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Earthquakes  

PANAMA 
   

Several earthquakes, of up to 6.4 on the Richter scale, occurred in the 

Pacific although no victims or damages have been reported. The 

earthquakes and replicas were felt throughout the Chiriqui province, 

where the provincial Emergency Operations Centre was opened to 

monitor the situation. Chiriqui’s Regional Hospital was evacuated, 

however the director of provincial SINAPROC reports that no structural 

damage occurred.  
Source: La Prensa  

 

GUATEMALA 
   

On 8 December, the National Institute of Seismology, Volcanology, 

Meteorology and Hydrology reported more than 14 smaller quakes 

(between 3.8 and 5.6 on the Richter scale). The epicentre of the 

strongest earthquake was in southern Mexico, about 68 kilometre west 

of the boarder at a depth of 10 km. No victims or damages were 

reported.  
Source: Prensa Libre. 

 

COSTA RICA 
   

A 6.0 (Richter) earthquake with an epicentre 65 km south of the Laurel 

community in Puntarenas province was registered by the National 

Seismic Network. Costa Rican authorities report no material damages 

or people affected.  
Source: Últimas Noticias. 

 

 

    
Local media reported minor damage after the earthquakes in Panama, Costa Rica and Guatemala. 

©Images: INSIVUMEH and La Prensa. 

 

Highlights 
 EARTHQUAKES: Strong earthquakes 

shook Panama, Costa Rica and Guatemala 
without causing victims or major damages. 
National authorities continue assessing the 
situation in these countries.   

 RAINS: The rise of the Chapare River in 
Bolivia has affected at least 2,000 people 
and damaged crops in the Chimoré 
municipality.  

 TYPHOON IN PHIPILLINES: At least 23 are 
dead and more than a million evacuated 
after Typhoon Hagupit (Ruby as referred to 
by local authorities). 

 HUMANITARIAN APPEAL: The UN 
launched an appeal for more than 16 billion 
dollars to assist 57 million people in 2015  
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2,000 
People affected by 
rain in Bolivia 

 

16,400 
Million dollars 
needed by the UN 
to provide 
assistance in 2015   

Early Warning 

    
Select the icon to enter the specialized site to follow-up on an 

emergency, by classification. 
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 

through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

 

Rains and floods 

BOLIVIA 

 

 

   

The rising of the Chapare River affected at least 

2,000 people and damaged banana, rice and citric 

crops in the Chimoré municipality. Farmers in the 

area not only lost their crops but are trapped in 

flooded areas. Local authorities continue to rescue 

families although efforts are hampered due to the 

two metre rise in the river.  

 

The mayor of Villa Tunari reported that authorities 

are also searching for two people (a four-year-old 

child and a 57 year-old adult), who disappeared after 

a boat capsized in the Isiboro Sécure River. 
Source: Opinión. 

 

------------------------------- 

Typhoon Ruby 

PHILIPPINES - GLOBAL 

At least 23 people have died and more than a million 

have been evacuated after Typhoon Hagupit (Ruby 

as referred to by local authorities) in the Philippines. 

Hagupit brought sustained winds of  140 kilometers 

per hour and gusts of up to 170. which caused 

extensive flooding and significant damage to 

infrastructure.  

The Philippine Red Cross reports that most of the 

deceased drown with the rising of the water in 

Borongan, the main area in Western Samar, where 

Typhoon Hagupit touched land for the first time.   

The Philippine Meteoriological Agency forecasts 

the typhoon to head west-northwest towards the 

China sea and away from the Philippines on 

Tuesday 09 or Wednesday 10 December.  

Source: 20 minutos y El País. 

 

Migration 

GLOBAL 

 

 

   

The UN launched an appeal to the international 

community for 16.4 billion dollars to provide 

humanitarian assistance to 57 million people in 

2015. In the launch in Geneva, the UN signaled the  

substantial increase in number of people affected in 

2014 due to  conflicts and desplacement and these 

people need humanitarian assitance to survive.  

 

The United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator, 

Valerie Amos, signaled the crises in  Central African 

Republic, Iraq, South Sudan and Syria, which will 

remain priorities in the humanitarian agenda in the 

next year, and explained that 70 per cent of the 

funds will go to help people in these and 

surrounding countries.  
Source: United Nations. 
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