
 

Pacific: Republic of the Marshall Islands Drought 
Situation Report No. 3 (as of 21 May 2013) 

 
 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by the OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific. It 
covers the period from 10 May to 21 May 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 29 May 2013. 

Highlights 

 The state of ‘drought’ disaster proclaimed by the 
President of the Republic of the Marshall Islands on 
8 May 2013 will remain in effect for 30 days from the 
proclamation date, unless reissued by the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands Cabinet. 

 Four clusters (Food Security, Health, Logistics and 
WASH) have been established to support 
coordination of the Emergency Operations Centre. 

 Strategic response plans have been developed by 
the Food Security, Health and WASH clusters. 

 Drought conditions persist in the northern Marshall 
Islands. Very dry weather is expected during the next 
few weeks in the northern atolls. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Situation Overview 
A state of ‘drought’ disaster remains in effect in the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI). 
 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) information statements issued on 14 May indicate that 
drought conditions persist in northern RMI, with very dry weather expected into June, especially over northern 
atolls (north of latitude 8 degrees). While temporary relief has been provided by recent trade-wind showers, drier 
than normal weather continues for most atolls. The severe drought conditions have damaged or destroyed 
agriculture on many islands of the northern atolls. In addition, deteriorating health is reported in many locations.  
 
The UNDAC Team which arrived on the 8 May continues to work in support of the Emergency Operations Center 
(EOC) established by the National Disaster Committee in the capital, Majuro. The EOC is the critical platform for 
coordination with key government entity representatives and cluster leads based in the center. International actors 
are actively coordinating with the EOC on all matters relating to the response. 
 
Four clusters (Health, Food Security, Logistics and WASH) have been established and government cluster leads 
have prepared specific response plans with support from the UNDAC Team. The draft cluster response plans 
include details of cluster objectives, response activities, outputs and basic costs to support coordinated and 
strategic cluster response and will be finalized this week.  
 
The RMI Government and international partners continue to respond to the drought situation. International support 
is being provided by partners including ADB, AusAID, FAO, IFRC, JICA, IOM, New Zealand Aid Programme, New 
Zealand Red Cross, SPC, UNICEF, OCHA and USAID/OFDA. 

 
. 

6 384 
People living in 13 drought 
affected atolls  



On May 14, 10 additional USAID/OFDA provided Reverse Osmosis (RO) units arrived in Majuro and are being 
prepared to deploy. These units are in addition to the 7 USAID/OFDA provided RO units already in Lib and Mejit 
islands and Ailuk, Lae, Likiep, Namu and Wotho atolls.  
 
An International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) Team Leader and a New Zealand Red Cross (NZRC) Relief 
Delegate arrived in Majuro on 16 May. Three NZRC personnel left from Majuro on 16 May to the outer island of 
Maloelap and Ailuk. They are working with IOM to install two RO units plus water-maker machines from IOM. 
 
A RMI Ministry of Health (MoH) boat departed on 19 May to provide a second relief shipment of medical supplies.  
 
The Asia Pacific Disaster Response Fund, supported by the Asian Development Bank (ABD), provided a cash 
grant of US$100,000 to the RMI Government to support immediate relief activities. OCHA provided the 
Government with an Emergency Cash Grant of US$50,000 to purchase relief items and support the logistical 
needs of the operation.  
 
Assessments 
 
Following the state of emergency declaration on 19 April, four assessment teams were deployed to the northern 
atolls by airplane and boat. Initial summary reports from these assessments were made available immediately 
while more detailed reports are being finalized by some teams. On 9 May, the RMI Government requested that the 
US Government (USG) conduct a preliminary damage assessment. The USG and RMI Government have deployed 
a team to verify the preliminary assessment data by the RMI Government and establish a basis for additional USG 
support.  

Humanitarian Response 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 Continued lack of water in the affected atolls. 

 Deployment of additional RO units. 

 Additional water tanks to households based on the Government standard of 2 x 1,500ltr water tank kits per 
household. 

 Standardization of water purification tablets and clear instructions for use. 
 

Response: 

 The draft WASH Response Plan was completed on 20 May. 

 An additional 10 USAID/OFDA-provided RO units capable of producing 350 gallons of safe drinking water 
daily arrived in Majuro on 14 May. These RO units are in addition to the units currently operating in Lib and 
Mejit islands and Ailuk, Lae, Likiep, Namu and Wotho atolls.  

 UNICEF arranged air-delivery of 10,000 sachets of Oral Rehydration Salts, two sets of New Emergency 
Health Kits (for 1,000 population each) and 1,000 WASH Kits on 15 May from Fiji. The supplies are in transit 
and are expected to reach Majuro by the end May. 

 UNICEF shared 10 key messages with radio scripts promoting good protection of food, nutrition and hygiene 
practices for families with the RMI Government. The messages focus on hygiene and sanitation such as 
hand washing, boiling water before drinking, keeping food safe and breastfeeding practices. 

