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Hurricane season 

TORMENTA STORM ERIKA 

Tropical Storm Erika left 20 people dead in Dominica and at least one 

fatality in Haiti. The system disintegrated on Saturday 29 August over 

the eastern part of Cuba. Floods were also reported in Puerto Rico and 

the Dominican Republic. 

 

DOMINICA 

At least 20 people are dead and several are missing after Tropical Storm 

Erika brought heavy rainfall. Authorities continue to assess damages and 

report 574 people homeless, 300 evacuated and 267 in shelters. ECHO 

reports that up to 20,000 people could be affected. In a press conference, 

the Prime Minister declared that the effects of the storm could represent 

a setback of up to two decades for the country. National authorities have 

requested support from the international community. Many countries, 

donors and humanitarian agencies have sent assistance. There was 

significant impact on infrastructure including bridges, roads and the 

airport.   
Source: Caribbean Disaster Emegency Management Agency (CDEMA) & ECHO. 

 
Dominica: Tropical Storm Erika affected the island of Dominica. At least 20 people are dead. Authorities 
continue to assess damages are recieveing bilateral assistance. Source BBC. 

 

Highlights 
 HURRICANE SYSTEM: The fifth 

hurricane of the season caused damages 
in Dominica, Puerto Rico, the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti. At least 20 people 
died in Dominica. 

 DROUGHT: The Central American 
Agriculture Council (CAC) declared an 
agricultural emergency for Central 
America and Dominican Republic to 
assist 1.6 million people affected. 

 MIGRATION: Around 1,088 Colombian 
have been deported or repatriated from 
Venezuela since the beginning of the 
border crises. It is expected that many 
more people have migrated through 
uncontrolled borders.  

Monitoring 

 
Drought in Central 
America and the 
Caribbean. 

 

Hurricane Season  

  
Weekly stats 

 

20,000  
People affected in 
Dominica by Erika 
(ECHO). 

 

1.6  
Million people 
affected by drought. 

Alerta temprana 

    
Seleccionar un icono para entrar en el sitio especializado de 

seguimiento a las emergencias, por su clasificación. 

 

http://redhum.org/emergencia/
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 
through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 
 

 
Hurricane Season 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Authorities report 7,345 people displaced to 

homes of families and friends and 823 houses 

damaged. About 201 people have sought refuge in 

official shelters. The Emergency Operations 

Center reports that people are returning to their 

homes and authorities are responding to the 

situation. 
Source: Emergency Operations Center. 

 

Drought 

CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE 

CARIBBEAN 

In the Central American Agricultural Council 

(CAC), Central American countries and the 

Dominican Republic agreed to declare an 

agricultural alert with the goal of providing 

assistance to 1.6 million people affected by 

drought, which is a product of the El Niño 

phenomenon. The alert was adopted by 

agriculture ministers who met to analyze the 

impact of climate change on agricultural 

production and development in the region. The 

CAC warns that the irregular rainfall in the last 

months caused by El Niño is expected to continue 

through the second rainy season (September to 

November). Central American countries have been 

facing drought since 2013, which has had a 

significant impact on the dry corridor that runs 

parallel to the Pacific coast from Guatemala to 

Panama. 
Source: Central American Agriculture Council. 

Migration 

COLOMBIA 
Since 22 August, 1.088 Colombians have been 

deported or repatriated in the northern part of the 

Santander department after the border closure 

and declaration of a Constitutional State of 

Exception in six municipalities in the State of 

Táchira in the Republic of Venezuela. The 

Colombian Red Cross estimates that an additional 

4,260 people have returned to Colombia on their 

own given this situation. Of the 1,088 people 

returned, 929 people are living in six official 

shelters in the municipalities of Cúcuta and Villa 

del Rosario and 369 have returned to their city of 

origin in Colombia. The challenge remains on how 

to assist families that have returned on their own 

and do not appear in any official registry. Within 

the population that has returned there are cases of 

Colombians who sought refugee status in 

Venezuela. A plan to assist this population is being 

designed by a working group led by the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of the Interior and 

supported by the Protection Working Group in 

Northern Santander.  
Source: OCHA Colombia. 
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