
 

 

 

Regional mixed migration summary for December 2012 covering mixed 

migration events, trends and data for Djibouti, Eritrea/Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya, Puntland, Somalia, Somaliland 
and Yemen. 
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Country 

 
Events /trends/ data / analysis 

 
Djibouti 
 

 
Total 2012 figures of migrants between Djibouti and Yemen: In 2012, a total of 107,532 persons arrived on the 
shores of Yemen.  The number of migrants arriving in Yemen in 2012; were a 4 per cent increase from the 103,532 
persons who arrived in Yemen in 2011, and more than double the 53,382 migrants who arrived in Yemen in 2010.    
75 per cent or 80,465 persons who arrived in Yemen in 2012 travelled via Djibouti.    
 
New Arrivals: In December 2012, an estimated 5,718 persons arrived on Yemen’s shores via Djibouti, this was a 
13 per cent decrease from the previous month.  The major departure point in Djibouti was Obock and different 
coastal departure points 30-40 km north of Obock.   
 
Boats: During the year, a total of 1213 smuggler boats trips left via the Red Sea for Yemen.  In December 2012 
alone, 91 boats left for Yemen, this figure is slightly lower than the previous months.  The decrease in boat trips 
during December maybe a signal that increased security patrols in Obock might be having an effect of number of 
persons undertaking smuggling activities, or that migrants and smugglers might be avoiding major towns for fear of 
being caught up in police raids.  The seas are also generally more difficult to navigate in December due to rough 
weather and this can have an effect on number of boats willing to make the journey to Yemen.    
 
Migrant interceptions:   During the year approximately 3,533 irregular migrants were intercepted and rescued at 
sea as they were being smuggled on boat trips to Yemen.  The irregular migrants are often returned to Djibouti by 
security patrols manning the seas to curb smuggling and trafficking activity.  
  
Migrant vulnerability:  An IRIN article in December, focused on the difficulties migrants undergo as they try and 
make it to Yemen via Djibouti.  Many migrants are vulnerable and succumb to dehydration, starvation and abuse by 
smugglers in the Djibouti desert and in Obock while waiting to depart for Yemen. IOM has programs to let migrants 
know the risks they face on the perilous journey to Yemen and the article reported that many of the migrants who 
were interviewed and who are interested in travelling do not have sufficient knowledge about what to expect on the 
journey and onward travel to Yemen, some even unaware that they have to cross the Red Sea in order to get 
across to Yemen.  In December 2012, new arrivals reported that they saw at least three male Ethiopian bodies lying 
unattended at the departure point at Obock.  
 
Assisted Voluntary Returns. In December 2012, there were 29 assisted voluntary returns of migrants with the 
help of IOM from Obock in Djibouti to Addis Ababa in Ethiopia.   

  

 
Eritrea 
(Sudan/ 
South 
Sudan) 
 
 

 
Eritrea: The entire soccer team of Eritrea in December sought political asylum while in Uganda for a tournament.  
This is a third time that the Eritrean national team has chosen to claim asylum in an African nation when playing 
outside the Horn of Africa nation. In July 2011, 13 Eritrean football players sought asylum in Tanzania after a 2011 
tournament, while 12 members of the national team similarly disappeared in Kenya and sought asylum there during 
a regional tournament in 2009. 
 
South Sudan: During the reporting period, generalised insecurity in South Sudan led to an increase in refugee 
movements to Kenya.  An estimated 3000 refugees migrated to Kakuma refugee camp between November and 
December, 2012 citing insecurity as well as looking for educational opportunities in the camps.  

  

  



Ethiopia New Arrivals: An estimated 84,446 Ethiopians made their way to Yemen in 2012. Ethiopians representing 78.5% 
of the total arrivals to Yemen.  The Oromo new arrivals continued to form the majority of Ethiopian new arrivals.  
 
Returnees: In 2012, there was a total of 1186 assisted voluntary returns of Ethiopians out of Yemen.  IOM-
chartered flights of destitute Ethiopians living in the open in and around Yemen’s north western town of Haradh.  
This is part of an airlift of an estimated 4000 Ethiopian migrants who have registered interest in returning to 
Ethiopia. Limited funding however has not only slowed the repatriation process but also meant that only the most 
vulnerable women, children, the elderly and unaccompanied minors, are given priority on the flights back to 
Ethiopia.   
 
Refugees in Ethiopia:  As at 31st December, 2012, there were 376, 410 refugees hosted in Ethiopia. The three 
major groups of refugees included the Somali who make up 59.3 per cent of the refugees with a population of 
223,243, the Sudanese with a population of 86,177 make up 23 per cent of the population and the Eritreans with a 
population of 62,996 make up 16.5 per cent of the refugee population.   
 
