
	

	

	

			REDLAC	
									LATIN	AMERICA	AND	THE	CARIBBEAN	
									WEEKLY	NOTE	ON	EMERGENCY	

	 					 	

			30	NOVEMBER	2015	-	YEAR	8	–	VOLUME	431	 			 																																																Prepared	by:		 	
	

FOTO	

	Rains & Floods	
PARAGUAY		
1,500	 families	 (7,500	 people)	 have	 been	 evacuated	 in	 Asuncion	 by	 the	
overflow	of	Paraguay	river,	which	has	now	reached	5.97	meters	(1.17	meters	
more	than	last	week)	and	flooded	slums	located	near	the	river.		
57	emergency	shelters	have	been	set	up	for	the	majority	of	affected	people;	
others	have	preferred	to	move	to	relatives	or	friend’s	houses.	
National	Emergency	Secretariat	(SEN	for	its	acronym	in	Spanish)	attributed	
this	floods	to	the	El	Niño	phenomenon,	mainly	in	the	basin	of	the	Paraguay	
river,	as	well	as	to	water	discharges	made	four	days	ago	on	the	Parana	river	
by	Yacyreta	and	Itaipu	dams.	
Flooding	of	the	Paraguay	river	passing	through	Asuncion	occurs	periodically	
since	 nearly	 16	 years.	 The	 floods	 of	 higher	 magnitude	 occurred	 in	 2014,	
when	 the	 river	 exceeded	 7	 meters	 high	 in	 the	 capital	 affecting	 200,000	
people	nationwide.		
In	 addition	 to	 the	 situation	 in	 Asuncion,	 1,800	 families	 (9,000	 people)	
located	in	the	Central	Department	were	affected	by	a	thunderstorm.	
Source:	National	Emergency	Secretariat.	

 
PARAGUAY: 	7,500 people are affected by the flooding of the Paraguay river that has impacted the capital, Asuncion.	
National authorities are monitoring the situation.	 In 2014 about 200,000 people were affected by the same kind of 
emergency. Picture: AVN. 

Highlights 
• RAINS	 &	 FLOODS:	 7,500	 people	 are	

affected	 in	 the	 capital	 of	 Paraguay	 due	
to	the	overflow	of	Paraguay	River.	9,000	
people	 located	 in	 the	 Central	
Department	 of	 the	 country	 are	 also	
affected	by	a	thunderstorm.		
	

• EL	 NIÑO	 PHENOMENON:	 In	 Bolivia,	
40,000	 people	 are	 affected	 by	 floods,	
hail	and	drought,	all	attributed	to	the	El	
Nino	 phenomenon.	 National	 authorities	
have	 authorized	US	$	 21	million	 for	 the	
emergency	response.	

	
• ZIKA	 VIRUS:	 The	 Ministry	 of	 Health	 of	

Panama	 is	 doing	 a	 research	 on	 at	 least	
65	 suspected	 cases	 of	 Zika	 virus.	 Nine	
countries	 in	 the	 region	 had	 confirmed	
the	 presence	 of	 the	 virus	 so	 far.	
PAHO/WHO	 has	 issued	 an	
Epidemiological	Alert.	
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Seleccionar un icono para entrar en el sitio especializado de 

seguimiento a las emergencias, por su clasificación. 
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This	note	is	compiled	for	The	Risk	Emergency	Disaster	Working	Group	for	Latin	America	and	the	Caribbean	(REDLAC)	by	the	OCHA	Regional	Office	
through	disaster	monitoring	and	input	from	our	Regional	Humanitarian	partners.	This	note	summarizes	key	facts	and	actions	reported	by	the	Sources	
indicated.	Activities	carried	out	in	affected	countries	are	not	limited	to	the	ones	reported	here.	Please	check	with	Sources	for	further	information.	For	

input,	feedback	and	suggestions	send	us	an	email	to	ocha-rolac@un.org	

 

