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     REDLAC Weekly Note on Emergencies 

Latin America & the Caribbean  

 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office through disaster 
monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources indicated. Activities carried out in 
affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to 
ocha-rolac@un.org 
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DENGUE OUTBREAK 

CENTRAL AMERICA: DENGUE. At least 

51,000 confirmed cases of dengue were 

registered in the Central American region in 

2013, which represents an increase of 85% 

compared to the same period last year. 

Because of this, PAHO-WHO issued a health 

alert for Central America, Mexico and the 

Caribbean. Honduras, Costa Rica, Nicaragua 

and El Salvador issued alerts.  In Guatemala 

and Panamá, local authorities are following 

up on this issue, since it is easily propagated 

during the end of the rainy season.  

Source: ECHO. 

 

HONDURAS: DENGUE. Different levels of 

dengue alerts (red, yellow and green) were 

issued in 112 of the 298 municipalities. There 

are 9,344 cases confirmed, of which 1,558 

are cases of severe dengue, and 11 deaths 

were reported.  According to the Health 

Secretariat, the disease is within the limits of 

treatment, despite the fact that the number 

of cases will increase in the coming weeks.  

 

 

WHO, Red Cross, World Vision, Ayuda en 

Acción, Children’s Fund and Médicos del 

Mundo continue their support actions.  The 

Humanitarian network is monitoring the 

situation.  PAHO supplied USD 42,000 

consisting of 37,000 units of serum (dosage: 

500cc – 1000cc), and 7, 400 catheters. IFRC 

allotted approximately USD 169,000 (CHF 

162,996) of the USD 429,000.00 to be 

executed by the Honduran Red Cross for the 

attention of 10,000 families (50,000 people). 

On 21 de June PAHO issued a sanitary alert in Central 
America due to the increment of cases of dengue fever. 
Photo: El Tiempo Honduras © 

HIGHLIGHTS:   

 AMÉRICA CENTRAL: Dengue alarms the region. 51.000 confirmed cases in 2013. 

 PERÚ: A 5.7 earthquake in Arequipa left more than 1,120 people affected. 

 BOLIVIA: Around 3,000 families were affected by the drought in the El Chaco region. 
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Source: Humanitarian Network. 

 

EARTHQUAKE 

PERÚ: On 16 Jul, a 5.7 earthquake shook the 

Department of Arequipa. It affected the 

provinces of Caylloma and Castilla, leaving a 

total of 1,128 people affected, of which 464 

are in needs, 118 houses destroyed and 166 

partially damaged. On 18 July, a 60-day(1) 

emergency was declared in the four districts 

affected. The Geophysical Institute of Peru 

reports at least 1,500 aftershocks in this 

zone. (2) 

Source: (1) INDECI, (2) Geophysical Institute of Peru. 

 

RAINS – FLOODS  

SOUTHERN CONE: Intense rains left more 

than 8 deaths in Argentina, Uruguay and 

Paraguay.  

Argentina: The most affected areas were the 

coastline of Rio de la Plata and the Northern 

part of the country. In Uruguay, the National 

Directorate of Meteorology issued a red alert 

of extreme risk for the Southern and Eastern 

regions of Uruguay. In Paraguay the most 

affected zones were Asunción, the Central 

department Itapuá, Misiones, Ñeembucú, 

Guaira and Caazapá. 

 Deaths Total Affected (people) Evacuated 

Argentina 1   

Uruguay 2 462 462 

Paraguay 5 12,500   
Source: Redhum vía El País. 

 

COLOMBIA: On 8 July, the intense rains 

caused floods that affected approximately 

12,330 people (according to a preliminary 

census, 2,466 families and 93 houses were 

affected,) in Putumayo, boarder with 

Ecuador, in the Southern part of the country, 

in four municipalities of the department: 

Puerto Asís, Puerto Caicedo, Mocoa and 

Puerto Guzmán.  Given the affectation in 

these remote zones, no consolidated data is 

available; however, it is estimated that the 

number of affectations will increase.  In July 

2012 floods in several municipalities affected 

mainly the WASH sector. These floods and 

landslides increased the risk to the 

population, which face possible accidents 

with IED (anti-personnel mines) and UXO 

(unexploded ordnance) due to possible 

relocation of these to rural zones. 

Source: OCHA Colombia 

 

FOOD SECURITY 

BOLIVIA: DROUGHT. Municipal authorities 

of El Chaco chuquisaqueño, department of 

Chuquisaca, warned about some 3,000 

affected families by the drought in this 

region, since the end of last year; this has 

caused a series of disturbances to the 

economy of the zone. 

A report from the Municipality of Chuquisaca 

Association states that the lack of water 

affects all agricultural activities and 

especially cattle breeding, an activity that will 

suffer, since it is expected the loose of 
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thousands heads of cattle due to lack of 

water.  

Source: Redhum vía FM Bolivia. 

 

PERÚ: COFFEE RUST. A 60-day emergency 

was issued for the coffee zones in the regions 

of Ayacucho, Cajamarca, Cusco, Huánuco, 

Junín, Pasco, Puno, San Martín, Ucayali and 

Piura, including the valleys of the rivers 

Apurímac, Ene and Mantaro (Vraem) due to 

the severity of the yellow rust in the coffee 

grains.  Local authorities are executing 

Decree N° 082-2013, which orders actions to 

assist the affected zones. 

Source: Redhum vía Andina  

 

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 

ECUADOR: Tunguraghua keeps expelling 

incandescent materials, and lava from the 

top of the volcano.  

Source: Instituto Geofísico EPN 

 

 

COMPLEX EMERGENCY 

COLOMBIA: The Tierra de Paz Foundation 

and members of the local humanitarian team 

of the Valle/Cauca reported last week that 

the humanitarian emergency (see flash 

update) in the Cauca, at the Western part of 

the country, especially in Honduras area 

(Buenos Aires) worsened due to the increase 

in the amount of people (from 60 to 90) with 

mobility limitations.  Since 28 de June, this 

people cannot relocate to their parcels 

located in another area at the Suarez 

municipality due to combats between the 

FARCs and the Colombian army, which 

hinders their productive activities. They 

continue to need food assistance and non-

food items. So far a health day was promoted 

by the mayor’s office.  

Source: OCHA Colombia 

 

http://www.colombiassh.org/site/spip.php?article917
http://www.colombiassh.org/site/spip.php?article917