Influx of Refugees to Ethiopia: In the last two years the population of refugees in Ethiopia has almost doubled 
with over 100,000 refugees from Somalia settling in the Dollo Ado camp area.  Since mid-November 2012, there 
was a daily influx of between 200 – 300 Somali refugees to Dollo Ado camp. The refugees cited insecurity in the 
Gedo, Bay and Bakol regions of Somalia as well as failed rainfall that disrupted their farming and source of 
livelihood as a reason for migrating. In the two months of November and December, 2012 close to 9,816 refugees 
registered at the Dollo Ado camp.   During the year there have also been significant streams of refugees from 
Sudan and South Sudan settling in the Asossa area and Eritrean refugees settling in the Afar and Tigray regions. 
  

  

 
Kenya 

 
Encampment policy: In December 2012, the Kenyan Government announced that it would enforce a strict 
encampment policy for Kenya’s 55,930 urban refugees. The order stopped the registration of refugees in urban 
towns, and urged NGO’s offering services to refugees to scale down services in preparation for the refugees 
repatriation to the refugee camps. Further reports indicate that the government intends to begin the relocation of the 
refugees in an excise that is expected to last 100 days. The United Nations Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
has asked the Kenyan government to uphold refugee rights.  
 
Harassment and general insecurity in refugee suburbs:  As earlier reported, there have been increased 
incidents of insecurity especially in suburbs where there is a high concentration of urban refugees from Somalia 
and Ethiopia.  Since the beginning of 2012 there have been 24 serious grenade attacks targeting individuals in 
churches, mosques and public transport in some major cities and towns in Kenya and as a result there has been 
increased tension between the local community and the refugee community. With the directive for the refugees to 
be encamped there have been more generalised incidents of insecurity and police and criminal gangs harassment 
of the refugees.  Refugees have reported door to door house raids, arbitrary arrests and the extorting of money 
from refugees and asylum seekers.  
 
Refugees flee insecurity in Kenya: Given the rising insecurity for urban and other refugees in Kenya, there has 
been increased repatriation of refugees to Mogadishu, flights between Nairobi and Mogadishu were and continue to 
be fully booked since December.  Refugees are seeking and getting travel documents from the Somalia Embassy 
in Kenya, however there has not been any effective monitoring of the returns and the scale of return is still 
unknown. Returnees interviewed by IOM cite the growing insecurity in Kenya as a reason for return.   
 
Ethnic Clashes:  Since August 2012, there has been escalating tension in Tana River District along the Tana River 
Delta with two communities the Pokomo and Oromo involved in counter attacks against each other.  Between 
August and December, a total of 129 persons had died, 27 people killed in December.  The clashes have been 
reported to be as a struggle for grazing lands but there have also been indications that multinational companies 
who are eyeing large agricultural and mining prospects in the region could be involved in fuelling the violence.   
 
Dadaab: The population of Daadab Refugee Camp as at 31st December was 449,815 persons, this is a 4 per cent 
decrease in population as compared to the previous month when the population was 468,770.  The difference in 
numbers of refugees who have left is quite significant at close to 18,955 refugees.  NGO’s working in Daadab 
attribute the movement to refugees crossing the border back to Somalia as that of refugees returning in search of 
work in Somalia as well as to check up on their farms and the assess the situation on the ground, especially as Al 
Shaabab has ceded many towns and areas following the offensive by the AMISOM forces.      
 



Kakuma: According to UNHCR, there were 107,698 individuals registered in Kakuma refugee camp as at the end 
of December, 2012. This represents a 4 per cent increase in population from the previous month.  A newspaper 
report in Kenya attributed the increase in population to the registration of 3000 refugee arrivals to the camp from 
Sudan in November and December.  The refugees cited growing insecurity in Sudan as well as interest in 
educational opportunities in the camp as the reason behind their migration. The Somali community now comprise 
46.5% of the camp population. South Sudanese comprise 31.8% of the total camp population.  The current total 
population has surpassed the camps original capacity of 100,000 and there are on-going talks between 
UNHCR and the government to establish a second camp near the original camp.  

  

 
Puntland 

 
Boat capsizes of the Coast of Bossaso killing migrants.  Fifty-five people drowned after an overcrowded boat 
capsized off the Somali coast on the night of 18th December, 2012.  Two days after 23 bodies had been recovered, 
including those of 14 women, eight men, and a boy said to be less than four years of age. Five of the dead are 
confirmed to have been Ethiopians. The thirty-two remaining passengers are presumed to have drowned This was 
the biggest loss of life in the Gulf of Aden since February 2011 when 57 Somali refugees and migrants from the 
Horn of Africa drowned while attempting to reach Yemen.   
 
