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Pacific: Republic of the Marshall Islands Drought 
Situation Report No. 4 (as of 11 June 2013) 

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by the OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific. It 
covers the period from 21 May to 11 June 2013. The next situation report will be issued on or around 25 June 2013.  

Highlights 

• Drought conditions persist and humanitarian needs 
are urgent in the northern Marshall Islands.  

• The initial state of ‘drought’ disaster proclaimed on 8 
May has been extended by Cabinet for an additional 
30 days into early July. 

• The Marshall Islands Government finalized an 
Immediate and Near-Term Drought Response Plan 
on 31 May.  

• The total funding requirement estimated by the 
Marshall Islands Government is US$ 4.7 million. A 
significant funding gap remains for lifesaving needs 
identified in the plan.  

 
 

6,384 
People living in 15 
drought affected 

atolls 

11,000 
Additional people 
affected by food 

shortage 

$4.7m 
Total funding 

requirement in 
Response Plan 

 

Situation Overview 
A state of ‘drought’ disaster remains in effect in the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI). The state of ‘drought 
disaster proclaimed by the RMI President was reissued on 7 June and will remain in effect for an additional 30 
days.   
 
Drought conditions on the affected islands and atolls remain unchanged. Humanitarian needs for the 6,384 people 
living on the affected islands and atolls are urgent. The most pressing humanitarian needs are for access to safe 
water and the growing need for food. The drought conditions have depleted water tanks and made groundwater 
unsuitable for human consumption due to high salinity. In addition, the drought has damaged or destroyed local 
food crops, including breadfruit and banana, and populations are relying on fish, crabs, and other coastal food 
resources.   
 
There have been no significant outbreaks of diarrhoea, influenza-like illness and conjunctivitis reported since 1 
May. However, on some atolls and islands there have been an increased number of cases of influenza-like illness 
reported in Lae, Likiep and Namu and of diarrhoea in Mejit.  
 
The RMI Government and international partners continue to respond to the drought situation. According to the 
National Disaster Committee (NDC) the total amount expended as of 31 May for RMI relief operations is 
US$375,000. These expenses have been funded by a $100,000 withdrawal from the Disaster Emergency 
Assistance Fund (DAEF), funds from international partners totaling $250,000 and other contributions.  
 
The RMI NDC finalized an Immediate and Near-Term Drought Response Plan on 31 May. The plan is for an initial 
two-month period and calls for a large scale deployment of air and sea assets with immediate relief supplies to the 
affected region to meet minimum humanitarian standards, as well as other activities, including re-planting of crops, 
recovery of livestock, and repair of water supplies.  
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Funding 
 
The total funding requirement outlined in the RMI Response Plan is estimated at $4.7 million. A significant funding 
gap of an estimated $4.1 million remains to meet the immediate and near-term needs identified in the plan. 
International assistance is required and requested, as the RMI Government does not have the financial or logistical 
capacity to address the full scale of needs associated with the drought.  
 
Based on inputs from the RMI Emergency Operations Center on 7 June, the following table illustrates funding 
requirements across the four RMI Cluster. 
 

      US$4.7 million required 

 

 

IOM has prepared a funding submission to the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to support priority life-
saving requirements identified in the plan. The amount to be requested is $1 million with a focus on air and sea 
logistics support, technical assistance to maintain deployed Reverse Osmosis (RO) units, and distribution of water.    
 
IFRC is analyzing the possibility of launching an Emergency Appeal.  
 
On 5 June, the RMI President requested a US Presidential Disaster Declaration to trigger additional US support to 
the drought response. 
 

Humanitarian Response 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

• Increased provision of safe, accessible and appropriate quantities of water. 
o Continued deliveries of bottled water 
o Ship water from RO units located in Kwajalein and Majuro to the northern atolls and islands with 

bladders 
o Increase RO capacity on the islands to ensure adequate levels of water for drinking, cooking, 

hygiene and health care 
o Maintenance of previously installed RO units and associated training. 

• Continued surveillance and health messages to promote personal hygiene and food safety. 
• Continued attention to drinking water safety including through water purification and improved household 

storage.   
• Early recovery initiatives:  

o Maximize rainwater harvesting through repairs of catchments, gutters and tanks, and related 
infrastructure including maintenance  

o Assess impacts of drought on groundwater and increase monitoring of salinity and groundwater 
quality 

o Improve data and information on water availability, needs and drought management practices 
o Increase the communities’ capacity to collect, store and use water efficiently.  

  

Funded

12%

Unmet

88%

$4,157,425

$2,615,026

$918,929

$355,905

$267,566

Total

WASH

Logistics

Health

Food

Funding allocated Unmet

12% 

  3% 

14% 

28% 

44% 

% Covered 
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Response: 

• So far, 12 to 14 RO units are installed on the drought affected atoll islands. Up to ten further RO units are 
in-country or in the pipeline for installation.  

