
Weekly Note on Emergencies 

 1 
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Latin America & the Caribbean  

 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office through disaster 
monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources indicated. Activities carried out in 
affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to 
ocha-rolac@un.org 
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EPIDEMIC 

MEXICO – CHOLERA. Some 79 cholera cases 

were reported in Mexico, mostly in the state of 

Hidalgo (77).  Authorities report that the cases 

are not associated to recent emergencies caused 

by storms Manuel and Ingrid. Other countries are 

on alert: Guatemala issued a sanitary alert in four 

departments bordering Mexico, although no cases 

have been reported. There is an acute diarrhea 

outbreak in Nicaragua and the Government is 

strengthening epidemiological surveillance at its 

borders. Cholera is an endemic disease that 

affected Mexico and Central America in the 

1990s, which causes severe diarrhea, nausea, 

vomiting, abdominal pain and rapid dehydration.  

Source: Health Secretariat of Mexico via Terra.  

 

DROUGHT 

PARAGUAY: The National Emergency Secretariat 

(SEN) presented their plan to assist communities 

affected by drought. Authorities seek to distribute 

1,600 liters of potable drinkable water per day 

and 15,000 food packages per month to affected 

families. Each package will contains 47 kilograms 

of food. SEN members will meet with local 

authorities from the affected areas to coordinate 

joint prevention efforts, which includes activating 

a water desalination plant and improving sewage 

systems, as drought in Paraguay is cyclical.  

Source: National Emergency Secretariat.  

 

 

Paraguay: The National Emergency Secretariat announced their 
response plan to drought. It focuses on safe water and food 
distribution.  ©EFE. 

 

BOLIVIA: On 19 June 2013, the government 

declared a national emergency in five 

departments affected by drought: La Paz, 

Cochabamba, Tarija, Santa Cruz and Chuquisaca. 

The Chaco area and the southern zone of 

Cochabamba are the most affected areas. 

Authorities report that some 61,282 families have 

been affected (306,410 people) in 66 

municipalities (near 20% of all municipalities in 

HIGHLIGHTS:   
 MEXICO: Some 79 cholera cases have been reported in the country. Central American countries are on alert.  

 BOLIVIA: 306,410 people affected by drought. A CERF request is being drafted.   

 PARAGUAY: Authorities hope to deliver 1,600 liters of water and 15,000 food packages for people affected by drought.  
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the country).  At the end of July, an inter-

institutional assessment was carried out, led by 

the Civil Defense Vice-Ministry (VIDECI) and 

departmental authorities of Santa Cruz, 

Cochabamba, Chuquisaca and Tarija, with the 

participation of the United Nations and 

humanitarian partners. National and 

departmental governments responding with their 

emergency response funds. A United Nations 

Central Emergency Response Fund is under way.  

Source: United Nations System. 

 

 

Source: Redhum 

 

FOOD INSECURITY 

PERU: Authorities have declared a state of 

emergency in the coffee producing areas in 11 

departments (Amazonas, Ayacucho, Cajamarca, 

Cusco, Huanuco, Junin, Pasco, Puno, San Martin, 

Ucayali and Piura) due to coffee rust.  Coffee rust 

has caused major losses in coffee crops in Central 

American and Dominican Republic.  

Source: Government of Peru via Andina.  

 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: Coffee producers from 

different areas of the country have reported 

losses of 200,000 quintals of coffee due to coffee 

rust, which is estimated at 1,500 million 

Dominican pesos (about US$35.4 million).  

Source: Hoy Digital. 

 

RAINS - FLOODS 

PANAMA: About 385 people and 104 houses 

have been affected by floods in the city of 

Panama, mainly in the capital and surrounding 

areas. The National Civil Protection is monitoring 

river levels and local authorities are assisting 

affected people.  

Source: National Civil Protection.  

 

CORRIGENDUM: Bulletin issue 326:  

Instead of BOLIVIA: 4,690 people affected, was 

the number of affected people by a 6.9 degree 

earthquake in the department of Arequipa, It 

should have said PERU: 4,690 people affected as 

a result of the 6.9 degree earthquake in the 

department of Arequipa.  