According to five of the survivors – all young Somali men – the boat was overcrowded and ran into trouble almost 
immediately after leaving the port of Bossaso in northern Somalia.  It capsized just 15 minutes into its journey, 
spilling all 60 passengers into sea. Those on board were Ethiopians and Somalis. The five survivors initially thought 
to be smugglers were initially arrested but later released. The boat was headed for Oman and not the traditional 
destinations of Yemen. 
 
Arabian Sea arrivals in Yemen:  In 2012, 27,067 migrants crossed the Arabian Sea to Yemen which was a 14.5 
per cent decrease from the previous year. The numbers of arrivals in December, were 2,167 a 21 per cent 
decrease from the previous month. The decrease of migrant arrivals may be as a result of generally rougher seas in 
December, which for example lead to the capsizing of the boat in December.   
 
 

  

 
Somalia 
(S-C) 
 

 
Somali’s refugees from Kenya return to Somalia:  Due to the increased generalized insecurity towards members 
of the Somali community in Kenya, many of whom are refugees there are reports of the return of Somali refugees 
and migrants living in Kenya to Somalia.  Most of the returns are of urban refugees who can afford to return by air 
as many of the roads are still unsafe for travel in Somalia.  
 
Returnees from Saudi Arabia: The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has been undertaking the repatriation of irregular 
Somali migrants from the Kingdom. The irregular migrants are returned on Chartered planes in groups of 
approximately 80 and 90 migrants and are held in detention centers before they are flown back to Somalia.   While 
it has been noted that there has been an increased number for flights from Saudi Arabia to Somalia in December; 
there is no mechanism in place to monitor the number of migrants returning from the Saudi Arabia.    
 
Over a million Somali refugees in the HoA:  Somali refugee numbers in the Horn of Africa Region as at 31st 
December included 532,660 in Kenya, 219, 057 in Yemen, 214,167 in Ethiopia, and 29,603 in Uganda.   
 
IDPs: The total number of IDPs in Somalia as at 31st December was 1.1 million.  
 
Somali (SC) movements to Yemen:  In 2012, a total of 23,086 Somalis or 21 per cent of total migrants who 
arrived in Yemen were Somali; this was a significant 15 per cent decrease in migration from the previous year.   
 
This document does not seek to extensively detail conditions and event in Somalia (including displacements) as the 
subject is dealt with in great detail by various dedicated agencies. 
 
 

  



 
Yemen 
 
 
 
 

 
Total Year Arrivals:  A total of 107,532 migrants arrived in Yemen in 2012, which is a 4 per cent increase from last 
year when the figure was 103, 154 migrants.  Out of the total migrants, 84,376 were Ethiopians forming 78.4 per 
cent of the migrants.  The Ethiopian migration increased by 4 per cent from the previous year increasing the 
dominance of Ethiopians in the movement to Yemen.   
 
Arrivals in December: In December 2012, the number of arrivals in Yemen were 7,912 with 5,718 crossing from 
the Red Sea (from Djibouti) while 2,194 crossed the Arabian Sea (from Somaliland / Puntland). 
 
 
Red Sea Arrivals: 72% of migrants arriving in Yemen during the reporting period crossed the Red Sea (from 
Djibouti) while 28% crossed the Arabian Sea (from Somaliland / Puntland). In December, 82 % of the new arrivals 
were non-Somalis while 18 % were Somalis.  
 
Decreasing number of deaths at Sea:  One of the significant features of the migration to Yemen in 2012 was a 
decrease in number of Deaths at Sea from 131 deaths the previous year to 43 deaths in 2012.  However, during the 
year there were also increased reports of kidnapping for ransom of migrants on the beaches of Yemen.  This 
signals the commoditization of migrants who became more valuable alive as smugglers who would throw migrants 
overboard now had incentive to ensure that migrants arrive in Yemen safely as their counterparts were waiting to 
kidnap them for ransom.  
 
Boats & passengers: There were a total of 1,603 migrant boat trips that arrived on the Yemeni coast in 2012, with 
1,213 of these crossing the Red Sea. In December, the total number of boats arriving on the Yemeni coast with 
migrants was 121, with 30 vessels arriving via the Arabian sea and 91 crossing the Red Sea. The average number 
of passengers on each boat was 65 people per trip (not including smugglers/crew). The number of boats crossing 
the Red Sea declined in December due to rougher seas 
 
Anti – Smuggling community patrols:  There seems to have been an emergence of organized community patrols 
along the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden. The groups include individuals from some villages along the coast who 
have organized themselves with the aim of curbing smuggling/trafficking activities. The groups operate in full view 
of the Military showing that there seems to be general acceptance of their presence.  Organized in groups of 6-10 
persons they have erected tents and are presently stationed at three areas along the coast in Yemen at Al Hujeima, 
Al Uzaf and Al Suqaya.  The groups are organising themselves along most of the boats landing areas as compared 
to other entry points. The groups are armed with personal weapons but seem willing to work with organisations that 
assist migrants contacting organisations such as the Danish Refugee Council when they come across stranded 
migrants.   However, there presence has not been deterrence to smuggling or trafficking activity as other local 
residents in the villages along the coast protect the smugglers.   
 
