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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office through disaster 
monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the sources indicated. Activities carried out in 
affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to 
ocha-rolac@un.org 
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RAINS & FLOODS 

GUATEMALA: Last week, heavy rains affected a 

community in the department of Quiche affecting 

110 people and damaging 20 houses. In the first 

week of May, about 6,910 people were affected 

by natural disasters throughout the country.  

Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction.  

 

 

Guatemala: In early May nearly 7,000 people were affected 
by natural disasters. ©CONRED. 

 

COLOMBIA: Nearly 900 families have been 

affected by floods and landslides. In the 

department of Arauca (Venezuelan border) about 

200 people were affected.  In the north-east 300 

families are at risk (north of the department of 

Santander) and a municipality is on orange alert 

due as 3 rivers have risen and reached populated 

areas. In Antioquia (northwest) at least 475 

families (1,100 people) were affected by the 

floods in 3 municipalities, where landslides have 

created roadblocks and killed livestock – about 50 

families were temporarily relocated to hotels or 

houses of families and friends while their houses 

are assessed.  

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

VENEZUELA: Some 3,280 people were affected 

by the first rains in the state of Aragua. More than 

120 people (about 30 families) relocated to 

temporary emergency shelters.  

Source: Aragua state government via El Universal. 

 

WILDFIRES 

COSTA RICA: Authorities report the worst 

wildfire season in 11 years, with more than 140 

fires between January and May. More than 3,400 

hectares have been damaged and this is expected 

to increase as the dry season will continue for 

another three weeks. Wildfires have mainly 

affected protected areas and natural reserves.  

Source: Ministry of the Environment and Energy.  

HIGHLIGHTS:   

 GUATEMALA: 6,910 people affected by natural disasters in first part of May.  

 ECUADOR & MEXICO: Alert for increase in activity in Tungurahua and Popocatepetl Volcanoes.  

 COSTA RICA & COLOMBIA: Dengue increase - 6,150 cases in Costa Rica and 664,000 in Colombia. 
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DROUGHT & FOOD 

INSECURITY 

PANAMA: Authorities declared a national state of 

emergency for drought. As damages to 

agriculture and livestock is running into millions, 

the Government allocated US$3 million for 

affected farmers and breeders to improve their 

quality of life. The government is implementing 

energy saving measures as the country’s main 

hydroelectric reservoirs and power plants are at 

their lowest capacities.  

Source: Government of Panama via Prensa Latina. 

 

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY  

ECUADOR: The Tungurahua Volcano remains in 

moderate activity. At the end of last week there 

were 30 explosions and over 50 small 

earthquakes, in addition to ash and gas 

emissions. Authorities delivered 3,000 masks to 

the residents in areas near the volcano as a 

preventive measure to ash falling.  

Source: Government of Ecuador via El Comercio. 

 

MEXICO: Authorities are on alert due to an 

increase in activity in the Popocatepetl Volcano. 

The states of Mexico, Puebla, Tlaxcala and 

Morelos have activated the Popocatepetl plan, 

which includes preparing shelters and providing 

warnings to populations in areas near the 

volcano.  

Source: Secretary of Government National Coordination of 

Civil Protection via La Jornada. 

 

 

EPIDEMICS 

COSTA RICA – DENGUE: Dengue cases have 

increased by at least 250 per cent compared to 

the first four months of 2012.  Between January 

and April, 6,150 cases of dengue have been 

reported. The canton of Pococi, in the province of 

Limon is the most affected. Hemorrhagic dengue 

cases have considerably decreased this year, with 

only eight cases reported. One death from 

hemorrhagic dengue was reported in 2012.  

Source: Ministry of Health via La Prensa Libre.  

 


