
 

 
 

 

   REDLAC 
         LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 
         WEEKLY NOTE ON EMERGENCIES 

       

JANUARY 12 2015 - YEAR 8 – VOLUME 388                                                 Prepared by:       

FOTO 

Intense rains  

BOLIVIA    

Heavy rains have caused flooding and landslides that have damaged 

infrastructure and crops in the capital and in several communities of the 

country. Rising levels of several rivers also threaten to cause new 

emergencies. Residents of two communities in the Uncia municipality 

were isolated after the river destroyed part of a bridge under 

construction. 

Local authorities are monitoring the situation and responding to 

requests for assistance from the population. 

The National Service of Meteorology and Hydrology reports that storms 

are likely to continue until next Tuesday. 
Sources: La Razon, Pagina Siete and El Deber. 

 

     
The La Paz mayor´s office responded to 28 emergencies caused by rains, including floods and cleaning 

sewers. © Pagina Siete (archivo) and El Deber. 
 

ARGENTINA    

More than 500 people were evacuated in the towns of Saint Lucia and 

Perugorria due to the rising of the Parana and Corriente Rivers. 

Volunteer firefighters are distributing 100 food kits and other basic 

supplies provided by the Ministry of Social Development. 
Source: TELAM. 

  

Highlights 
 INTENSE RAINS: Heavy rains have 

caused flooding and landslides that 
damaged infrastructure and crops in the 
capital of Bolivia and in several 
communities throughout the country. 
 

 UN SECRETARY-GENERAL VISIT: Ban 
Ki-moon is in Honduras and El Salvador 
this week where to discuss issues of 
migration and violence, among other 
topics. 

 

 ANNIVERSARY OF EARTHQUAKE: 
January 12 marks the fifth anniversary of 
the 7.0 magnitude earthquake that 
devastated Haiti. 

Monitoring 

 

Chikungunya 

 

Weekly Stats 

 

500 
People evacuated 
in Argentina from 
overflowing 
rivers 

 

5 
Year anniversary 
of the 7.0 
magnitude 
earthquake that 
devastated Haiti 

Early warning 

    
Select the icon to enter the specialized site to follow-up on an 

emergency, by classification 

 



 

 

 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 

through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

  

Floods (cont.) 

URUGUAY  

The Uruguay River has risen above the flooding 

mark, which means that houses are at risk of being 

flooded. The National Emergency System is 

evacuating families at risk and coordinating 

response actions. 

 

The Uruguayan Institute of Meteorology (INUMET) 

has issued a yellow level warning for intense storms 

and heavy rains in eight departments (Artigas, 

Salto, Rivera, Tacuarembo, Cerro Largo, Treinta y 

Tres, Durazno and Paysandu). 
Source: La República. 

 

UN Secretary-General 
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HONDURAS AND EL SALVADOR 

 

 

   

The UN Secretary - General, Ban Ki-moon, is visiting 

Honduras and El Salvador this week. In Tegucigalpa 

he will meet with the President, senior officials and 

representatives of civil society.  In El Salvador, he 

will attend the 23 anniversary of the signing of the 

Peace Accords that ended the country’s 12-year 

conflict. 

 

His agenda also includes attending a joint program 

on reducing violence and a meeting with the 

National Commissioner of Human Rights in 

Honduras where various issues will be addressed -

such as the situation of migrants deported from the 

United States. 
Sources: United Nations and El Heraldo. 

 

 

Anniversary of 
Earthquake 

HAITI 

 

 

   

January 12 marks the fifth anniversary of the 7.0 

magnitude earthquake that devastated Haiti. More 

than 230,000 people lost their lives, some 300,000 

people were injured and 2.3 million lost their homes. 

 

The destruction was massive and rebuilding 

activities take time, however, Action Against 

Hunger reports that the situation is gradually 

improving. 

 

The WFP Representative in Haiti highlights the need 

to maintain the momentum to make Haiti resilient 

to new disasters. 

"Chronic poverty and inequality, environmental 

degradation and the continuing political 

uncertainty threaten the gains that Haitians have 

achieved in the last five years," she said. 

 

Plan International echoes the sentiment and the 

need for continued investment in the country, 

especially in children and young people, which is 

essential to break the cycle of disaster vulnerability 

and poverty. 
Sources: WFP, Plan International and Action against Hunger. 

mailto:ocha-rolac@un.org