 The RMI WASH Cluster is supported by several WASH and Environmental Health Specialists, including: 
o An UNDAC team member specialized in environmental health and WASH arrived in Majuro on 16 

May for an initial two-week period. 
o Three NZRC personnel arrived on the outer island of Maloelap (Ollet) and Ailuk (Enejeral) on 18 

and 19 May, respectively. They are working with IOM to install the two RO units plus water-maker 
machines from IOM.  

o A USAID/OFDA WASH specialist. 
o A Kiribati Red Cross Regional Disaster Response Team Member will arrive in Majuro on 23 May. 
o A UNICEF Emergency Coordination Specialist was deployed on 19 May to support the 

coordination of the WASH cluster.  
o UNICEF and IFRC are considering additional WASH support deployments. 

 

 



Gaps & Constraints: 

 Despite the availability of three assessment reports no detailed information is yet available for all the islands 
regarding the medium and long-term effects of the drought.  

Logistics 

Needs: 

 Due to the high cost of shipping assistance to the several affected atolls spread over a large area, technical 
and financial support for logistics is needed. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Transport to the islands is posing considerable logistical challenges. 

 Cost of transport to the outer islands is compromising access to reliable information and quality data. 
 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 Immediate and medium-term food security assistance. 

 Food rations. 

 Seedlings and seeds with tools for crop rehabilitation. 
 

Response: 

 The draft Food Security Response Plan was completed on 20 May.  

 Initial food rations have been provided on some islands. 

 A FAO Food Security Expert (PHT Food Security Cluster Coordinator) will be in Majuro from 19 to 24 May. 

 The Government of Japan/JICA will provide support for food rations. 
 

 Health and nutrition 

Needs: 

 Increased vulnerability to water borne diseases.  

 Increased cases of diarrhoea, gastritis, hepatitis and pink-eye infections. 

 Provision of health products (medical, pharmaceutical, puritabs) 

 Active surveillance. 

 Training of health care providers. 

Response: 

 The draft Health Response Plan was completed on 20 May.  

 WHO will deploy a surveillance expert to RMI from 21 to 30 May. The expert will provide technical support to 
RMI MoH and local authorities to set up a syndromic surveillance programme on infectious disease, 
malnutrition and early warning in the drought-affected atolls. 

 A UNICEF Nutrition Specialist is providing technical guidance to RMI MoH to ensure food supplies are 
nutritionally balanced and appropriate for infants and children. 

 50 Mid Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) tapes will be provided to RMI MoH by a WHO technical specialist. 
The MUAC tapes will be used for screening children for malnutrition by nurses in government health clinics. 

 Key nutrition guidelines and messages on the protection of nutrition of families, especially on donations of 
breast milk substitutes and appropriate complementary feeding will be shared by UNICEF with RMI MoH. 
Guidance on the content of the food assistance, and general ways of improving family diets will be shared by 
UNICEF with RMI MoH this week.  

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Some information on health and nutrition needs is available from the affected atolls however it needs to be 
consolidated and analyzed in greater detail. 



Background on the crisis 
 

Located just north of the equator in the Pacific Ocean, the Republic of the Marshall Islands is made up of 1,200 islands, islets and atolls with 

a land area of 180 square kilometers. On 19 April 2013, the Government of the Republic of Marshall Islands declared a state of emergency 

due to a severe drought conditions in the northern atolls/islands of the Republic. Following assessments of the affected atolls/islands, the 

Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands elevated the state of emergency to a state of ‘drought’ disaster on 8 May 2013. The 

state of ‘drought’ disaster remains in effect for a period of 30 days, unless renewed by the Republic of the Marshall Islands Cabinet.   

General Coordination 
The UNDAC Team has continued to work in support of the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) in Majuro. The 
EOC has been a key platform for coordination given that representatives of key government entities and cluster 
leads are based there. International actors are actively coordinating with the EOC on matters relating to the 
response.  
 
Four clusters (Food Security, Health, Logistics and WASH) have been established at the EOC. Four Government 
cluster leads have been appointed. The cluster leads finalized draft cluster response plans for Food Security, 
Health and WASH on 20 May, with support from the UNDAC Team. The cluster response plans include details of 
cluster objectives, response activities, outputs and basic costs to guide coordinated and strategic cluster response. 
 
The next RMI coordination meeting in Majuro is planned for 23 May. The purpose of the meeting is to update all 
humanitarian partners on the ongoing response coordination arrangements currently in place, and next steps.  
 
Meetings planned in Majuro this week include: 

 20 May – National Disaster Committee meeting 

 20 May – EPA meeting 

 21 May – Health Cluster meeting 

 21 May – WASH Cluster meeting 

 22 May – International Agencies meeting 

 23 May – General Coordination meeting 

 24 May – EOC Briefing 
 
The Pacific WASH cluster continues to meet, and held its second meeting on 17 May in Suva, Fiji.  
 
The next PHT Partners meeting will be held on 27 May at the UN OCHA Office in Suva, Fiji. The purpose of the 
meeting is to take stock of current international support and discuss medium term support to RMI as needed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact: 

 

Greg Grimsich, Humanitarian Affairs Officer / Officer in Charge, grimsich@unocha.orgTel:+679 310 6760 Cell: (+679) 999 1689 

Bashir Balal, Information Management Officer (based in Majuro, RMI), bashir.balal@ochapacific.org 

 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/UNOCHAROP 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNOCHA_ROP 

 

For more information, please visit www.phtpacific.org, www.unocha.org/roap, www.reliefweb.int 
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