thousands of young
men to take up assignments in neighboring
countries as mercenaries.
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Crucial to the process of rehabilitation

and reintegration is poverty reduction
through employment creation. Above all, it
requires the identification of key actors in
conflict and the relevant mechanisms to
apply in healing the wounds of traumatized
victims.28

A recent World Bank Global Monitoring
Report for the first Quarter of the year 2005
indicates that the socio-economic situation
in the conflict endemic regions of Africa is
getting more precarious without tangible
signs of progress. Government
implementation of policy reforms in these
countries is relatively weak. Not surprisingly,
200,000 children die in Africa weekly from
preventable and poverty related diseases.
The Global Monitoring Report (2005)
indicates that for African countries to be
able to halve poverty by the year 2015, they
need an annual GDP growth rate of 7%. At
present very few in African countries are
able to meet these criteria. Africa’s
emergency food needs currently amounts to
US$1.8 billion, according to the World Food
Programme. Paradoxically, global food aid has
continued to plummet, dipping below
current requirements.

Development aid is relevant especially in
conflict-endemic and famine-stricken areas of
Sub-Sahara to fill the resource gap.
Enhanced and accelerated action has to be
taken in the areas of health and education
in conflict prone zones to cushion the
effects of hardships suffered by displaced
persons. This will  require the combined
effort of governments, development partners,
civil society organizations and the private
sector and especially multinationals in
fulfilling their obligations in the host
communities where they operate. Civil
society organizations definitely have a role to
play in educating youth against violence. In
addition, they have a role in the areas of
counseling ex–child soldiers and conflict

victims and building capacities of youth in
the area of skill acquisition for sustainable
development.

Conclusion
The handling of the post-conflict
reconstruction effort in Africa by the
international community has been less than
satisfactory. Post-conflict reconstruction
refers to “a complex system that provides
for simultaneous short, medium and long
term programmes to prevent disputes from
escalating, avoid a relapse into violent
conflict, and to build and consolidate
sustainable peace (Wayande, 2004).” The
systems proceed through three broad
phases, namely, the emergency, transition
and development phases. Five dimensions
have been recognized in post–conflict
reconstruction systems which include: first,
security; second; political transition; third,
socio-economic development; fourth, human
rights and reconciliation; and fifth, resource
coordination, management and mobilization.

The poor handling of the post-conflict
environment in Africa has created time–
bombs waiting to explode. While the danger
of renewed hostilities looms large in some
African countries, international agencies
continue to debate over who should
intervene. With particular reference to the
disarmament process, the World Bank, for
example, continues to argue that “it is not
a world government” and “this is a UN
mandate”29. There is nevertheless a general
consensus about the need for international
financial institutions including the World
Bank and the IMF to do more in funding
post–conflict reconstruction initiatives in
Africa and elsewhere in the developing
world. Urgent attention therefore has to be
given to the disarmament, reintegration,
resettlement and poverty alleviation
programs currently being handled by relief
agencies.
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In contrast to the African region,

international handling of post-conflict
situations in Cyprus, Cambodia, El Salvador,
Bosnia, has been more positive. To date, the
United States has continued to provide
support for the stabilization of post-conflict
Macedonia, a gesture it has failed to extend
to any post-conflict African country.30

Indeed, a key element that has helped
financial intermediation in post–conflict
countries such as Bangladesh and Cambodia
is the steady fulfillment of aid pledges on
time, contributing to the stabilization of
institutions (Duffield, 1999 and Smilie, 1998).

Adequate funds and timely fulfillment by
donors are crucial in post–conflict situations. In
particular, post-conflict infrastructure
reconstruction, institution building and the
provision of micro-credit facilities to
vulnerable groups are necessary to jump-start
the crippled economies of war-ravaged
countries in Africa. One of the earliest
experiments with micro–finance in a post-
conflict, less-developed country can be traced
to the early 1970s with the initiation of the
Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee
(Nagarajan, 1999). Since then, the method has
been applied in many post-conflict countries
with varying degrees of success. Selected
micro-finance programs in Bosnia, Cambodia,
and El Salvador have shown signs of success
and sustainability and can therefore be
extended to post-conflict countries in Africa.
Micro-credit is essential for the reintegration
of returnees and displaced persons in post-
conflict situations. In post–conflict countries
such as Sierra-Leone and Liberia, the need
for micro-credit support has become more
imperative for families seeking to eke out a
living.