Main Drivers/push factors: Lack of economic opportunities and insecurity continue to be cited as the main 
reasons for flight by new arrivals to Yemen. The majority of those Somalis citing insecurity were fleeing from S-C 
Somalia. The majority of non-Somalis making their way to Yemen via the Red Sea were from Oromia State. There 
were also Ethiopians hailing from Ogaden, Amhara, Tigray, Silte and Affar regions.  
  
Migrant vulnerability:  Criminal gangs along the Red Sea coast of Yemen continue to hold migrants hostage for 
ransom. Although ransom demands seem to be about 100 USD, a young female reported that her kin remitted 
about 1000 USD to a smuggler in Djibouti so as to secure her release.  There were also reports that some of the 
Yemeni smuggling crew ferrying migrants across the Red Sea/Gulf of Aden have resorted to threatening their 
passengers that they will be thrown overboard unless they pay demanded ransom (about 100 USD). No indication 
that any migrant has been thrown overboard due to an inability to pay.  
 
There are also continued reports of females being subjected to rape during the sea journey. The women report that 
the smuggling crew are often drunk and target young Ethiopian females with no male companions. Somali females, 
also fall victim.  In December, there were also reports of mixed migrants being shot and injured by smugglers as 
they attempted to escape.  At least 4 Ethiopian migrants were seriously injured during attempts to escape in 
December.   
 
Unaccompanied Migrants: A notable number of unaccompanied minors, of Somali and Ethiopian descent, 
continue to make the journey to Yemen by sea. Some, as young as nine, indicate that their parents/guardians in the 
Horn of Africa are relying on their ability to obtain employment in Yemen/Gulf states and remit money back for 
family survival 



 
Refugees:  As at 31st December, 2012 there were 237,168 refugees in Yemen, 96 per cent are Somali’s with a 
population of 226,909, this was a 10 per cent increase from the previous year. The Ethiopian community with a 
refugee population of 5,135 increased by 1 per cent in 2012, although there are thousands of Ethiopians who arrive 
in Yemen each year many do not seek for asylum.  Many are interested in working opportunities in the greater Gulf 
region and others might not be aware of asylum procedures.    
 
IDP’s in Yemen:  The most up-to-date figure of IDP’s in Yemen (26th November, 2012 – UNHCR/GoY) is that there 
are a total of 323,992 registered internally displaced people mainly in the North and 135,531 returnees who 
have been registered in the South.  A UNHCR report documents that since July, 2012 there continues to be 
significant migrant returns as security improves in Yemen.    

Assisted voluntary return of Ethiopians continues.  As previously reported, over 1,186 Ethiopian migrants were 
repatriated to their country in 2012, of these 180 Ethiopians were repatriated in December.  Repatriation of these 
migrants back to Ethiopia from Yemen, continues with assistance of IOM chartered flights 

Insecurity for AID workers in Yemen: Insecurity continues to be a major issue in Yemen. The risk of foreigners 
and aid workers being kidnapped is extremely high. A report by IRIN explains that although insecurity and 
kidnappings targetted towards foreigners are not a new phenomena, earlier it was possible to determine the tribal 
groups involved in kidnappings, and seldom were threats directed towards aid agencies but often the motives were 
social demands directed to government.  However, now the lines are less clear with kidnappings ordered by tribal 
groups, criminal groups such as Al Queda as well as political actors, making it more dangerous.   

Caveat: Despite the network of local partners collecting data along parts of the Arabian and Red Sea coasts it cannot be 
assumed that this data captures all new arrivals. Particularly, there may be those that arrive along the northern stretches of the 
Red Sea coast, beyond the data networks. Consequently the actual numbers of new arrivals in Yemen may be higher. Yemen 
Red Crescent and the Danish Refugee Council are planning to extend the patrol area further north along the Red Sea coast. 
 

  

 
Other 
Regional 
news 

 
Closure of Mtabila Camp in Tanzania: The Mtabila camp in Tanzania that was hosting 38,000 refugees from 
Burundi closed in mid-December.  The refugees many of whom are reported as apprehensive about the repatriation 
were nevertheless reintegrated back to Burundi.  
 

  

 
This information sheet is distributed to over 700 agencies, academic institutions, donors, embassies, journalists, government 
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http://www.unhcr.org/50a62c2e9.html
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96774/YEMEN-New-challenges-for-aid-worker-security

