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Earthquake 

CHILE 
As a result of the 8.4 earthquake that struck the country on September 16, 13 

people died and 11 were injured; 51 people remain in shelters; 3,606 were 

affected; 435 houses were destroyed; 746 houses are uninhabitable with severe 

damage and 2,321 with minor damages; 1,183 customers are without power and 

2,400 without drinking water. 
The earthquake occurred between the regions of Atacama and La Araucanía, 

with the maximum intensity perceived in the region of Coquimbo. The 

authorities requested the evacuation of the entire coastline after issuing a 

tsunami warning; this alert was lifted hours later. About 1 million people were 

evacuated. The government declared State of Constitutional Emergency for the 

affected region and is responding to the emergency. 
Source: National Office of Emergency of the Interior Ministry (ONEMI) 

CHILE: Around 3,600 people were affected by the 8.4 magnitude earthquake. Although the earthquake did 
not generate a large tsunami, several coastal cities and ports were hit by waves of up to 500 meters. ©T13. 
 

Drought and Food Security 
GUATEMALA 
Preliminary data from the nutritional assessment carried out by the World Food 

Programme, UNICEF and other members of the Humanitarian Country Team 

identified about 333 cases of moderate-acute malnutrition, 43 cases of severe-

acute malnutrition and 1,591 children at risk of malnutrition. If this trend 

continues, a total number of 3,000 children could be at risk of malnutrition. The 

number of affected families has increased by 7,000 compared to 2014.  
Source: UNICEF, WFP, AAH, Doctors of the World,  Plan International and CENACIDE. 

 

 

Highlights 
 EARTHQUAKE: Northern Chile was hit by 

an 8.4 magnitude earthquake, the largest 
recorded in 2015. 13 people died and more 
than 3,600 people were affected. 

 DROUGHT & FOOD INSECURITY: The El 
Niño phenomenon continues to intensify 
its effects of drought in the region. In 
Colombia, fire burned 77,300 hectares of 
forest and grassland. In Guatemala, the 
number of affected families has increased 
by 7,000 compared to 2014. 

 RAINS & FLOODS: Guatemala is affected 
both by drought and floods. Around 753 
people have been affected by floods in the 
country. In Panama, authorities relocated 
90 families and their houses were declared 
uninhabitable, and are being demolished. 
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Select an icon to veiw a specialized site to follow the 

emergencies. 

 

http://redhum.org/emergencia/
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 
through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

 

 

Drought and Food Security 

(cont…) 

COLOMBIA 

Severe drought and increased forest fires in the 

country exacerbate the crisis in seven of the 20 

affected departments; there have been reports of 

shortage of water and food in some of them. 

During 2015, 3,421 forest fires were recorded, that 

have destroyed 77,300 hectares of dry forest and 

grassland, 600 of them corresponded to crops of 

coffee, cocoa and sugar cane. 

Affected areas from forest fires also reported a 

reduction in the level of the water reservoirs, 

thousands of hectares of destroyed forest and 

dozens of families were evacuated due to the 

proximity of the flames to their houses.  

These have been the worst forest fires in 15 years. 

Colombia is one of the countries affected by the El 

Niño phenomenon.  
 

Source: Colombian Authorities via RCN Radio & Revista Vanguardia. 

 

 

Humanitarian Situation 

COLOMBIA 

The number of Colombians deported from 

Venezuela through the North of Santander, 

Arauca, La Guajira and Vichada reached 1,608. It is 

estimated that a total of 19,686 people have 

returned to their country of origin (Colombia). 

In the towns of Cúcuta and Villa del Rosario (North 

of Santander), 2,466 people remain in 17 shelters 

and hotels. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) 

supported at least 2,750 Colombians to return to 

Colombia (as of September 15). 

On September 15, the President of Venezuela 

announced that the state of emergency was 

extended to 10 municipalities of the provinces of 

Zulia and Apure. 

There is still no information available on the impact 

that this announcement might have on the 

movement of people to Colombia. 
 

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

Rains and Floods 

PANAMA 

National authorities reported 3,193 affected people 

and 735 houses damaged in the east sector of the 

Capital, Panama City.  

Around 90 houses located at risk areas are being 

demolished and their owners relocated. 
 

Source: Government of Panama. 

 

GUATEMALA 

After the heavy rains of the last days, institutions of 

the National Coordination for Disaster Reduction 

(CONRED for its acronym in Spanish) are assisting 

743 people in eight shelters located in the 

departments of Guatemala, Izabal and Jutiapa.  
 

Source: National Coordinator for DIsaster Reduction. 
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