Developing the local capacity to manage
micro-finance schemes and improved
coordination between donor organizations and
local committees will ensure the
sustainability of such schemes. Experience

with refugee camps across the world shows
that micro-finance and credit facility can be
a major incentive and attraction for refugees
to return home (Alles, 1999).  There is a
need for the international community and
donor agencies to assist in the creation of
jobs for restive youths as well as for the
rehabilitation of special persons by providing
them with alternative means of livelihood.
Above all, the governments of post-conflict
African countries must be assisted to revamp
their agricultural sectors through the
provision of subsidies to local farmers. At the
global level, there is a fundamental need for
the creation of a fair market for African
agricultural products. The current global
conditions with their unfair tariffs, quotas
and phytosanitary restrictions must be
urgently addressed to reverse the stifling of
African economies.

Need for resource mobilization
It takes an average of ten years for a post–
conflict country to return to the level of
economic and human development conditions
that existed before the conflict (Haughton,
1998). Prolonged conflicts have also disrupted
fragile socio-cultural, economic and political
structures and destroyed most of the transport
and communications infrastructure. Foreign
assistance is crucial for post-conflict
reconstruction, reintegration and generational
conflict prevention effort. Paradoxically, most
of the donor pledges and support have become
phantom aid as high–end human and
administrative costs and bottlenecks tend to
consume the assistance meant for
impoverished countries.  It is significant that
while country–specific responses may vary, the
early fulfillment of pledges will go a long way
in ensuring that resources are put to proper
use. Apart from financial resources, human
and technical resources are also key
prerequisites for successful post-conflict
reconstruction and intervention programs.
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The lack of harmonization of development
assistance as rightly observed by the Rome
Declaration on Aid Harmonisation further
buttresses the point. There is indeed, a
need to find creative ways of properly
targeting foreign assistance to emergency
and transitional phases of a post-conflict
country’s developmental needs. Although
local effort needs to be redoubled, many
African countries emerging from conflicts are
very impoverished and therefore require
external support to handle the dire
challenges on the ground. In spite of this,
the need for synergy amongst African
countries has become imperative in order to
ensure coherence in post-conflict
reconstruction efforts.

In recent times, big gaps have emerged
between donor commitments and financial
resources made available for post-conflict
reconstruction efforts in Africa. Significant
efforts need to be made to bridge the gap
between donor commitment and resources
that are made available. According to a recent
Action Aid Report, total real aid flow to Africa
is less than one-third of what is transferred to
rich countries in interest payment on loans.
Most of the aid to developing countries is
phantom aid. This includes “amounts not
targeted for poverty reduction”, “double
counted as debt relief,” “overpriced and
ineffective”, “tied”, “poorly coordinated”,
“too unpredictable”, and “spent on
administrative costs” (Bhattarai, 2004).
Compared to a UN target of spending 0.7%,
rich countries were obstensively spending
0.25% of their national income on aid each

year. However, when phantom aid was
stripped out, the figure came down to
0.1%.31  The Action Aid report on phantom
aid found that 61% of aid flows were
“phantom” rather than real, rising to almost
90% in the case of France and the United
States. According to Action-Aid (2004) the G7
countries − Britain, the US, Italy, France,
Germany, Canada, and Japan − spent only
0.07% of their national incomes on real aid,
which will need a tenfold increase to hit the
UN target.

There is an urgent need for
economically-developed nations to fulfill their
financial pledges to African countries in
order to end mass youth frustration and the
temptation to relapse to conflict, which is
increasingly seen as a lucrative venture.
I agree along with Action Aid and others on
the need for a new international agreement
that would see money spent where it is
needed. Post–conflict countries in Africa
need more financial and technical assistance
than is currently made available to build
their war-ravaged economies. Consequently,
future donor agreements must incorporate
an African Economic recovery program to lift
the continent out of its current misery.
Indeed, there is a need for the injection of
fresh capital for infrastructure building,
reintegration of communities, and provision of
viable economic opportunities that will ensure
sustainable peace. It is only through a
combination of effort, and timely resource
mobilization and allocation that the challenges
posed by post-conflict reconstruction in Africa
can be successfully addressed.
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1 For further reading on the nature and impacts of
African conflicts see especially Fox (1999, pp.1-34).