Rains & Floods		
PERU	
As	 a	 result	 of	 the	 heavy	 rains	 and	 floods	 in	 the	
department	 of	 San	 Martin,	 the	 National	
Emergency	 Operations	 Center	 (EOC)	 reported	
that	 there	 are	 9,607	 people	 affected	 and	 1,323	
people	have	lost	their	houses.		
About	 300	 houses	 were	 destroyed	 or	 became	
uninhabitable.	Local	authorities	are	responding	to	
the	 emergency	 with	 the	 support	 of	 the	 National	
Civil	Defense	Institute	(INDECI).	
Source:	INDECI	via	Radio	Programas	de	Perú.	

	
HONDURAS	
127	 families	 (700	 people)	 in	 the	municipalities	 of	
Arizona	 and	 Tela	 (Atlantida	 Department)	 were	
evacuated	 to	 safe	 places	 due	 to	 flooding	 during	
the	weekend.		
Rescue	 teams	 of	 the	 Permanent	 Commission	 of	
Contingencies	 (COPECO	 by	 its	 acronym	 in	
Spanish),	 assisted	by	other	groups,	have	 traveled	
to	 the	 affected	 areas	 to	 distribute	 humanitarian	
assistance	and	conduct	the	assessments.	
Source:	Permanent	Commission	of	Contingencies	via	La	Prensa.	
	
	

El Niño	

BOLIVIA	
8,000	families	(40,000	people)	are	affected	by	the	
effects	of	El	Niño	in	six	departments,	according	to	
official	 reports.	 The	 most	 affected	 departments	
are	Chuquisaca	and	Beni.	
Chuquisaca	 is	 in	 Emergency	 State	 due	 to	 crop	
losses	 by	 drought	 and	 hail.	 At	 the	 same	 time	 in	
Beni,	 rivers	 water	 rise	 due	 to	 rainfall	 and	 forced	
regional	authorities	to	declare	the	Alert.	
The	 government	 has	 authorized	 $149	 million	

Bolivianos	 (approximately	 US$21	 million)	 for	
emergency	response.	
Source:	Vice	Ministry	of	Civil	Defense	via	El	Deber	BO.	
	

Epidemics -virus Zika- 
The	 Ministry	 of	 Health	 of	 Panama	 is	 doing	 a	
research	on	at	 least	65	suspected	cases	of	Zika	 in	
Guna	 Yala	 (Northeast	 of	 the	 country).	 The	
authorities	 have	 already	 confirmed	 three	positive	
cases	of	Zika	in	the	country.	
The	World	Health	Organization	 (WHO)	 issued	 an	
Epidemiological	 Alert	 warning	 about	 the	 virus	 in	
the	Americas.	
According	 to	 the	 alert	 nine	 countries	 had	
confirmed	 the	 presence	 of	 the	 Zika	 virus	 until	
Tuesday,	 1	 December:	 Brazil,	 Chile,	 Colombia,	 El	
Salvador,	 Guatemala,	 Mexico,	 Paraguay,	
Suriname	and	Venezuela.	
The	 Pan	 American	 Health	 Organization	
(PAHO/WHO)	 has	 confirmed	 the	 hypothesis	 that	
there	may	be	a	relationship	between	the	virus	Zika	
and	cases	of	microcephaly,	 so	 they	 issued	a	 serie	
of	recommendations	to	the	health	authorities.	
PAHO/WHO	urged	countries	where	 the	mosquito	
Aedes	aegypti	circulates	to	implement	an	effective	
strategy	to	control	the	vector.	
Once	the	Zika	virus	is	detected	in	an	area,	the	alert	
recommends	 epidemiological	 surveillance	 to	
prevent	its	spread.	
The	 Zika	 virus	 was	 first	 isolated	 in	 1947	 in	 Zika	
Forest	(Uganda)	during	a	study	of	the	transmission	
of	yellow	fever.		
Source:	 United	 Nations	 &	 Ministry	 of	 Health	 in	 	 Panama	 via	 La	
Estrella.		
	