• A UNICEF WASH Specialist was deployed to RMI on 31 May to support WASH cluster coordination for an 
initial period of four weeks. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Servicing and maintaining RO units to ensure maximum output of potable water. 
• Funding for logistical support to deploy and adequately maintain RO units. This includes developing a 

maintenance and sustainability plan.  
 

Logistics 

Needs: 

• Logistics capacity to support water delivery, maintenance of RO units to the main atolls and neighbouring 
islands.  

• Cash donations from the general public, private sector and community-based organizations to support 
logistics. 

• Technical and financial support for logistics is needed. 

Response: 

• RMI Government continues to charter sea vessels and an airplane to support transport of relief items. 
• IOM submission to CERF for air and sea land bridge.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Very high cost of transport to the outer islands and atolls. 
• One small domestic airplane and a number of smaller cargo and passenger vessels at the Government’s 

disposal for drought relief. 
 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

• Immediate and medium-term food security assistance 
• Food rations 
• Seedlings and seeds with tools for crop rehabilitation 

Response: 

• Initial food deliveries conducted in May. 
• FAO, SPC and UNDP to develop a Livelihoods Recovery and Drought Resilience project, initially for 

$125,000 but scalable. The project is intended to include delivery of drought resistant staple crops, short 
cycle crop seedlings for short term food provision, support for the regeneration of pandanus trees for 
handicrafts and coconut trees for copra production, technical assistance for improved water and soil 
conservation, youth training and fishing supplies and equipment.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Funding for the procurement of food and logistical support required for its delivery. 
 

 Health and nutrition 

Needs: 

• Reinforce surveillance of infectious diseases  
• Inform and train health workers about outbreak detection, response and rapid control measures 
• Ensure health facilities have sufficient medical supplies i.e. oral rehydration salts, antibiotics, paracetamol  

Response: 

• A WHO epidemiologist was deployed to RMI from 21 to 30 May.  
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Background on the crisis 
 
Located just north of the equator in the Pacific Ocean, the Republic of the Marshall Islands is made up of 1,200 islands, islets and atolls 

with a land area of 180 square kilometers. On 19 April 2013, the Government of the Republic of Marshall Islands declared a state of 

emergency due to a severe drought conditions in the northern atolls and islands of the Republic. Following assessments of the affected 

atolls and islands, the Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands elevated the state of emergency to a state of ‘drought’ disaster 

on 8 May 2013. The state of ‘drought’ disaster was renewed by the Republic of the Marshall Islands Cabinet on 7 June 2013 and remains 

in place for an additional 30 days from this date.   

o A risk assessment report provided recommendations to the Health Cluster and Surveillance Unit of 
MOH as well as for post-emergency surveillance capacity building. Some of these 
recommendations have been included in the RMI Government response plan.  

o A syndromic surveillance system implemented in the 15 atolls/islands affected by drought. 
Syndromic surveillance includes monitoring of diarrhoea, influenza-like illness and conjunctivitis 
and reporting of unusual events (i.e. acute fever and rash and signs of malnutrition) to the 
Surveillance Unit in Majuro.  

o Training on surveillance and outbreak response was provided to the Surveillance Unit in Majuro. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Monitoring and evaluation of syndromic surveillance data to assess the impacts of shortage and 
contamination of water and food. 

• Improving the capacity of preparedness and responsiveness of health sector dealing with impacts of drought, 
particularly as an adaptation capacity to the impacts of climate change in the long term. 

 
 

General Coordination 
The Emergency Operations Center (EOC) in Majuro remains operational. The EOC has been the key platform for 
coordination with key representatives of government entities and four cluster leads (WASH, Logistics, Food 
Security and Health) based there. International actors are actively coordinating with the EOC on matters relating to 
the response.  
 
A PHT Partners meeting was held on 31 May at the UN Building in Suva, Fiji. The purpose of the meeting was to 
update partners on the current response, to discuss immediate and near-term needs as per the RMI NDC drought 
response plan, and confirm international support received and pledged.   
 
The regional PHT WASH Cluster lead by UNICEF remains active in supporting the RMI WASH Cluster response 
through the deployment of a WASH expert to Majuro and regular communication with the Suva-based WASH 
Cluster partners.  
 
The last member of the UNDAC Team, a WASH and Environmental Health Expert, left RMI on 5 June completing 
the UNDAC mission.  
 

For further information, please contact: 

 

Greg Grimsich, Humanitarian Affairs Officer / Officer in Charge, grimsich@unocha.org Tel:+679 310 6760 Cell: (+679) 999 1689 

Bashir Balal, Information Management Officer, bashir.balal@ochapacific.org Tel:+679 310 6760  

 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/UNOCHAROP 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNOCHA_ROP 

 

For more information, please visit www.phtpacific.org, www.unocha.org/roap, www.reliefweb.int 


