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HURRICAINE SEASION 

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN: 

The Atlantic hurricane season officially ended 

on 30 November as one of the lowest in 

terms of number of hurricanes.  It brought 

only 12 tropical storms, the majority of which 

were weak and poorly organized, and just 

two hurricanes (Humberto and Ingrid), and 

both category 1. The National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration of the United 

States (NOAA) notes that the 2013 season 

has had the lowest number of registered 

hurricanes since 1982, “in large part thanks 

to the persistent unfavourable atmospheric 

conditions over the Gulf of Mexico, the 

Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean”.  The 

Pacific season was more active, with 20 

storms, eight hurricanes and one major 

hurricane.  Mexico was the most impacted 

country, with some 213,000 affected persons 

and more than US$ 15,000 million in 

economic losses. 

Source: NOAA via EFE. 

 

 

 

 
2013 was the most calm hurricane season in the last 30 years.  ©El 

Heraldo - Marvin Salgado. 

 

RAINS AND FLOODS 

COLOMBIA: Various areas are on alert for 

floods and overflowing rivers, as a result of 

the second rainy season that is expected to 

continue until mid-December. Several 

regions in the departments of Antioquia and 

Caldas are being monitored. 

 

CHOCÓ: In this week, the number of people 

affected in the western part of the country 

(Chocó) has increased from 16,700 to 26,911 

(some 6,254 families). Six municipalities in 

HIGHLIGHTS:   
 LAC: Atlantic hurricane season ends with record lows - only two hurricanes, both category 1. 

 COLOMBIA: The departments of Chocó and Valle del Cauca have been affected by floods, with about 50,000 people affected. 

 GUATEMALA: Some 63,500 people are in situations of food insecurity.  Authorities and WFP are distributing food. 
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the zone have been affected.  Evaluations 

show the need for construction material and 

machinery to remove rubble and fuel.  

Authorities have already begun to distribute 

emergency supplies. 

 

VALLE DEL CAUCA: Some 22,500 people 

(4,500 families) in the city of Buenaventura 

have been affected by flooding.  At least 400 

houses were damaged and 400 hectares of 

crops were affected by the overflowing of the 

Anchicayá, Cajambre and Dagua Rivers.  The 

local Valle-Cauca humanitarian team visited 

affected zones to identify humanitarian 

needs.  Results are still pending. 

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

EPIDEMICS 

COLOMBIA - DENGUE: Santander 

(Northwest Colombia) is the department with 

the second largest number of dengue cases, 

after the department of Valle.  In Santander, 

some 46 cases of dengue are diagnosed each 

day and the incidence has reached 900 cases 

per 100,000 inhabitants. It represents 13% 

of the cases of dengue in the country.  

Authorities report a reduction in cases.  So 

far in the year, 14,150 cases have been 

diagnosed, of which more than 200 are 

serious. 

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

 

 

FOOD INSECURITY 

GUATEMALA: At least 63,500 people (about 

12,703 families) in 53 municipalities in the 

country require food assistance.  Of these 

affected municipalities, 25 are prioritized in 

the Government’s Zero Hunger Plan.  In 

2013, there were 104,134 families at risk of 

food insecurity. Authorities distributed 

90,978 food rations and the World Food 

Program distributed another 167,763. 

Source: Government of Guatemala via Prensa Libre. 

 

EXTREME COLD 

PERU: Authorities declared a 60-day 

emergency in several departments of the 

department of Pasco because of a drop in 

temperatures. The Pasco Regional 

Government, local governments and the 

National Institute of Civil Defence (INDECI by 

its Spanish acronym) carried out joint 

response and rehabilitation efforts, as well as 

risk reduction present in the affected zones.  

Source: Government of Peru via ANDINA. 
 