2 On the typology of conflicts in Africa see Lodge
(1999, pp1-5).

3 A recent study conducted by the Women’s Aid
Collective (WACOL), a local NGO, reveals that women
in the Niger Delta were more concerned about the
environmental implications of pollution, food security
and family than their male counterparts. The study
noted amongst others that seafood was getting
destroyed as fish and periwinkles caught in the
polluted waters smell of crude oil. See also
Alamieyeseigha (2005) “The Niger Delta Crises:
Yesterday, Today and tomorrow.”

4 See for instance The Guardian Newspaper March 26,
2005.

5 For additional information see The Guardian
Newspaper April 8, 2005.

6 Shell, however, argues that it spends up US$60 million
a year on community development in the Niger Delta,
a claim which would make it one of the largest
corporate aid projects in Africa according to Africa
Confidential, April 2005, Vol. 6 No. 7.Shell’s claim
however, is in sharp contrast to the appalling
conditions in Oiloibiri, the town in the Niger Delta
which hosted Nigeria’s first oil well. There is
currently no power or running water or functional
health clinic in the town after five decades of oil
production in this oil capital.

7 The Lord’s Resistance Army of Joseph Kony in
northern Uganda is believed to be the offspring of
fragile political and economic environments in Uganda
brought about by President Museveni’s attempt to
entrench himself in power.  See Tindifa (2002, 164-
179).

8 See the Sunday Nation (2003), January 12, Nairobi.

9 Kanja (2003) writes in the East African Standard
about the Mungiki’s ultimatum to all Kenyan women
to get circumcised or be prepared to face its wrath.

10 Wayande (2004, pp67-82) “NEPAD and Security in the
IGAD region.”

11 See Action-Aid Report on International Trade and
Food Security (2003).

12 The negative impacts of conflicts on decline of rural
agriculture in Sierra Leone, Liberia, Uganda and Dafur
region in Sudan have been well documented by the
UNHCR and other relief agencies working in Africa. In

all these countries acute food shortages have been
attributed to the displacement of farming
communities during conflicts.

13 A recent BBC Business News Report on March 21,
2005 indicates that world oil prices have risen on
fears of a Nigerian Oil strike, exceeding $57 a
barrel. The purported strike was the result of
youth unrest in the Niger Delta region against
major oil companies.  Similarly, Tell Magazine No
25, June 21, 2004 issue, reports oil market jitters
that have helped push world oil price to record
levels as a result of the Nigeria oil strike.

14 See for instance “Fuel: the People’s Revolt,” in Tell
Magazine No. 42, October 18, 2004.

15 See (Sesay et al 2003, and Esiwonke 2005).

16 For further reading on the cost of violence see
Fleshman (2001).

17 Human Development Report 2004: Cultural Liberty in
Today’s Diverse World, Published for the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), New York,
USA.

18 A Report by Reconciliation Resources Published in
September/October (1997) provides detailed accounts
of the survival strategies of war victims in Sierra
Leone.

19 For further reading on human trafficking see for
instance Agbu (2003) “Corruption and Human
Trafficking: The Nigerian Case.”

20 See Zakaria (2004) the “Almajiri Lurch and
Disguised Forms of Trafficking in Northern
Nigeria.”

21 See OCHA - IRIN (2004) When the Sun Sets, We Start
to Worry: An Account of northern Uganda.

22 The Ugandan government and the UPDF have
however, denied the use of child soldiers, though in
reality, child soldiers abound among the rank and file
of the rebel movement. According to the UN in 2004,
more than 80 % of the LRA fighters were abducted
children. The rebel group in Uganda since 1988 has
kidnapped more than 20,000 children.

23 See Machel (1996).

24 Christian Aid (2003, pp.1-3).

25 For further details see Development and Cooperation
Journal No.3 (2005 pp96-97) and especially the
interview text with Eveline Herfken, the UN
coordinator for the Millennium Development Goal
Campaign.
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