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Member agency data inventory (2-4 pages max) 
Suggested ‘template’ approach: 
  
Reflection: Identify the key areas of expertise that your agency specifically deals with that intersect with mixed migration issues. (if you need to be sure about mixed migration go to www.regionalmms.com to learn more) 
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IN HORN OF AFRICA AND YEMEN 
MIXED MIGRATION  
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Designed by UNHCR for Contact: 

Somali  IDPs: Somalia generates the  highest number of refugees in the 
region. According to data collected and posted in October by the UNHCR  
there are 1.1 million internally displaced persons in Somalia. Mogadishu 
is host to 370,000 IDPs 

Arriving from Eritrea:  
Eritrean refugees have 
continued to flow into Ethiopia.  
Early this year the UNHCR  
opened a new 20,000 capacity 
camp in Ethiopia. At present 
two camps are already filled up 
and host approximately 49,000 
refugees. 

                       

Refugees in Ethiopia: In November, Ethiopia was host to 
425,720 refugees and asylum seekers.  The largest groups 
are Somalis followed  by  Sudanese,  South Sudanese and 
Eritreans.There are currently (mid-october) 242,588 Somali 
refugees in Ethiopia (mostly in Dollo Ado camp). The 
population of Eritrean refugees also stands at over 77,000 
spread over 4 camps. A worrying trend among Eritrean 
refugees is unaccompanied minors. UNHCR has launched 
programs to address their needs. 

Kismaayo 

Departing from Bossaso:  
An estimated 326 Somalis arrived 
on the Yemeni shores in 
November 2013, a 60% decrease 
from October 2013 arrivals. New 
arrivals originate fom south and 
central regions including Bay, 
Banadir, Juba and  the 
Shabelles.  
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Saudi Arabia 

Somali Refugees in Kenya:  
Following the signing of a tripartite  
agreement  on voluntary Somali refugee 
returns  on 10th November 2013 in 
Nairobi, UNHCR unveiled plans to pilot a 
voluntary return programme targeting 
10,000 voluntary Somali returnees 
seeking to return to Luuq, Baidoa and 
Kisamayo. 

Towards Egypt:  
Sub Saharan migrants/refugees use the 
'northern' route into Egypt before passing the 
Sinai region  into Israel. Refugees/migrants in 
this region are vulnerable to sporadic 
deportations and arrest. Eritrean refugees (the 
majority) face abusive treatment in Egypt and 
Libya. Population and Immigration authorities 
in Israel reported that 36 iregular  migrants had 
been intercepted trying to enter Israel in 2013 
as opposed to over 10,000 intercepted in 2012, 
17,000 in 2011 and nearly 15,000 in 2010.  

Nairobi: Refugee Relocation  
The  terror attack in Nairobi on the 
21st of September 2013 renewed 
calls for the relocation of Somali 
refugees in Dadaab refugee 
complex. 
The Government of Kenya formed a 
commission of inquiry to probe the 
West-Gate terror attack. 

Snatched in the desert: Eritreans are 
fleeing Eritrea at an estimated rate of 
2000-3000 per month (2012 estimates); 
Some are kidnapped by tribesmen in the 
desert and sold to trafficking / extortion 
gangs in Sudan, Libya, Egypt and the 
Sinai region. The Shagarab camp complex 
near Kasala hosts approximately 30,000 
people. The rate of arrival  may have  
declined to levels ranging between 400-
600 per month.(2013 estimates) 

Saudi Arabia - Legal and Policy Changes : Since the beginning of King Abdullah’s 
“corrective period” in April 2013,  1 million of the estimated 9 million labour migrant work force 
have been deported or have willingly left the Saudi kingdom  with the number expected to 
reach 2 million in the coming months. Following the expiry of an amnesty in November 
officials begun raids aimed at the expulsion of labour migrants who had failed to regularise 
their stay.  Over 200,000 Yemenis and 115,000 Ethiopians are said to have returned from 
Saudi Arabia since April  and November 2013 respectively. Thousands of labour migrants are 
held in detention in less that favourable conditions in Saudi Arabia awaiting detention.  

Eritrea 

South Sudanese refugees:  
At the end of November there were over 
70,000 south sudanese refugeesin 
Ethiopia. The Okugo camp in the 
Gambella region is host to 
approximately 6,000 refugees who fled 
fighting in Jonglei State in May 2013. 

Ethiopian exodus:  
An estimated 1,692 Ethiopians made their 
way to Yemen in November 2013 a 56% 
decrease from October 2013. A majority of the 
new arrivals were from the Oromia region, 
particularly Hararge and Jimma, and the rest 
were of Amhara, Tigray, Silte, Ogaden and 
Afari origin.  

. 

Refugees 
As of October Yemen hosted 
242,944 refugees from Somalia, 
Ethiopia, Eritrea, & Iraq. 
 

Haradh: The number of migrants in 
Haradh may have scaled down from the 
25,000 reported at the begining of 2013 
following the closure of the Yemen-
Saudi border. A partner agency on the 
ground reported that a migrant feeding 
programme had been scaled down from 
3,000 migrants a day to approximately 
300.  

Trafficking of women:  
Female migrants/refugees in 
Yemen are  vulnerable to 
harrassment,kidnapping,domestic 
servitude and other forms of 
slavery. 
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Oman: A much smaller number 
emigrates to Oman, however, it 
remains a desirable destination for 
some migrants. 
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Going South: Ethiopian and Somali migrants  move  along the  eastern corridor  
of Africa towards South Africa  led by smugglers. Death and violence are 
common.  

Egypt 

Refugees in Uganda:  
Uganda hosts over 200,000 
refugees from regional nations 
including people fleeing conflict 
from DRC as well as Burundi, 
Ethiopia, Eritrea, Rwanda, 
Somalia and South Sudan. 
Uganda has denied earlier 
claims that it allegedly agreed to 
receive African migrants 
deported from Israel. 

Yemen 

 

Departing from Obock:   
 In November, 1,412 
 migrants/refugees arrived on Yemen’s 
shores via Djibouti, a  
48% decrease from October 2013 and a 
78% decrease from November 2012 and 
2011. 

Irregular immigration is on the rise in Somaliland consisting 
mainly of youths  searching for economic opportunities and 
migrants from Ethiopia and South Central transiting through to 
Djibouti. It was reported that an estimated 600-900 
migrants/refugees leave Somaliland every month. An estimated 
200 migrants/refugees are intercepted by Ethiopian authorities 
and returned. A majority of the departing migrants are destined 
for Libya. 

Migrants/ Refugees going to 
South Africa 
Irregular immigrant’s en-route to 
South Africa face xenophobic 
attacks both in transit and 
destination countries. Countries 
South of Africa have featured 
cases of  rising mob violence 
towards immigrants mostly 
Somalis and Ethiopian 
migrants. 
 

Somali returns: 
OVer 28,500 Somali refugee returns have been 
recorded since January 2013 mainly from Kenya. In 
October 2,200 Somali refugees returned to Somalia. 
However, many of the returns may be a a 'go and 
see' mission. 


