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 Zika virus 
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 

The World Health Organization (WHO) presented a Strategic Response 

Framework and Joint Operations Plan for Zika on 15 February, seeking 

US$56 million for its implementation.  

The plan aims to halt the spread of the virus as well as the deformities and 

neurologic disorders that have been linked to Zika. WHO has allocated 

emergency funds to finance the initial operations included in the strategy. Of 

the amount requested, US$25 million will be for the Americas regional office, 

which assists countries throughout the continent, and $31 million for 

organizations working with directly with the virus.  The Operations Plan 

focuses on epidemiological surveillance, risk communication, care for those 

affected by associated complications such as Guillian Barre syndrome, vector 

control and research, including vaccines. Given the rapid spread of Zika, 

WHO declared an international health emergency on 1 February.  On 18 

February, the World Bank announced that it would make available US$150 

million to support Latin American and Caribbean countries affected by the 

Zika outbreak.  For more information on Zika visit: http://bit.ly/1Uyz70T 
Source: World Health Organization & World Bank. 

 
ZIKA: Army personnel fumigate areas that are likely to contain the Aedes aegypti mosquito in Santo Domingo. El 

Aedes aegypti mosquito transmits Zika, Dengue and Chikungunya. Response plans in the region center around 

eliminating mosquito breeding grounds, risk communication and treating cases. Photo: AFP. 

 

  

Highlights 
 ZIKA VIRUS: WHO presented a response 

plan for $56 million to support countries 
in their care for people affected by ZIKA. 
The plan focuses on surveillance, 
response, and research in order to 
prevent further transmission, informing 
people of the risks associated with the 
virus, and development of a vaccine. 
 

 EL NIÑO PHENOMENON: Four 
departments in Bolivia have declared a 
state of emergency for events associated 
with El Niño. Some 200,000 people are 
affected. The Director of Operations for 
OCHA, John Ging, urged the 
international community to maintain 
support for Latin American countries 
facing the devastating impacts of El Nino 
after his visit to Colombia, Guatemala, El 
Salvador, Panama and Haiti. 
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Select an icon/title for further information on the 

emergencies/alerts. 

 

http://bit.ly/1Uyz70T
http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 
through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

Zika virus (Cont…) 

EL SALVADOR 
The Ministry of Health reports that 207 women 

have suffered the Zika virus during their pregnancy. 

Of these, 29 gave birth without complications. 

From November 2015 to February 2016, 8,584 

suspected cases of Zika have been officially 

reported in the country. 
Source: Diario El Mundo and La Prensa Grafica. 

HONDURAS 
The President of Honduras in his capacity as head 

pro-tempore of the Central American Integration 

System (SICA), called to an extraordinary meeting 

of Health Ministers of Central America and 

Dominican Republic (COMISCA) to analyze the 

Regional Action Plan to combat Zika. The Ministry 

of Health reports 104 pregnant women who 

contracted the virus Zika. Honduras has invested 5 

million lempiras (US$221,000) in San Pedro Sula to 

reduce mosquito breeding sites.  
Source: La Prensa. 
 

El Niño Phenomenon 

BOLIVIA 

Official sources report 39,800 families (some 

200,000 people), 29,300 hectares of crops and 

10,800 heads of cattle affected by El Niño. 

Drought, hail and cold weather have affected the 

departments of Chuquisaca, Oruro, Cochabamba 

and Potosí. All four departments have issued a 

state of emergency. The most affected population 

is small farmers and llama breeders.  
Source: Government of Bolivia vía La Razón. 

VENEZUELA 

On 11 February, Venezuela’s National Assembly 

declared a “national food crises” due to a lack of 

stock in the country. The assembly asked FAO and 

UNICEF to send experts to assess the risks involved 

with the lack of food. Venezuela has been facing an 

acute food shortage for years, which, according to 

diverse surveys ranges between 50 and 60 per cent 

of basic products. Additionally, the country has the 

world’s highest inflation rate and people must wait 

in line for hours to buy basic products at regulated 

prices.  
Source: Venezuelan National Assembly vía BBC. 

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 

The Director of Operations for OCHA, John Ging, 

urged the international community to maintain 

support for Latin American countries facing the 

devastating impacts of El Nino, extreme poverty 

and political fragility. During his visit to Colombia, 

Guatemala, El Salvador, Panama and Haiti, he saw 

“the effects of one of the most severe El Nino 

climate events on record, making life in an already 

poor and fragile region even more precarious” and 

asked to “find ways to support this region to build 

durable solutions”. 
Source: OCHA. 

Heavy Rains & floods 

ARGENTINA 

On 19 February, Argentina declared an agricultural 

emergency in six provinces for heavy rains that 

flooded agriculture and cattle fields. The 

declaration will support producers in the region 

affected by the floods. Official sources state that in 

Cordoba, one the country’s main producing 

provinces, the emergency measures are extended 

to include grain producers whose crops have been 

affected by continuous rain during the 2015/2016 

farming cycle.   
Source: Government of Argentina vía Reuters. 
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